
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster  
 
Algebra One 
We are spending the last few weeks 
before break studying one of my favorite 
topics, probability.  We will be learning 
about compound probability and 
independent and dependent events. It 
turns out that one of the hardest parts is 
counting how many combinations or 
permutations of an event can happen. 
Rather than a traditional end of the 
chapter test in probability, students will 
demonstrate their understanding by 
creating a presentation with different 
probability concepts and examples. They 
presented their final projects to the 
other members of their pod next week. 
 
Elements Database 
Eighth graders are working on a joint 
science and technology project involving 
creating a database of chemical 
elements. They started by creating the 
fields and designing creative layouts for 
their database. Now they are researching 
elements to fill in their data for 5 
different records on a shared classroom 
database. After break, we will use their 
information to learn how to sort, find 
and create reports with a database. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South America Database 
Seventh graders are creating a database 
of South America countries. Just like the 
8th graders, they started by creating the 
fields and designing creative layouts for 
their database. Each student will 
research one country and enter the 
record into the database. Finally we will 
combine all data into one database so 
students can use database tools to find, 
sort and create new reports. 
 
Sixth Grade Geometry Lessons 
The sixth graders are using Geometer’s 
Sketchpad to show what they know and 
explore new ideas related to finding the 
area of different polygons. Students 
need to show the area of each figure by 
counting, measuring and using a 
formula. The goal is for students to see 
the relationship between these. It is 
important for students to understand 
formulas rather than just memorize 
them. 
 
From Mr. Winge 
 
Physical Education 
The children are finishing the basketball 
unit by working on skills and playing in 
games.  The 5th- 8th grade classes play in 
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a tournament format that culminates in 
a class championship.  After we get back 
from break we will start the much 
anticipated volleyball unit.  There is sure 
to be plenty of competition in those 
games! 
  
Health 
 
5th Grade 
 The class has been studying various 
body systems and will be working on 
self-image, conflict resolution, and the 
body’s response to stress.  We have also 
been discussing ways to manage stress 
and how to communicate our ideas more 
effectively. 
  
6th Grade 
They have been learning effective ways 
to communicate.  They will look at the 
P.A.C.T.S. format of communication 
(Paraphrase, Affirm, Choosing, Testing 
Options, and Sensing).  All of these 
aspects contribute to effective 
communication. 
  
7th Grade 
We have been studying skin, ear, and 
eye anatomy.  We have looked at various 
ways our environment can affect us.  We 
will also take a look at the anatomy of 
the heart and the effects of heart 
disease, genetics, and exercise on the 
heart.  
  
8th Grade 
The 8th grade has been learning about 
disease, specifically, virus and bacteria.  
We will also get into communicable and 
no communicable disease and how they 
can affect our environment.  They will be 
researching different diseases for a 
research project that will be presented to 
their classmates. 
 
 

From Mrs. Spencer 
 
1st Grade: 

● Learned our days of the week 
with a fun video and song 

● Identified Spanish colors and 
matched to correct object 

● Practiced writing/spelling 
numbers 1-5 

● Continue to read our Spanish 
story (Tina la detective) 

 
2nd Grade: 

● Practiced colors with a color by 
number fall page 

● Learned our months of the year  
● Identified family members 

Spanish vocabulary and glued 
pictures in each of the correct 
boxes 
 

3rd Grade: 
● Played Pictionary and Lotería 

(Bingo) to practice body 
vocabulary   

● Practiced body vocabulary by 
building Señor Amarillo and 
labeling body parts in Spanish 
(Mr. Yellow which some kiddos 
named him something different) 

 
4th Grade: 

● Shared our 4 panel weather 
illustrations (practiced phrases 
and seasons in Spanish) 

● Reviewed body vocabulary by 
building Señor Amarillo and 
labeling body parts in Spanish  

● Identified weather phrases and 
labeled pictures correctly 

● Played pictionary with weather 
and ¡Caramba! 

 
5th Grade: 

● Began our Central America unit, 
learned how to ask where people 



are from, each county, as well as 
its capital 

● Watched a video with a special 
song to help remember countries 
and capitals 

● Learned our first verb which is 
Ser (means to be in English) and 
6 special conjugations for this 
verb 

● Completed our first 2 practice 
pages writing complete sentences 
talking about where people are 
from and their nationalities 

 
6th Grade: 

● Completed our family and 
adjectives unit at the end of 
November 

● Began our clothing unit and 
learned 6 new -AR verbs 

● Learned how to correctly 
conjugate -AR verbs by 
identifying the conjugation 
patterns 

● Practiced writing complete 
sentences with verbs and clothing 
vocabulary 

 
7th Grade: 

● We continue to work on clothing 
vocabulary as well as our 6 new -
AR verbs 

● Reviewing the correct 
conjugation patterns according to 
our subject pronoun 

● Practiced complete sentences 
with verbs and clothing 
(definite/indefinite articles 
included) 

● Continue to review adjective and 
noun agreement  

 
8th Grade: 

● They’ve been working hard on 
creating their city illustrations 
and labeling locations and 
transportation in Spanish 

● We presented in class and read 8 
sentences we wrote in Spanish 
about our city 

● Continue to work on various 
direction/location vocabulary and 
our new expression “to have to” 
in Spanish 

 
From Mrs. Ricker 
 
4K through Fifth grade are working on 
their ceramic Christmas projects.  
Prepare to be amazed!!!  
 
The Six Grade art class is working on the 
Amate Project (Mexican bark painting) 
using a Christmas theme.  They are 
doing a fantastic job!   
 
Seventh graders are learning about 
facial proportions and shapes in order to 
create a self-portrait. 
  
And finally, the Eighth grade class is 
beginning the Artist Interpretation 
project.  Be sure to ask your child which 
artist they chose. 
 
Hope you all have a Blessed Advent and 
a very Merry Christmas!! 
 
From Mrs. Turner 
 
Christmas Concert 
Merry Christmas!  Our concert is next 
week on Tuesday, December 19th at 
6:30 PM in the church.  Student 
participation is expected; attendance 
will be taken and students will receive a 
grade for this performance.  This year’s 
concert is titled Light of the World.  
Students in grades 3K-5K and 6-8 will 
share a variety of Christmas songs.  
Grades 1-5 will retell the story of the first 
Christmas through song with the help of 
students in grade 8 who will reenact the 



events surrounding Jesus’ birth.  The 
middle schoolers will also accompany 
several of the songs on hand chimes and 
percussion instruments.  The students 
and I are so excited to share this event 
with all of our family and friends.   
 
Students in grades 1-8 should report to 
the church by 6:15 PM to sit with their 
class.  3K-5K students should sit with 
their parents.  Students should be 
dressed in their Sunday best- please no 
jeans or athletic wear.  See the letter 
included in this week’s Thursday folder 
for more details concerning the concert 
if you have not read the letter included 
in previous folders. 
 
3rd and 4th grade Recorders 
In January, students in grades 3 and 4 
will begin learning how to play the 
recorder.  A recorder order form was 
sent home last week on Friday, Dec. 8th 
and is also included as a separate 
document in this week’s Thursday.  
Parents with students in grades 3 and 4, 
please fill out that form even if you do 
not need to order a recorder and return 
it to school no later than Wednesday, 
December 20.  If you are emailing the 
form, please send it to Mrs. Mejia at 
mejiam@steugene.school.  Thank you. 
 
 
From Mrs. Platten  
 
Please Return Signed Action Plans 
For students receiving learning support 
in grades Kindergarten through 5th, 
please make sure you have signed and 
returned your child’s “Action Plan” to 
Mrs. Platten. This is the last page of the 
Progress Report. The other pages are for 
you to keep. The Action Plan is our 
school record that we are all on the same 
page about planned interventions for the 
next trimester. Thank you to all those 

that have already returned these 
documents! 
 
What should we practice during 
Christmas Break? 
Though I don’t typically send homework 
activities for students to do during 
break, please don’t have your child take 
a vacation from reading! I’m sure many 
students will receive books as gifts this 
Christmas. Please have your child use 
the time off from school to enjoy reading 
for pleasure. Independent readers can 
curl up with a good book for some quiet 
time during those days off, while 
younger students would enjoy reading a 
holiday book together with a parent or 
family member. And if you’re traveling, 
don’t forget to pack some reading 
material for the kids! 
 
Learning Support Substitute 
As many of you know, I will be taking 
maternity leave this winter, beginning 
late January. We are excited that our 
frequent school substitute, Mrs. Kate 
Sponholz, will be covering instruction 
for my students while I am gone. Mrs. 
Sponholz knows our school and our 
students well and we are thrilled that 
she will be filling in. She and I will be 
working closely together to make sure 
students continue progress towards 
their goals. I am confident our students 
will be in good hands until I return. 
 
From Mrs. Badran 
 
The Battle of the Books teams have been 
practicing regularly during lunch and 
are very motivated to do well in the 
competitions. Thank you to Mrs. Liz 
Mark for being in charge of these 
practices!  Christmas break is a great 
time to read one, two or more books 
from their list and study the names of 



the authors.  Regular battles will begin 
in January. 
 
From Mrs. Slattery 
 
Worship Circle 
This year the 4th grade and 4K class 
heard Bible stories from the Old 
Testament including: Creation, Noah, 
and Abram & Sarai.  This week they 
heard the first two parts of our five part 
Advent and Christmas story. They 
learned how the prophet Isaiah and the 
Holy Family can show us the way to 
Bethlehem.  Next Monday, they will hear 
all five parts of the story.  This beautiful 
story will also be told during Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word this Sunday, Dec. 
17, at 11:00 Mass.  
 
The 5K and 1st through 8th grade classes 
have focused on Bible stories which 
reflect our Panther Way character 
traits. They learned to be humble 
through The Call of Simon the 
Fisherman, to be grateful for all of 
Creation, and to be diligent like the 
merchant searching for fine pearls in the 
parable of The Great Pearl. During 
Advent they heard the story of John the 
Baptist. John tells us to “Get ready!” 
Through prayer and faith sharing 
questions, the students described 
compassionate ways they prepare for 
the coming of Jesus.  
 
May the light of this Advent season and 
the light of Christ be with you always! 
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