
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 

Third graders spent a couple of weeks 
working on their multiplication facts in 
computer class by building a times table 
on a Numbers spreadsheet. We learned 
how to format and enter our data. We 
even learned how to have the computer 
calculate for us - just in case we needed 
some help on the hard ones. Now we are 
working on our letter writing and word 
processing skills by writing a letter to 
Santa. 
 
Fourth graders brought home a packet 
of their work last week. The top sheet 
showed some of the word processing 
skills we have worked on. Now we are 
working on writing our own division 
with remainder problems. We created 
and illustrated them last week using the 
same Notebook software that Mrs. 
Dewey uses. This week we solved some 
of the problems our classmates created. 
 
Fifth graders finished ups their Google 
Slides presentations for the Human 
Body Corporation. They learned about 
the attributes of a good presentation 
such as writing verb 
phrases,  design  and using build effects. 
Ask your fifth grader about the Rule of 
Six and see if he or she can explain what 
that means. Last week they practiced  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
presenting their work to a partner and 
got some feedback from each other. We 
are learning how to present our 
information with good expression and 
without reading it. They will also bring 
home their outlines so they could 
practice at home before they present to 
their class and the fourth grade. We 
can’t wait to find out who gets a 
promotion! 
 

From Ms. Falk 
 
Our musicians have been diligently 
practicing for our December 20 
Christmas Program.  We look forward to 
sharing songs, readings and the 
Christmas story.  We will have 3 sing-a-
longs so you all may participate.  We will 
end the program with the lighting of the 
vigil candles and singing Silent Night.  
What a beautiful way to send us off to 
our Christmas season.   
 
Grades 1-8 have been studying the 
music and life of pianist and composer 
Franz Liszt.  We have been viewing a 
wonderful movie (historical fiction) of 
his interactions with the local gypsies, 
which influenced some of his 
compositions.   
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Our younger grades have been singing 
songs of the season, including Must Be 
Santa, Jolly Old St. Nicholas, Angel 
Band, the Mitten Song and others. So 
much music, so little time.   
 
I have almost always met my semester’s 
goal of playing instruments during each 
class.  Musication on youtube has a new 
song for Boomwhackers - We Wish You 
a Merry Christmas.  Check it out when 
you have the chance.  The Eighth Grade 
played it perfectly the first run through. 
 
It has been an honor and a privilege 
teaching your children.  I will miss you 
all terribly, but hope to stop in to visit 
once in a while.  God bless your life. 

From Mr. Winge 

Physical Education 
The children are finishing the volleyball 
unit by working on skills and playing in 
games.  The 5th- 8th grades play in a 
tournament that will culminate in a class 
championship for each of them.  After 
we get back from break we will start the 
much anticipated basketball unit.  There 
is sure to be plenty of competition in 
those games! 

Health 
5th Grade- The class has been studying 
various body systems and will be 
working on self-image, conflict 
resolution, and the body’s response to 
stress.  We have also been discussing 
ways to manage stress and how to 
communicate our ideas more effectively. 

6th Grade- They have been learning 
effective ways to communicate.  They 
will look at the P.A.C.T.S. format of 
communication (Paraphrase, Affirm, 
Choosing, Testing Options, and  

 

Sensing).  All of these aspects contribute 
to effective communication. 

7th Grade- We have been studying skin, 
ear, and eye anatomy.  We have looked 
at various ways our environment can 
affect us.  We will also take a look at the 
anatomy of the heart and the effects of 
heart disease, genetics, and exercise on 
the heart.   

 8th Grade- The 8th grade has been 
learning about disease, specifically, virus 
and bacteria.  We will also get into 
communicative and non-communicative 
disease and how they can affect our 
environment.  They will be researching 
different diseases for a research project 
that will be presented by the end of the 
quarter. 

From Mrs. Ricker 
 
Art News 
4K through Fifth grade are working on 
their ceramic Christmas projects.  
Prepare to be amazed!!!  
 
The Six Grade art class is working on the 
Amate Project (Mexican bark painting) 
using a Christmas theme.  They are 
doing a fantastic job!   
Seventh graders are finishing their self-
portraits and will be working on an 
abstract painting of that portrait. 

And finally, the Eighth grade class is 
beginning the Artist Interpretation 
project.  Be sure to ask your child which 
artist they chose. 

Hope you all have a Blessed Advent and 
a very Merry Christmas!! 



 
From Mrs. Badran 
 
Power Hour 
The groups and topics have changed for 
the second semester.  Please be sure to 
ask your child where they go for each 
day of Power Hour and what they are 
studying.  We are so lucky to have this 
dedicated time each day for 
differentiated learning! 
 
Battle of the Books 
Students who are competing should 
think of questions for each of the books 
they have read.  There are 2 small 
notebooks in the library where students 
can write their questions and answers so 
that others can quiz themselves.  
Beginning in January, we will have 
sessions during lunch hour so that 
teams can work together to practice 
answering the questions in a similar 
setting to the competitions. 
 
From Mrs. Platten 
 
Back to School 
I just want to say how great it is to be 
back at St. Eugene’s working with our 
wonderful students and excellent staff! 
I’m looking forward to the rest of our 
school year together! I am so thankful 
that Mrs. Badran and I are able to 
collaborate in the Learning Resource 
Center, allowing me to also spend time 
with my baby. I am not in the LRC as 
much this year, but can be found 
cruising into classrooms with my blue 
cart! 
 
First Trimester Progress Reports 
I hope parents have had time to review 
reports for your children. Please be 
sure to sign and return your 
child’s Action Plan for 2nd  

 
 
Trimester! (You can keep the first 
page for your records.) Sometimes 
at the trimester break we have students 
who either exit the learning support 
program or enter the learning support 
program. As a school, we view support 
as dynamic and fluid. We are constantly 
assessing students’ progress to see what 
level of support is best for an individual 
child at a given time. Students may 
move in and out of the program as their 
needs change and this is totally fine!  
 
Learning Targets 
One of my personal goals this year is to 
make learning targets very clear for my 
students. Whenever I work with a group 
or an individual, I want that child to 
know exactly what they are trying to 
learn! This is why I have a target symbol 
on my supply cart. I want to be able to 
ask each child at the end of our work 
time what we were learning that day and 
have them be able to answer. 
 
Writing Curriculum 
During the summer, our 5K-8th grade 
writing teachers participated in a 
workshop to help us implement the 
Lucy Calkins Units of Study for writing 
this fall. Many teachers used the units 
last year, but this is our first year that all 
grades are learning the craft of writing 
in this way. Using a workshop model, 
students are introduced to a mini-
lesson, provided time for independent 
writing and conferring with their 
teacher, and then have an opportunity to 
share with their classmates. It’s been 
amazing to see what our students are 
already learning about writing from this 
workshop model. For example, our 
second graders are now masters of 
simile in their writing!  
 



 
From Mrs. Slattery 
 

 

Worship Circle 
During the month of December, 
students in grades 4 through 8 
presented an Advent story to their class 
and their guardian angels. The 
storyteller asked “Who will show us the 
way to Bethlehem?” We learned how the 
prophets, the Holy Family, the 
shepherds, and the Magi can show us 
the way, leading us to the newborn 
Christ Child. 
 
Our 3rd grade and 5th grade students 
held their Worship Circle at the 
Elizabeth Residence in Bayside.  The 
elderly residents enjoyed Sophia 
Kleinmann’s beautiful presentation of 
the story. Rosa Yadgir and Dylan Rice 
led us in prayer and song with great 
reverence.  The 3rd and 5th grade 
students shared their strong faith with 
the residents during the question and 
answer time and prayer time.  In 
closing, they gave the residents 
handmade Christmas cards and 
bookmarks, and paired up with the 
residents to sing Christmas carols 
together.    
 

 
 
 
May the light of Christ be with you 
during this Advent season and 
always 
 
From Mrs. Spencer 
 
First Grade 

• We finished Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears and will be moving 
onto another book after 
Christmas break 

• We reviewed days of the week 
and created a helper page to use 
in class 

• We solved days of the week 
riddles by figuring out what days 
were written in Spanish and then 
completing the riddle with the 
correct day in Spanish 
(example:  sábado, domingo, 
____) 

 
Second Grade 

• We finished Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears and will be moving 
onto another book after 
Christmas break 

• We reviewed days of the week 
and created a helper page to use 
in class 

• We solved days of the week 
riddles by figuring out what days 
were written in Spanish and then 
completing the riddle with the 
correct day in Spanish 
(example:  sábado, domingo, 
____) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Third/Fourth Grade 

• We’ve been practicing our 
clothing vocabulary with 
Pictionary and quizlet 

• We also have been playing 
memory by matching the Spanish 
to English clothing vocabulary 
word to make a pair 

• We practice spelling and writing 
our numbers correctly and then 
completed a number crossword 
puzzle 

 
Fifth Grade 

• We’ve completed our countries 
and nationalities unit and test on 
12/7, overall the students did 
great!! 

• We will begin our next unit which 
is school vocabulary and will be 
learning our second verb-Gustar 
(which means to be pleasing to in 
Spanish) 

• We will also learn five new 
subject pronouns to go with this 
new verb 

 
Sixth Grade 

• We continue to work hard with 
family, adjectives and our verb 
Ser 

• We’ve been translating sentences 
from English to Spanish using 
our family and adjectives 
vocabulary 

• We also have been playing 
memory by matching the Spanish 
to English family or adjective 
vocabulary word to make a pair 

• We also played pictionary and 
charades with our vocabulary  

• We began our database family 
project presentations on 12/9 and 
so far so good!! 

 

 
 
Seventh Grade 

• We began our new unit 
(restaurant) and are continuing 
to work with the same 5 -AR 
verbs for this unit 

• We played the number racing 
game with numbers 100-1,000 

• We also played the same racing 
game, but with restaurant and 
verb vocabulary words 

• We reviewed before our first 
restaurant quiz with a quick game 
of Around the World 

• We also have been playing 
memory by matching the Spanish 
to English restaurant vocabulary 
word to make a pair 

 
Eighth Grade  

• We completed our test with our 
animal and verb unit and the 
students did great!! 

• We’ve moved onto directions, 
transportation and places (it’s a 
big vocabulary list, so I’m 
encouraging studying on the 
quizlet I’ve made for them 
nightly) 

• We also have been playing 
memory by matching the Spanish 
to English transportation, places 
or directions vocabulary word 

• We will continue with the racing 
game and pictionary/charades to 
help us practice our vocabulary 
words 
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