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Welcome!  At this year’s H & S General Meeting I was asked to give a brief “State 
of the School” address.  It’s a pleasure for me to re-cap our school year. 
 
It always amazes me how fast the school year goes and how much is accomplished 
in nine months.   
 
For 2016-17, our enrollment has remained steady at 168 students.  During the 
course of the school year we did have a couple students move out of the area and 
we also welcomed new transfer students.  With those changes we kept enrollment 
stable. 
 
This year we welcomed a new school secretary, Marcela Mejia, a new Associate 
Director of Learning Support, Lisa Badran, and two new Instructional Aides, 
Genevieve Best-Dickson and Pat Eisold.  In January we bid farewell to our music 
teacher, Diane Falk, and we welcomed long term substitute and our parish liturgist 
Mitchell Owens to teach music. We also had a staff member change roles; Margy 
Slattery left her duties as secretary and became our Worship Circle and Christian 
Service Coordinator. 
 
In October, the faculty and I officially were honored at the Education Convention, 
receiving two more Exemplary Recognition Awards for Mission & Catholic 
Identity and Academic Excellence. 
 
Students have worked hard academically which is reflected in their daily work as 
well as in their standardized tests scores for PALS (Phonological Awareness 
Literacy Screening), MAP (Measures of Academic Progress), and ITBS (Iowa 
Tests of Basic Skills).  Teachers examine the test data to ensure that standards are 
being taught and mastered. Students needing academic support or academic 
enrichment receive it through our Learning Resource Center and in their classes 
through differentiated instruction. 
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Again this year, we had students compete and succeed at the Archdiocesan and 
state level in the Knights of Columbus Knowledge Contest and Christmas poster 
contest.  Our MathCounts team competed at the local and state level.  Our Math 
Olympiads team finished in the top 10% out of 5000 teams worldwide.  Fifteen 
students from 6th, 7th and 8th grades formed three teams which took First Place at 
the Dominican High School Challenge Contest.   We had students participate in the 
Battle of the Books for the first time.  High achieving students participated in the 
Discovery Project sponsored by the Archdiocese of Milwaukee and WCATY 
(Wisconsin Center for Academically Talented Youth) which is sponsored through 
the University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
 
This year we expanded our service program, connecting it to The Panther Way and 
the seven themes of Catholic Social Teaching.  Students in all grades were 
involved in service from cleaning up the grounds, to dusting the narthex, visiting 
the elderly in nursing homes, stocking food for Hunger Task Force, reading to 
children at the Next Door Foundation, visiting the homeless at Guest House, and 
making sandwiches for the hungry to name a few.  We raised over $1300 for our 
sister parish in Uganda and we also raised money for the Wounded Warrior 
project. 
 
We continue to support the fine arts at our annual Christmas concert, spring 
concert, band concerts, and middle school musical.  We are now getting ready for 
our annual art fair.  We also support our athletic programs both in PE classes and 
our school teams.  The 8th grade boys’ volleyball team and 8th grade girls’ 
volleyball team both went to the Seton Tournament.  This Friday is our annual 
Junior Olympics! 
 
We had a successful year of fundraising with our two biggest Home & School 
fundraisers being the Calendar of Cash and the rummage sale. We are also 
finishing our Annual Fund campaign. 
 
The Annual Fund raises money which goes to one of three areas: greatest need/ 
operating budget, tuition assistance, or endowment.  The Annual Fund closes on 
June 30th. Current families, past parents, alumni, parishioners, and friends all 
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contribute to the Annual Fund.  It helps to close the gap between tuition and the 
actual cost of educating a child at St. Eugene. 
 
Our Class of 2017 will be graduating June 2nd which is the Feast day of St. Eugene.  
Our 16 graduates will be attending Divine Savior Holy Angels, Dominican, 
Marquette, Brown Deer, Grafton, Homestead, and Nicolet High Schools.  At 
graduation the following awards will be given:  Mackin Award for positive 
attributes in the areas of athletic skill, academic effort and overall attitude given to 
one boy and one girl, Fr. Kroll Award for best exhibiting a respect for our Catholic 
heritage, taking an active role in the parish community through service to others 
and exemplifying Christian values. The Valedictorian Award is given to the student 
with the highest GPA averaging his/her grades from seventh and eighth grade.  
 
We have many volunteers who contribute to St. Eugene School’s success, those 
serving on School Committee which is our advisory committee, on Home & 
School which is our parent group charged with fundraising and friendraising, and 
as room parents, chaperones, chairs for our many activities, and more.  At tonight’s 
meeting we’ll take more time to thank our generous volunteers. 
 
Enrollment projections for 2017-18 have us remaining steady between 168- 170 
students.  We do have room in our 3K and 4K and anticipate adding to these 
classes.  We will spend a good portion of our summer giving tours, following up, 
recruiting, and retaining students.  This is an on-going 12 month priority. 
 
Next school year we will welcome a new music teacher, soon to be named.  We 
will also welcome a new parish Director of Music and Liturgy, Mark Konewko, 
and our new pastor, Fr. Paul Hartmann. 
 
We thank Fr. Jerry for his support of St. Eugene School during his tenure as our 
pastor.  We will miss his high fives with the students, his meaningful homilies, his 
sense of fun, and his pastoral presence.   
 
As we close the school year, I encourage you to reflect on how much your children 
have learned and grown.  Speaking as a parent, I am proud of so much of what my 
daughter is learning and I must give credit to her teachers, to her classmates and to 
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the families of St. Eugene.  As she looks ahead to eighth grade, she tells me how 
much she loves her classmates and that she is grateful that we chose St. Eugene 
School.  (Just a note – we chose SES before I was Principal!)  I’m sure we chose it 
for many of the same reasons you chose it.  It is a special community, not perfect, 
but we are willing to love each other in our imperfection.  As we celebrate this year 
and anticipate the next, may we recommit ourselves to loving one another as God 
loves us. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Rebecca Jones 
Principal 
May 24, 2017 
Home & School General Meeting 
St. Eugene School 
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