
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster  
 
Fifth graders are creating a HyperStudio 
stack to summarize what they are 
learning about matter in science class. 
They began by creating a menu of 
subtopics and then connecting that 
menu to slides on each subtopic. They 
are summarizing main ideas on each 
topic and creating illustrations using 
drawing tools. 
 
Fourth graders are using a program 
called Geometer’s Sketchpad to learn 
about angles and polygons. The program 
allows students to create dynamic 
drawings. They can make an angle and 
measure it and when they make the 
angle bigger their measurement changes 
on the screen. Now they are “proving” 
that quadrilaterals are part of a chosen 
class by measuring angles and sides. 
 
Third graders finished creating their 
spreadsheets and making bar graphs of 
their favorite colors. We used a 
spreadsheet program called Numbers. 
We learned how to format our text, 
select our data and create a bar graph. It 
was fun to see how many graph choices 
we had. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mr. Winge 
 
Physical Education 
The end of the 1st trimester is fast 
approaching and the weather is quickly 
changing.  The students finished their 
football tournaments to wrap up that 
unit.  They learned position 
responsibility, skills, and play concepts.  
I really enjoy teaching this activity to the 
kids and feel that they get a good sense 
of the game after they get a better 
understanding of the basics.  Leading 
into Thanksgiving, we will be indoors for 
the winter learning about basketball. 
  
Health 
The middle school students have all 
wrapped up the basic foundation of 
health.  We have explored the concept of 
wellness and will now get more specific.  
The 6th grade will be working on social 
skills and communication.  We will 
study basic listening and 
communication skills and discuss how 
important it is to communicate properly 
and clearly.  The 7th grade will be going 
over some basic anatomy and physiology 
of the human body.  We will work on 
different body systems and how they 
help us perform on a daily basis.  The 8th 
grade will be studying communicable 
and no communicable disease and its 
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effect on us in the world.  We will also be 
studying the difference between virus 
and bacteria and why they exist.  Do 
they serve a purpose?   
 
From Mrs. Spencer 
 
Look What We’ve Been Working 
On in Spanish Class!! 
 
1st Grade: 

● Celebrated Día de Los Muertos 
with various activities 

● Worked on color recognition 
● Practiced number and color 

recognition together in one 
activity 

● Worked on spelling colors 
correctly  

● Practiced numbers by counting 
objects in Spanish and writing 
out the number 

● Worked on a gratitude diary for 
Thanksgiving 

 
2nd Grade: 

● Celebrated Día de Los Muertos 
with various activities 

● Put together a Lotería (Bingo) 
board with family and colors (I 
call the words in Spanish) 

● Played Pictionary to practice 
family vocabulary 

● Continue to work on our mini 
family album projects 

● Worked on a gratitude diary for 
Thanksgiving 

 
3rd Grade: 

● Celebrated Día de Los Muertos 
with various activities 

● Practiced shapes in Spanish, 
translated sentences to create a 
silly 

● Continue to work on body 
sentence translations 

● Played Pictionary and Lotería 
(Bingo) to practice body 
vocabulary   

● Worked on a gratitude diary for 
Thanksgiving 

 
4th Grade: 

● Celebrated Día de Los Muertos 
with various activities 

● We finished our 4 panel 
illustration of each season with a 
weather sentence and sentence 
describing clothing we would 
wear 

● Continue to practice weather with 
our quizlet study set  

● We created weather flashcards we 
will use in class to match Spanish 
and English together 

● Also played ¡Caramba! Which 
challenged us to know our 
weather vocabulary 

● Practiced color recognition with a 
fall activity 

● Worked on a gratitude diary for 
Thanksgiving 

 
5th Grade: 

● Celebrated Día de Los Muertos 
with various activities 

● Continue to use quizlet and our 
new game ¡Caramba! to practice 
conversation 

● We quizzed on column 2 of our 
conversation resource page 

● Practiced various conversation 
pages in class  

● Revisited days of the week and 
vocabulary words today, 
tomorrow, and yesterday 

● Learned basic subject pronouns 
in Spanish  

● We will be beginning our new 
unit which will be Central 
America 

 
 



6th Grade: 
● Celebrated Día de Los Muertos 

with various activities 
● We presented our “Special People 

in Our Lives” database project 
● Continue to practice possessive 

adjectives partnering with family 
vocabulary 

● Reviewed asking for age and 
answering in Spanish 

● Partnered up to ask a series of 
questions in Spanish 
(family/adjective related) and 
answering with complete 
sentences 

● We tackled our very first 
paragraph translation and they 
did great!! 

● We will be testing on our family 
and adjectives unit on November 
17th 

 
7th Grade: 

● Celebrated Día de Los Muertos 
with various activities 

● Played Pictionary and Lotería 
(Bingo) to practice animal 
vocabulary and -ar verbs 

● Continued to work on our tricky 
stem-changing/irregular verbs in 
class 

● We wrapped up our animal unit 
with our final test 

● Beginning our new unit which 
will clothing and expanding on 
our list of -ar verbs 

● Reviewed indefinite articles 
 
8th Grade: 

● Celebrated Día de Los Muertos 
with various activities 

● Played Pictionary and Lotería 
(Bingo) to practice animal 
vocabulary and -ar verbs 

● Continued to work on our tricky 
stem-changing/irregular verbs in 
class 

● We wrapped up our animal unit 
with our final test 

● Beginning our new unit which 
will be directions, transportation, 
and places vocabulary 

● We will be building on our list of 
verbs with our new unit as well as 
learning new grammar concepts 

● Creating our own city 
illustrations and labeling 
locations and transportation in 
Spanish 

 
From Mrs. Turner 
 
Music News 
The music room is buzzing with 
Christmas music and preparations.  Save 
the date for our Christmas concert- 
Tuesday, December 19th at 6:30 PM in 
the church sanctuary.  Students in 
grades 3K-8th will perform.  Please see 
the letter included in this week’s 
Thursday folder for complete concert 
details.    
 
From Mrs. Ricker 
 
Art News 
K4 painted adorable turkeys, which were 
then made into placemats.  
 
K5 painted beautiful fall trees and 
painted the leaves with ‘real’ sponges. 
 
The First grade students learned about 
weaving. They then chose beautiful fall 
colors and completed a woven paper 
placemat. 
 
Second graders learned about Matisse 
while doing a ‘drawing with scissors’ 
project. 
 



Third grade students learned about 
Masks. They painted very creative masks 
and learned how to mix ‘tertiary’ colors. 
 
Fourth graders are working on a 
weaving project.  They are doing a 
fantastic job, from making their own 
cardboard loom, to warp wrapping and 
using pattern and colorful yarn to 
complete the project. 
 
The Fifth grade students chose an 
animal and are doing a project where 
they are using the Elements of Art to 
complete. 
 
The Six Grade art class finished a Frank 
Lloyd Wright architectural project.  
They designed their own houses out of 
construction paper.  They did a great 
job! They are now beginning the 
“Mexican Bark’ project. 
 
Seventh graders learned about 
printmaking and had a fun art class 
printing their blocks. 
 
And finally, the Eighth graders are 
creating beautiful ‘Fauve’ trees using the 
medium of their choosing. 
 
ART CLUB will be meeting next 
Tuesday! 
 
From Mrs. Platten 
 
Student Goal Setting 
One exciting thing students in the 
learning support program have been 
doing this trimester is tracking their 
progress towards a specific goal. Of the 
goals we’ve determined based on our fall 
assessments, students each chose one 
that they would like to track. At the end 
of each week, we review their progress 
towards that goal and then they graph it 
themselves. This has been an exciting 

motivator for students and led to great 
discussions on how we reach our goals! 

 
End of Trimester 
For students receiving learning support 
in grades Kindergarten through 5th, 
Progress Reports, including current 
goals and the progress students are 
making towards these goals, will be sent 
home with your child’s first trimester 
report card on December 7th. 
 
Learning Support Substitute 
As many of you know, I will be taking 
maternity leave this winter, beginning 
late January. We are excited that our 
frequent school substitute, Mrs. Kate 
Spanholz, will be covering instruction 
for my students while I am gone. Mrs. 
Spanholz knows our school and our 
students well and we are thrilled that 
she will be filling in. She and I will be 
working closely together to make sure 
students continue progress towards 
their goals. I am confident our students 
will be in good hands until I return. 
 
From Mrs. Badran 
 
Math enrichment groups are meeting in 
several of the grades to complement the 
regular math curriculum and offer 
challenging activities to students who 
have demonstrated higher abilities in 
math.  I work closely with the classroom 
teacher to identify skills that these 
students have mastered and how to 
apply these skills to solve more difficult 
problems. 

As the first trimester is coming to an 
end, it is a good time to spend a few 
minutes with your child to reflect on 
their successes. Try asking your child 
these questions: What is something that 
was hard for you at the start of the year 
but is easy now? In what area do you feel 



you made your biggest improvements? 
What was the most challenging part of 
this trimester?  Challenge your child to 
have this conversation without ever 
mentioning grades and instead 
concentrate on the learning. 
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