
 

 

 

 

 

 

From Mrs. Webster  

One of our main goals for all classes is to 
teach students to be good explorers and 
problem solvers. For all projects, 
students must include some required 
elements but are always encouraged to 
add their own creativity. The beauty of 
computer projects is that students get 
immediate teacher feedback as they 
work. I continuously circle the 
classroom encouraging detail, creativity 
and innovative ideas as well as helping 
students edit and problem solve.  

Fifth graders are learning about their 
Google accounts, their passwords and all 
of the components of their Google Drive. 
For now, we ask that they only use their 
email accounts with Mrs. Dewey and 
Mrs. Webster. Last week they created a 
Google doc when we met with their first 
grade guardian angels to write their 
autobiographies. This week they shared 
their Google doc with me and worked on 
editing and formatting it. Fifth graders 
also created a database for learning their 
Spanish vocabulary. Each record has  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

fields for the English and Spanish 
vocabulary and a fields for students to 
insert the pronunciation and a picture. 

Fourth graders have reviewed their word 
processing and drawing skills as well as 
some basic computer commands and 
navigation. Our first project was to 
create a picture and caption of 
something they did over the summer. 
We also made HyperStudio stacks to 
show what we are learning about forms 
of energy in science class with words 
and pictures. Last week they drew a 
picture of one gift of God’s creation and 
learned how to export their picture so it 
could be inserted into their word 
processing document.  

Third graders have been using different 
software tools that allow them to 
combine text and graphics on the 
computers. They created pictures and 
wrote about things they did on their 
summer vacation. We posted these on 
the bulletin board outside the computer 
room. This week we used Kidspiration to 
solve some problems with number 
patterns. 

St. Eugene School 

Specialty News   

 



From Mr. Winge 
Physical Education 
We are off and running!!  Classes have 
been wonderful and the kids have been 
very energetic.   It is almost as if they 
were bored and couldn’t wait to get back 
to school!!  

We started the year by learning some 
frisbee skills.  After we got reacquainted 
with movement we learned to play 
ultimate frisbee.  Last week we started 
going over concepts of kicking and 
controlling a ball as a lead-up for soccer.  
It is always interesting to watch the 
students experiment with kicking 
different parts of the soccer ball.  For the 
middle school students we start working 
with ball control concepts that will lead 
into passing and formations for the 
offense and defense.  They will also 
explore ball control in an effort to move 
the ball up the field more efficiently. 

Health 
In the elementary classes for health, we 
are discussing what makes a person 
healthy and combining that concept 
with how we learn to be who we are as 
individuals.  We will look at concepts 
related to physical, mental/emotional, 
and family/social health and how these 
concepts work together to make us 
unique individuals! 

The middle school is working on 
concepts of risk behaviors and the 
aspects of health.  These concepts form 
the basic foundation for the middle 
school health curriculum and are of vital 
importance to helping the students 
comprehend other ideas that will be 
discussed in the future.  Everyone really 
seems to be on task and enjoying the 
activities that we have done so far. 

From Mrs. Platten 
Learning Support Program 
Logistics  
If your child has worked with myself or 
Mrs. Badran in the past, you may be 
wondering if your child will continue to 
receive that support this year. Or we 
may not have worked with your child 
yet, but you are concerned that he or she 
needs some extra support. Each year we 
look at student needs across the school.  
 
At the start of the school year, I begin by 
working with students I was seeing at 
the end of the previous school year. I 
assess them using some additional tools 
in the Learning Resource Center to see 
their progress, as well as help 
administer the PALS and MAP tests. I 
also do additional assessments with any 
students for whom teachers feel they 
need more information or may have a 
concern.   
 
Once we have all of this data, the 
teachers and I will work together 
to determine intervention groups 
for the new school year. This 
usually happens in the first weeks 
in October, at which point I will 
send home formal letters and 
permission slips to participate in 
the learning support program for 
the new school year.  
 
In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me with any questions or 
concerns! I will also plan to be at parent-
teacher conferences and meet with you 
and your child’s teacher if your child will 
be in one of my intervention groups. 
 
MAP Growth Assessment 

● Students in grades 1 through 8 
will take MAP Growth tests 



beginning the week of September 
25th.  

● MAP stands for Measures of 
Academic Progress. The “Growth” 
part of the name was added this 
year to help identify MAP more 
with what it has always been 
focused on: student growth. Our 
teachers use the information 
from MAP Growth testing to plan 
instruction for students.  

● Here is a link to FAQs for 
parents. 
https://www.nwea.org/blog/201
6/answers-to-the-top-6-
questions-parents-ask-about-the-
map-test/ 

● MAP Growth results will be 
mailed home to parents in mid-
October. 

● If your child will be receiving 
testing accommodations for 
MAP, you should receive a letter 
today.  

 

PALS Assessment 

● Students in grades 4K-3rd will be 
given the PALS assessment 
between September 18th and 
October 6th. (Kindergarten 
classes start the PALS later than 
grades 1-3.) 

● PALS stands for Phonological 
Awareness Literacy Screener. 
Activities vary by grade level, but 
this assessment allows teachers to 
sit down 1:1 with each student to 
hear them read or demonstrate 
other literacy skills, such as 
rhyming and letter-sound 
knowledge in the younger grades.  

● This is another valuable tool that 
our teachers use to plan 
instruction.  

● PALS results will be shared with 
parents at parent-teacher 
conferences in October. 

 
From Mrs. Badran 
 
The LRC has been busy assisting 
students in many academic and non-
academic ways during this first month of 
school.  Assessments of new students, 
beginning of the year assessments of 
current students, assisting in 
organizational help, and curriculum 
support are just some of the ways we 
have been ensuring that students are off 
to a good start. 
 
There are many more students 
interested in Battle of the Books this 
year and we are excited to get the 
program rolling.  Mrs. Elizabeth Mark 
will be the coordinator and the teams 
will be confirmed soon.  If there are any 
4th, 5th or 6th graders who have not 
turned in the permission slip, but are 
still interested in participating, please 
return your slip as soon as possible. 

From Mrs. Ricker 
Art News 
Welcome back to school everyone!! It’s 
going to be a great year filled with lots 
art created by our very talented 
students!! All the students and quite a 
few teachers made beautiful and unique 
‘dots’ to celebrate International Dot 
Day (9/15).  The quote from the book, 
The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds is “Just 
make a mark and see where it takes 
you”.  I think that is a good theme for all 
the Art Classes this year.  Be sure to 
come to school and check out the path of 
dots throughout the school hallways. 
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From Mrs. Spencer 
 

1st Grade: 

● Learned our Spanish colors with 
our helper crayon coloring page 

● Worked on an introduction 
activity ALL in Spanish 

● Learned our days of the week in 
Spanish 

● Learned a morning greeting song 
all in Spanish 

● Learned how to say my name is in 
Spanish 

● Took turns asking the question 
¿Cómo estás? and answering with 
basic emotions 
 

2nd Grade: 

● Reviewed our colors with the 
squishy ball 

● Worked on an introduction 
activity ALL in Spanish 

● Watched a days of the week video 
in Spanish and practiced our 
vocabulary words 

● Took turns asking the question 
¿Cómo estás? and answering with 
basic emotions 

● Practiced basic conversation 
elements 
 

3rd Grade: 

● Reviewed colors, numbers, and 
days with the squishy ball 

● Worked on an introduction 
activity ALL in Spanish and 
shared with classmates 

● Filled in Estudiante Misterioso 
(Mystery Student) page  

● Took turns asking the question 
¿Cómo estás? and answering with 
basic emotions 
 

 

4th Grade: 

● Reviewed colors, numbers, and 
days with the squishy ball 

● Worked on an introduction 
activity ALL in Spanish and 
shared with classmates  

● Filled in Estudiante Misterioso 
(Mystery Student) page and 4th 
grade shared with their 
classmates (reading everything in 
Español) 
 

5th Grade: 
● We completed an activity called 

Lee Todo Sobre Mi (Read All 
About Me) and practiced 
different parts of the activity in 
Spanish 

● We began our conversation unit 
and watched a video practicing 
conversation 

● We began creating our own comic 
strips using our Spanish 
conversation vocabulary 
 

● 6th Grade: 
● We completed an activity called 

Lee Todo Sobre Mi (Read All 
About Me) and shared different 
parts of the activity in Spanish in 
front of the class 

● Learned how to ask how old are 
you, how old is he/she, and the 
verb Tener (to have) 

● Reviewed basic subject pronouns 
and replacing names with correct 
pronoun 

● Began our family and adjectives 
(second set) unit and will review 
Ser and Tener 

 
7th & 8th Grade: 

● We completed an activity called 
Lee Todo Sobre Mi (Read All 
About Me) and shared different 



parts of the activity in Spanish in 
front of the class 

● Reviewed basic subject pronouns 
and replacing names with correct 
pronoun 

● Began our animal unit and will be 
learning many new -AR verbs, as 
well reviewing Ser and Tener 

● Began our animal project which 
we will be presenting to our 
classmates in Spanish 

From Mrs. Turner 
Come see about me… 
Hello!  My name is Alissa Turner and 
am excited to be starting my first year as 
the Music Teacher at St. Eugene.  I 
earned my Bachelor of Arts in Music 
Education from Carthage College in 
2003 and I am currently pursuing a 
master’s degree in Teacher Leadership 
at Cardinal Stritch University.  Before 
arriving at St. Eugene, I taught General 
Music at Matthias School in Milwaukee 
for 13 years.  There I served as Music 
Teacher, Youth Choir Director and 
Producer for the school's annual 
musical.  I also have over 15 years of 
experience teaching private voice and 
piano lessons. In addition to teaching, I 
adjudicate for WSMA Solo and 
Ensemble festivals throughout 
Wisconsin.  My husband and I love 
baseball, traveling (especially the 
national parks), camping and are total 
foodies. 
 
What’s happening in Music Room? 
This month, students and I are spending 
time reviewing our music skills while I 
gain a better understanding of the 
students’ prior musical knowledge.  
Students in grades K5-6 are utilizing the 
school’s new curriculum called Quaver’s 
Marvelous World of Music.  Grades 7-8 
are currently utilizing a curriculum 

called World Music Drumming by Will 
Schmid.  Here is a breakdown of what 
we are studying.  

● K4-Students are working on their 
skills of singing, playing 
classroom instruments and 
moving to music.   

● K5- 2nd- Students are studying 
the concepts of beat and meter.  

● 3rd & 4th- Students are 
composing and reading music in 
meters of 2, 3 and 4. 

● 5th- Students are studying 
musical form. 

● 6th- Students are examining 
musical genres and will be 
starting a composition lesson 
which asks them to utilize their 
knowledge of rhythm, pitch, 
chord and lyrics. 

● 7th & 8th- Students are learning 
about the culture of African 
Drumming traditionally found on 
the West Coast of Africa.  
Students are studying how to play 
drums, rattles, bells as part of a 
musical ensemble. 

 

Next month, the students and I will 
begin to dive into music for the 
Christmas concert.  Mark your 
calendars!  Students will present their 
Christmas concert on Tuesday, 
December 19th at 6:30 PM. I’m already 
looking forward to it! 

In God’s service 

 

 

 

 



From Mrs. Slattery 

Worship Circle 
This year, our Worship Circle liturgies 
tie into our Panther Way program.  I 
have selected Bible stories which reflect 
the seven Catholic social teachings and 
corresponding character traits.   
 
This week, grades 4K and 4th heard the 
story of Creation in anticipation of the 
kindergarten Panther Way presentation 
on October 5th.  The other grades 
focused on Luke 5:1-11, “The Call of 
Simon the Fisherman.” Their discussion 
questions reflected this month’s social 
teaching “Called to Live as Family and 
Community” along with the character 
trait of being humble.   
 
In response to thoughtful suggestions 
from the teachers at the end of last year, 
I modified our Worship Circle format to 
help deepen our prayer experience and 
foster stronger guardian angel 
relationships between the older and 
younger students. Special thanks to the 
15 student leaders for their diligence in 
preparing for their roles and learning 
our new liturgy format.  
 
Please refer to the Sept. 7th Go for the 
Gold if you would like further 
information about the Panther Way 
Program. Thank you! 
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