
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Newscasts 
In connection with their current areas of 
study in science class, both sixth and 
seventh graders have been asked to 
assume the role newscasters. Their job is 
to create a one to two minute video news 
segment using the vocabulary and 
concepts they are learning with Ms. L. 
Seventh graders are reporting on new 
findings in cell research. They are using 
Final Cut Pro to put together their 
videos. Sixth graders are meteorologist 
reporting a some form of severe 
weather. Researching and planning their 
newscast were important first steps. 
They are editing their video with iMovie. 
They will share their final movies with 
their classmates in science class. 
 
Science Fair Graphs  
Seventh and eighth graders are planning 
and creating appropriate graphs for 
their science fair project using Excel. 
The planning of these graphs is quite 
challenging for many of them. They 
must understand what their variables 
are, how to label their graphs and what 
type of graph best represents their data. 
When doing these tasks on the computer 
they must be convinced that they are in 
charge of the outcome, rather than just  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
accepting whatever defaults the program 
gives them. This also gave them the 
opportunity to ask questions about 
graph options. We will be working on 
the graphs during technology classes 
and students will have the option to take 
them home if needed to complete them 
for their science fair display. 
 
Marquette Math Meet 
Congrats to the nine middle schoolers 
who participated in the Marquette High 
School Fall Math Meet last Sunday: Alex 
Gould, Myles Melloch, Anna Andres, 
Stephen Miceli, Paul Firsan, Tristan 
Rouse, Jacob Williams, Andrew Pienkos, 
and Patrick Firsan. These students spent 
the afternoon doing challenging 
problem solving both individually and in 
teams. Congratulations to Paul and 
Andrew who received fourth and fifth 
place team awards. Tristan and Patrick 
received a ribbon for placing in the top 
20% of all participants and Paul 
received a medal for placing in the top 
10%. A huge congratulation to Anna 
Andres who took second place overall in 
the competition! Out of approximately 
200 students, Anna had the second 
highest score. 
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From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Homework Strikes 
A new homework strike policy will be 
implemented in the middle school. If 
your student has two missing 
assignments in a given subject, he/she 
will be given a homework strike. This 
homework strike will act just like a 
behavior strike. If two strikes are 
received in a trimester, the student has 
to serve lunch detention. If three strikes 
are received in a trimester, the student 
has to serve a half-day detention in the 
office.  Because homework isn’t docked 
for being late, the strike policy will still 
hold students accountable for turning 
their work in on time.  Additionally, it 
will hopefully teach them responsibility 
of staying on top of their work.  
 
Math Pun: What if Algebra 
teachers are really pirates and 
they’re using us to find ‘x’ so they 
can find the treasure?! 
 
IXL Subscription 
Last week, the school started a year-long 
subscription to IXL, a great website (and 
app!) to practice math and for 
differentiation.  Every student in middle 
school has a login, and teachers can 
assign certain standards for students to 
work on.  These standards could be 
below grade level, on grade level, or even 
above grade level!  If your student is 
ever struggling on a certain topic, feel 
free to have them use IXL for help. Or, if 
you’d like your student to practice more 
math, send them to IXL! 
 
6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders are currently trying to 
earn their blue belts in long division and 
decimal operations.  We’ve covered 
adding, subtracting, and multiplying 
decimals, and now we’re working 

through division.  These are all great life 
skills to have, especially since decimals 
are in our everyday lives (ex: money).   
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders mastered their fraction 
chapter and have started their black belt 
training on rates and decimal 
operations.  Just like fractions, we 
covered decimal operations last year, 
but this year we are adding in negative 
decimals.  Students will have to 
remember their integer operation ideas 
along with the decimal operations.  We 
will also cover rates, ratios, and mean, 
median, mode, and range. 
 
Intro to Algebra 
Yesterday, the 8th graders quizzed on 
solving equations, and they did really 
well overall.  Now, we are heading into 
applications of proportions and percent.  
Real world ideas such as tip, tax, 
markup, commission, and percent 
increase will all be explored. 
 
Science Pun: If Apple made a car 
would it have Windows?! 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
The 6th graders started their chapter on 
Extreme Weather earlier this week. In it, 
we’ll explore ideas about tornadoes, 
thunderstorms, hurricanes, droughts, 
and floods and how they form.  
Additionally, we will try to track a 
hurricane in the coming days, and the 
students are working on a computer 
project that deals with a type of Extreme 
Weather. 
 
6th Grade Field Trip to Discovery 
World 
This past Tuesday, the 6th graders took 
their annual trip to Discovery World.  It 
was a great time as we were able to 
explore most of the museum, and we got 



our hands dirty while dissecting a squid! 
The smell was a bit strong at first, but a 
great time was had by all! 
 
7th & 8th Grade Science Fair: DATE 
CHANGE! 
The Science Fair has two important date 
changes: the Science Fair report is now 
due Thursday November 16, and the 
Science Fair is on Friday November 
17.  Both the 7th and 8th graders should 
know this, as they were told of the 
changes in class.  That being said, that 
gives us four (4) weeks from today until 
the report is due. Students are hopefully 
running experiments as we speak to stay 
on top of their deadline.  Happy 
experimenting!  
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders have been working 
through a chapter on the different types 
of cells. We had created models of 
prokaryotic cells before learning about 
the different parts to a eukaryotic cell.  
With that knowledge, we’ve been taking 
class time to create a cell analogy poster 
with a partner.  The students had to 
come up with an analogy that compares 
a plant or animal cell to a system.  The 
analogies are very creative this year and 
include a prison, Mickey Mouse 
Clubhouse, the internet, the United 
States, and a hospital to name a few.  
They will be on display in the hallway 
during conferences, so be sure to check 
them out! 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
The 8th graders are working through the 
beginnings of our look into chemistry by 
studying the atomic theory.  We’ve 
learned about the main players who 
helped create our modern model of an 
atom and how each contributed.  With 
that information, we will be able to look 

into molecules, the periodic table, and 
chemical reactions in the future!  
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies 
We are continuing to study how the first 
civilizations formed and spread and how 
geography played a big part in where 
these first civilizations began. We will 
also look at the advantages people 
gained from settling down in one place. 
  
6th Grade Religion 
This year the 6th grade has been doing 
worship circle with their K5 grade 
buddies.  I am so impressed with the 
demeanor of the class during this time.  
They are respectful, prayerful, and 
inquisitive.  The children that have 
leaded the bible stories have been 
terrific. I want to thank Mrs. Slattery 
who does such a wonderful job 
facilitating this prayer service.  
 
Throughout the school year the class will 
be tested over a number of basic faith 
fundamentals that will include certain 
prayers, the Beatitudes, the Holy Days of 
Obligation, the 10 commandments and 
more.  Next week they will be quizzed 
over the Precepts of the Church. 
 
7th Grade Literature 
The class is continuing to work on the 
story “Rikki, Tikki, Tavi”. They 
researched characteristics of cobras and 
mongooses and we compared notes in 
class discussion.  We have also begun 
our biography book presentations.  Each 
child has been assigned a presentation 
date and hopefully we will be able to 
stick to our schedule.  They should all be 
practicing their presentation at home 
with you.   



They will begin working on their first 
written book report on Nov. 1st so the 
book (it can be either the choice or 
mystery) must be read by then. 
 
7th Grade Social Studies 
We are finishing up our study of the 
Middle Ages with a look at the Crusades 
and the 100’s year war.  After that we 
will look at the Renaissance.  We will 
study where it originated and why it 
began in Italy.  We’ll also look at how 
did ideas from regions outside of Europe 
influence the Renaissance and how did 
the Renaissance spread throughout 
Europe. 

8th Grade Social Studies 
The class is continuing their study of the 
Civil War. We have taken a look at the 
reasons for the war. Now we will study 
some of the principle players and the 
strategies each side adopted to win the 
war.  Next we will at some of the 
Confederate and Union victories. 
 
From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th Grade Religion 
 Since the month of October is dedicated 
to the Holy Rosary, we will be taking 
some class time to reflect on Mary and 
the Rosary. I hope you were able to join 
us for Living Rosary. The students did a 
wonderful job! It was a beautiful and 
‘prayful’ presentation. 
God Bless!! 
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
These students are finishing their 
narrative stories this week. Due to 
conferences next week, the story will be 
due on Wednesday. Next we will go back 
to the grammar book and study nouns. 

 
In Lit we started reading Brian’s Winter. 
This class read Hatchet last year and 
how Brian survived the plane crash and 
lived till his rescue. Their new book 
continues the story as if Brian wasn’t 
rescued and now has to survive in 
winter. During this book we journal as 
we talk about Brian’s daily life, and we’ll 
write how we may have similar feelings 
in our own lives. At the end of the book 
the students will make presentations in 
hyper studio on survival skills. Each 
student will take a different skill. 
 
7th Grade 
These students have turned in their 
narrative stories and have started the 
next unit in the grammar book on 
nouns. The beginning is a review of 
work they had last year (common, 
proper, concrete and abstract, making 
plurals and possessives), but we will 
dive more into the use of nouns in 
sentences. It’s a short unit, so we may be 
able to get another writing assignment 
in before the end of the trimester. 
 
 
 
8th Grade 
The 8th graders are finishing up many 
units of study this week. Today they had 
the test on Fatima and the rosary. We 
had a wonderful retreat day on Tuesday, 
and we will be finishing up the first unit 
in the religion book over the next two 
weeks. On Friday they have the big short 
story test. We will begin Our Town next 
week in Lit.  
 
The 8th grade narrative stories were 
handed in, and now we can start the 
pumpkin stories. It’s become an 8th 
grade tradition to write a Halloween 
story and carve a pumpkin to go with it 
and have the 6th and 7th graders vote for 



their favorite story. Winners get an extra 
treat bag! The students will work in 
groups of 3, and the stories are graded 
on creativity and mostly good editing. 
The mechanics must be near perfect 
with 3 sets of eyes going over the story. 
Students will need to provide their own 
pumpkin for the group. Pumpkins will 
be gutted on Friday the 27th and finished 
up on Monday the 30th. The stories will 
be read on Halloween.  
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