
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 

Third graders are doing some research 
on famous inventors using Pebble Go, a 
research site for primary students. After 
choosing a famous inventor, students 
read about the inventor and then 
summarized the information in a mind 
map format, using Kidspiration. This is 
an important first step to teaching 
students how to put research 
information into their own words - a 
skill they will need many times in the 
coming years. 
 
Fourth graders are currently working on 
writing and illustrating a story in the life 
of Jesus. Each student chose a different 
significant event in the life of Jesus. Ms. 
Robaczek helped them find the related 
passage in the bible for “research”. They 
then wrote the story in their own words. 
Next we will illustrate our story with our 
own pictures and animations. 
 
Fifth graders were very excited last week 
to begin their first desktop video project. 
They are creating iMovies on the 
Apostles’ Creed which they had 
memorized for religion class. Using a  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
complex piece of software like iMovie 
gives students a wonderful opportunity 
to explore and try new things in 
technology class. They are using voice 
over to record the Apostles’ Creed and 
then adding their own pictures and 
effects to bring it to life. 
 
From Mr. Winge 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
The elementary children have finished 
their exploration of tumbling.  They 
explored various ways to move and 
balance themselves in different ways.  
We also worked on a variety of rolls and 
other basic tumbling movements.  They 
started working on hockey skills last 
week and will play various lead-up 
games for the next couple of weeks. 

The middle school children have started 
their hockey unit and after completing 
their cooperation unit.  Their objectives 
involved problem solving and creative 
thinking, as well as some physical 
aspects, to accomplish their challenges.  
Their cooperative unit was based on 
team cohesiveness, positive 
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reinforcement, and creativity in solving 
the challenge.   

HEALTH 
The 6th grade is studying nutrition.  
They have discussed alternative foods to 
junk food, learning about the updates to 
the food pyramid, and how to read 
nutrition labels.  We have also discussed 
the danger signs for eating disorders 
and how to enact the theory of 
moderation in their diets. 

The 7th grade has also been studying 
nutrition.  The focus of their unit has 
been nutrition and exercise.   They have 
learned to calculate Basal Metabolic 
Rate (BMR), eating disorders, extreme 
body images, the definition of calories, 
and how important regular physical 
activity is to maintaining our health. 

The 8th grade will be studying social 
stress, peer pressure, and getting ready 
for the “next step” of high school. 
Coming up in the 4th quarter, they will 
be studying exercise and its different 
effects on the body. Their project will be 
to select a form of exercise to study and 
teach to the rest of their classmates.  In 
the presentation, they will explain the 
history and evolution of their exercise, 
as well as the benefits of performing the 
exercise. 

From Mrs. Ricker 
 

The 4K students are learning to weave 
with paper. 

5Kers are creating a garden mural for 
the butterflies they painted last week. 

1st graders learned about gesture figure 
drawings.  We had a lot of fun modeling 
and doing very quick sketches. 

The second grade students are creating 
symmetrical egg drawings for Easter. 

The third graders have just finished the 
paper mache layers and will now be 
painting their snakes.  

Fourth graders have started a ceramic 
project. They learned how to make coils 
and then are constructing a vase or 
container.  They will learn about glazes 
and glaze firing. 

The Fifth grade students have been 
working on the paper mache Mask 
project. They are now painting with 
acrylic paints. 

The sixth graders have been learning 
about color.  They have all completed a 
color wheel and will be making value 
and intensity scales. 

Seventh graders completed their 
ceramic project.  They created a 
functional piece with an animal motif.  
They did a fantastic job and those 
projects are on display in the library. 

The Eighth grade class has been learning 
about perspective, and will be beginning 
their final two-point perspective project.  
We are also preparing for our upcoming 
field trip to the Chicago Art Institute 
next month. 

ART CLUB will be meeting on the 
following dates; 4/4, 4/25, 5/9, and 
5/23.  We will be going on a field 
trip at the end of the school year 
…more info to follow! 

 



From Mrs. Platten 
 

Summer Learning Opportunities 
We all look forward to summer break as 
a change of pace, time to make 
memories, and time to engage in new 
experiences. If you are looking for ways 
to expand your child’s learning this 
summer, or want to make sure they 
continue the great progress they’ve been 
making during the school year, there are 
also many opportunities in the area. If 
you would like suggestions for specific 
programs or have questions about what 
may be a good fit for your child, please 
contact me directly. There are 
everything from summer reading 
incentive programs to keep kids excited 
about reading, to various “camps”,  to 
more intensive summer school classes 
through some of the local public schools.  
 
Students are also able to use many of 
their school accounts online in the 
summer, including Front Row 
Education for math, RAZ kids for 
reading, or IXL. These can be easily 
accessed at home and can be great if you 
are looking for a little academic 
engagement amongst all of the fun of 
summer or if your child has some skills 
to practice. 

I will be spending my summer with baby 
Colleen, and therefore won’t be holding 
my summer program from past years. 
We do have some teachers that tutor, as 
well as other tutors in the area that I can 
recommend if you are interested. 

MAP Testing FAQS 
When will we see Winter results?  Your 
child’s winter MAP scores will be mailed 
home this week. If any parents have 
specific questions, please feel free to 
contact Mrs. Platten directly 

(plattenm@steugene.school), as well as 
your child’s classroom teacher.  
What does the school do with all of this 
data??? After each testing period, 
teachers take time to examine the 
scores. We look to see if students are 
meeting their expected growth. We also 
compare MAP scores to other sources of 
data we have for students, such as 
classroom performance. Finally, we 
identify students performing either 
significantly above or below grade level 
and determine specific goals and 
interventions for them. All of this 
informs our teaching, especially our 
Power Hour plans, for the next 
trimester. 

Will students need to take the MAP tests 
and the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills this 
spring? No. Students in grades 1, 2, 4, 6, 
and 8 will take MAP tests in spring. 
Students in grades 3, 5, and 7 will take 
the ITBS.  

 
From Mrs. Badran 
 

Due to the power outage last week, the 
Battle of the Books evening competition 
was cancelled.  Today, at 12:15 all teams 
competed in two rounds with parents 
and 4th and 5th grade classes watching.  
Next week is the last round of 
competitions.  We would like to 
congratulate all students who 
participated and we look forward to 
announcing the winners of each grade 
level at the end of next week. 

The Wisconsin Center for Academically 
Talented Youth is an organization, based 
in Madison that offers enrichment 
opportunities to students across the 



state.  St. Eugene currently has six 
students in fifth and sixth grades 
enrolled in WCATY Project A courses. 
Students were able to choose a topic and 
are now participating in an online 
learning experience with an instructor at 
the University of Madison.  The students 
are using Power Hour and additional 
time at home to challenge their thinking.  
This is another example of Power Hour 
time being flexible and targeted. 

From Mrs. Spencer 
 

First Grade: 
● We started a new Spanish short 

story book 
● We practiced reading our colors 

in Spanish and then coloring 
balloons the correct color 

● We’ll begin our family unit and 
continue to practice our numbers 
and colors 

Second Grade: 
● We practiced reading our colors 

in Spanish and then coloring 
balloons the correct color 

● We’ll begin our family unit and 
continue to practice our numbers 
and colors 

Third/Fourth Grade: 
● We’ve began our body vocabulary 

unit and practiced on the iPads in 
class 

● We practiced colors by drawing 
different objects that match the 
correct Spanish color 

● We also labeled body parts in 
Spanish on body picture 

Fifth Grade: 
● We’ve been doing great with our 

school unit and our new verb 
Gustar 

● We learned about adjective noun 
agreement and adjective noun 
placement in Spanish 

● We’ve began our mini project and 
will be presenting soon (creating 
our own classroom illustration 
and labeling items in Spanish) 

Sixth Grade: 
● We’ve begun our second set of 

family and adjectives-please 
encourage your kiddos to study 
on our quizlet study set at home, 
it’s a big unit!! 

● We learned our third verb, Tener, 
which means to have in English 

● We also worked on our first small 
paragraph translation in class 

Seventh Grade: 
● We finished our Marciano 

projects (martian projects) and 
presented to our classmates (they 
did great and were very creative 
with their projects) 

● We will continue practicing Doler 
(to hurt) with body vocabulary 

● We will also be translating a CSI 
crime scene investigation from 
Spanish to English (age 
appropriate of course) 

Eighth Grade:  
● We continue to work on on our 

two new verbs (Ser vs. Estar) and 
when to use each 

● We’ve also been working hard on 
translating detailed paragraphs 
from Spanish to English and 
answering comprehension 
questions (working on answering 
in complete sentences) 

● We learned new adjectives with 
this unit as well and also received 
an additional list of many more 
adjectives to practice in class 
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