
 
 
Hello there! 
 
I’m Mitchell Owens, and for those who don’t know me, I’m the Director of Music & 
Liturgy here at St. Eugene Parish. I’ve been here for about two and a half years, and in 
that time, I’ve thoroughly enjoyed working with the school children for our weekly 
School Masses, as well as the parish-wide Children’s Choir.  
 
I’m writing today because as of January 3rd, 2017, I’ll be taking over as the St. Eugene 
School Music Teacher. Ms. Falk has done incredible things with the kids over the past 
two and a half years, and she will be greatly missed. She and I have worked closely 
together on a number of projects (especially School Masses), and when she told me she 
was retiring, we discussed the possibility of me taking over for her for the remainder of 
the school year. After speaking with Mrs. Jones about this, and after a great deal of 
prayer and discernment, Mrs. Jones and I decided that the chance for me to work more 
closely with all the kids in our school would be a wonderful opportunity for both me 
and the students. 
 
Just to tell you a little more about me, I am married and have a son who is almost two, 
and my wife is expecting our second son at the beginning of January. I have both a 
Bachelor’s degree and a Master’s degree in Music, as well as a Master of Arts in 
Theology. I have never taught general music in the classroom before, but throughout 
the twelve-plus years I’ve been involved in parish ministry, I’ve had the chance to work 
with multiple children’s choirs, school cantors, and groups of children from various 
Religious Education programs. I’ve also taught private music lessons in voice and piano 
for almost ten years, and when I was in undergrad, I taught group piano classes for 
inner city public school children in Detroit. While I’ve never a school music teacher, I 
have a great deal of experience working with children of all ages, and I am looking 
forward to the opportunity to share the joy of music with the kids here at St. Eugene. 
 
In my discussions with Ms. Falk and Mrs. Jones, we decided the most effective way for 
me to approach this position is to play to my strengths. As such, for the rest of the 
school year I plan to focus on how music connects with our faith as Catholics. The 
Catholic Church has an incredible history and rich tradition of music. Music does and 
has always played an integral role in the faith life of the church, especially in our 
communal worship at mass. While exploring general musical concepts and 
strengthening the students’ skills, I hope to help the children realize just how important 
music is to our faith, and use it to deepen their relationship with Jesus and the Church. I 
plan to connect with your students’ home room teachers regarding what concepts and 
topics they will be discussing in their religion classes, and I hope to be able to 
strengthen and reinforce those concepts whenever possible. 
 



I firmly believe that communication is indispensable for any relationship, and as such, I 
plan to emphasize to the students that they can approach me to talk about anything, 
whether related to music or not. I will strive to establish a level of trust with the kids so 
that they feel comfortable talking with me, even if music isn’t their favorite subject. I 
would like to extend that same offer to you. If you ever have any concerns or questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. I will be using my parish contact info for 
communications related to the music classes for the school, and I’ve included that info 
below. 
 
I look forward to a wonderful few months with the kids, and I am grateful to Mrs. Jones 
for this opportunity to work with a fantastic group of students. 
 
God bless you all, and I hope you have a happy, safe, and holy Christmas! I’ll see you 
after the new year! 
 
Mitchell Owens 
(414)918-1104 
mowens@stme.church 


