
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Third graders worked on their word 
processing and formatting skills by 
creating a sign using the word, 
“Catholic” for Catholic Schools week. 
They learned that text can have different 
fonts, styles and sizes, which are 
measured in points. 
 
Fourth graders are working on a 
HyperStudio stack to organize and 
review concepts they are learning for 
science class. Last week they added 
forms of energy to their project. They 
drew a little picture to remind 
themselves what each form of energy 
was and sorted the forms of energy into 
groups according to whether or not it 
could be sensed. 
 
Fifth graders each created their own 
database about explorers. After choosing 
fields and designing a layout, each 
student chose one explorer to focus on 
for their database record. After they 
finished their individual databases, we 
will choose one design to create a class 
database. In the class database, we will 
be able to compare and organize our 
information about different explorers.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

February 16, 2017 
 
From Mr. Winge 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
We have spent the past couple of weeks 
working on the cooperative challenge 
unit, which is always a big hit. This unit 
gives the students an opportunity to 
work in small groups to overcome 
various team-building challenges. I like 
to show the children how challenges of 
the mind can be just as difficult as the 
physical ones. The middle school will 
spend the next couple of weeks learning 
the nuances of floor hockey and team 
handball and the elementary children 
will explore various forms of basic 
tumbling and balancing skills. After the 
tumbling unit, the elementary will also 
start exploring floor hockey. 
 

 

HEALTH 
The elementary levels (2nd - 4th ) have 
been studying decision-making and 
conflict resolution. We are trying to 
understand why conflict starts, how to 
better communicate with one another, 
and how to resolve a problem by using 
communication and respect. 
 

The middle school kids will be studying 
nutrition and how the body adapts to the 
food we eat and the exercise we give it. 
We will also look at some more lessons 
on respecting differences among people 
and how to resolve conflict. 
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From Mrs. Ricker 
 
All Art classes are now working on the 
Dinner Dance Class Creation projects.  
The students are drawing a portrait of 
themselves and then those adorable 
drawings will be collaged onto a framed 
canvas. These Class Creation projects 
will be in the silent auction at the Saint 
Eugene Dinner Dance on February 25.  
More information and pictures to 
follow!!   

 

From Mrs. Platten 
 
Mid-Year PALS Assessment 
During the last few weeks, I have been 
doing the Mid-Year PALS Assessment 
with the students in 4K-3rd grade that I 
work with in order to check their 
progress towards reading goals. (PALS 
stands for Phonological Awareness 
Literacy Screener) Though I monitor 
student progress frequently throughout 
the trimester, this is a more formal 
check-in that teachers and I can use to 
adjust our instruction. It is also an 
opportunity for the teachers and I to do 
a quick check in with any other students 
we may wish to monitor to make sure we 
are addressing all student needs. 
 
Winter MAP Testing 
Winter MAP testing is underway and off 
to a great start! Please make every effort 
to have your child here for testing if they 
are healthy. Our scheduled makeup 
day is Monday, February 27th. 
 
 
 

From Mrs. Badran 
 
The Battle of the Books competitions 
will begin next week. All four teams, 
with participants in fourth, fifth, and 
sixth grades, have been reading and 
discussing books since September. Most 
of the competitions will be during the 
school day. So that parents, friends, and 
families are able to watch, everyone is 
invited to the evening competition on 
March 8 th at 6:30 p.m. in Mackin Hall. 
This is a great opportunity to show 
support for reading as well as encourage 
younger students to become involved 
when they are able. 
 

From Mrs. Slattery 
 
WORSHIP CIRCLE 
Our Worship Circle presentation at 
Open House was enjoyed by many 
parents and prospective families. Special 
thanks go to the following storytellers 
who prepared very well and presented 
their stories with confidence and 
reverence: Rita Ferrero, Milla Greguska, 
Sadie O’Neil, Emily Igwike, Ryan Gould, 
Rosa Yadgir, and Sophia Kleinmann. 
 
This month, our Worship Circle liturgies 
focused on the healing miracles. We 
heard the story titled “Jesus Heals the 
Paralytic” and reflected on His authority 
to forgive sins and His power to heal us. 
This was the first time we told this 
particular story in Worship Circle and 
we needed a three dimensional house to 
represent the place where Jesus stayed 
in the village of Capernaum. We are 
grateful for parishioner Terry O’Neill, 
who built a wood house for us to use, 
and for school parent Brenda Manning, 
who helped with finishing touches to the 
house. 



From Mr. Owens 
 
The first six weeks of teaching music 
here at St. Eugene have been a 
whirlwind, and I’ve learned a lot in the 
process. I’d like to share with you a little 
bit of what the classes have been 
working on thus far. 
 
We began 2017 discussing different 
families of musical instruments. Every 
grade explored the different musical 
instrument families in various ways, 
including listening to pieces of music, 
moving and identifying different 
instruments in the recordings, playing 
their own instruments, and taking a 
“field trip” to the organ to learn about 
the different sounds the instrument 
could make. Even this week, the K4 and 
K5 kids want to go back to some of the 
things we did in class that first week. 
 
After that unit was completed, grades 4 
and up began discussing major and 
minor keys and scales. We have listened 
to and sung many different pieces of 
music in both major and minor, and 
explored the differences in sound 
between the two tonalities. Moving 
forward, we will begin discussing chords 
and how they fit into the different scales. 
Eventually with the middle school 
students, I plan to help them learn how 
the different chords can function in 
music and try to identify them just by 
listening. 
 
The other task occupying the middle 
school’s time has been their major 
project for the 2 nd trimester. They were 
asked to research and write an essay on 
the question, “Why do we include 
Music Education in grade school and 
middle school?” In addition to this 
essay, they had to present their research 
in class for their Speaking and Listening 

Grade. I knew from personal experience 
that some students love music class, 
while others hate it. I wanted them to 
realize the importance of music in their 
education, even if it wasn’t one of their 
favorite subjects. The research the 
students found proved to be quite 
illuminating for them. 
 
With Grades 2 and 3, we’ve been 
focusing on reading the notes of the staff 
and finding out more about different 
rhythms and patterns. We’ve touched 
briefly on major and minor sounds in 
these classes, but we’re primarily 
focusing on learning the notes of the 
staff and how those notes look, how we 
can learn a piece of music using solfege, 
and what our voices do at different 
ranges of singing. 
 
For the 1st grade and the two 
kindergarten classes, we are just starting 
to learn about reading notes. Most of 
our time has been spent finding a steady 
beat, feeling it in our bodies, and 
learning the basics of different note 
values. We spend a lot of time moving 
and playing percussion instruments in 
these classes so that the students can 
learn the difference between the beat 
and rhythm, and feel that difference 
somewhere in their body. We’ve also 
begun talking about watching a 
conductor and singing exactly together 
with the conductor’s help. 
 

From Mrs. Spencer 
 

First Grade: 
 We practiced our colors and 

numbers with Lotería (Bingo) and 
the winners of each game got to 
come up and be the maestro/maestra 
(teacher)!! 

 We practiced our colors by labeling 
nine pictures with the correct 



Spanish color word, then we got to 
color each picture 

 We practice translating our days of 
the week from English to Spanish 
using the Spanish days of the week 
from a word bank 

 
Second Grade: 
 We practiced our colors and 

numbers with Lotería (Bingo) and 
the winners of each game got to 
come up to the front of the class and 
be the maestro/maestra (teacher)!! 

 We practiced our colors by labeling 
nine pictures with the correct 
Spanish color word, then we got to 
color each picture 

 We practice translating our days of 
the week from English to Spanish 
using the Spanish days of the week 
from a word bank 

 

Third/Fourth Grade: 
 We practiced our clothing and colors 

with Lotería (Bingo) and the winners 
of each game got to come up to the 
front of the class to be 
maestro/maestra (teacher)!! 

 We practiced our clothing vocabulary 
in small groups by reading Spanish 
sentences to our partners and they 
had to translate the sentence to 
English and draw the correct article 
of clothing on the body outline, we 
then gave our partners color words 
in Spanish to color the clothing items 

 

 
Fifth Grade: 
 We are continuing to work hard with 

our school unit and practicing 
changing school words from singular 
to plural 

 We learned our second Spanish verb 
(gustar-->to be pleasing to, to like) 
with five new subject pronouns and 
two conjugations 

 We’ve received two practice 
worksheets to work with this verb 
and continue with school vocabulary 

 

Sixth Grade: 
 We’ve been practicing our family and 

adjectives vocabulary with a variety 
of games and activities, but we’ve 
introduced Wheel of Fortune to 
practice solving complete sentences 

 We’ve learned how to write 
sentences describing adjectives 
family members are NOT (correct 
word placement) as well as how to 
write neither nor sentences in 
Spanish (again correct word 
placement) 

 We will be testing on this unit 
February, 15th and then moving onto 
the next list of extended family and 
more adjectives!! 

 

Seventh Grade: 
 Their restaurant skits turned out 

excellent and were quite 
entertaining!! 

 We tested on our restaurant unit and 
moved onto our next unit which is 
basic body vocabulary 

 We learned our new verb (Doler-->to 
hurt) and reviewed the five basic 
subject pronouns  

 We discussed the two conjugations 
for this new verb as well as 
completing a few practice sentences 

 

 
Eighth Grade:  

 We quizzed on our entire places 
vocabulary resource page and will 
be completing our transportation 
quiz soon 

 We’ve reviewed places, 
transportation, and directions 
vocabulary by playing Wheel of 
Fortune and solving complete 
sentence puzzles 



 We played a Kahoot to tie 
everything together as a final 
review for this unit 

 Our next unit will be 
distinguishing between the verbs 
Ser and Estar which both mean 
“to be” in English (they are used 
at different times in Spanish 
which we will be learning) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


