
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Algebra One 
My eighth graders are working on 
exponential and radical functions this 
week. They did an awesome job of 
applying what they already knew about 
the characteristics of functions and 
solving functions to these two new types 
of functions. This ability to compare and 
make connections is paramount for 
retaining new skills. We are also 
working on a short project to investigate 
careers that use math. Each student has 
chosen one career to create a 
presentation about. They are 
encouraged to interview someone who 
works in that field as one of their 
resources. They will share their 
presentations with their classmates the 
week before Easter break. 
 
Choice Business Projects 
The eighth graders are hard at work on 
designing and creating projects that will 
take care of the marketing, finances and 
human resources of their businesses. 
These choice projects will represent 50% 
of their trimester grade. To be successful 
with these projects, students must call 
upon one of the single most important 
skills - productive use of time. They are 
also welcomed and encourages to plan 
and/or work on these projects at home 
also. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skills Tests 
Most of our work in technology class is 
project based. However we do take two 
skills test in middle school. The seventh 
grade assessment focuses on 
spreadsheet skills. To prepare for this 
test, students were given a list of the 
skills they were expected to know and 
asked to spend at least one class 
practicing to make sure they could 
perform each task. They are encouraged 
to ask questions about any skills they are 
unsure of. Their test today asked them 
to demonstrate the exact skills on the 
list they were given. Sixth graders will be 
focusing on their word processing skills 
using a similar format. Their test will be 
next week. 
 
Help Needed - Junior Achievement 
Field Trip 
I am still looking for one more parents 
who would be willing to accompany the 
seventh graders on our field trip on May 
1st to Finance Park. Details are in a flyer 
in the Thursday folder. 
 
From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Math Pun: Are you a 90 degree 
angle? Because you’re looking 
right!   
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6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders have been working 
through a chapter on geometry!  We’ve 
covered angles, triangles, and 
quadrilaterals and worked with 
protractors to measure and draw angles.  
We’ll continue this for a while yet and 
get into polygons, congruent and similar 
figures, and line symmetry. 
 
6th Grade BizTown 
This week, the 6th graders role-played 
some workplace scenarios that involved 
some poor workplace behavior.  We 
talked about what soft skills a good 
employee would have, and how they 
should use these traits when we go to 
BizTown on May 1st.  Next week is the 
week when we finally apply for jobs at 
either the City Hall, US Bank, or 
Wisconsin Sports!  The job descriptions 
have been posted in my room, and 
students should be deciding which three 
jobs they’d like to apply for.  Ask your 
student what they’re interested in! 
 
Additionally, permission slips will be 
sent home on Monday! Be sure to return 
it by the due date. We will also need 
three parent volunteers to help run the 
businesses. See the volunteer letter that 
was attached to the permission slip. 
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders recently wrapped up 
their first geometry chapter that covered 
angle pairs, triangles, quadrilaterals, 
and polygons!  We used formulas and 
equations to find missing angle 
measurements in all sorts of polygons.  
Next, we’ll dive into transformations of 
polygons such as reflections, 
translations, rotations, and dilations.  
   
Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders are currently looking at 
quadratic functions!  We’ve figured out 

ways to identify quadratics, we’ve found 
the characteristics of quadratics (vertex, 
zeros, axis of symmetry), and now we’ve 
started to put it all together and graph 
them!  This process takes a couple steps, 
but if it’s done right, it’s a breeze! 
 
Science Pun:  Plateaus…the 
highest form of flattery!  

6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
The 6th graders wrapped up their rock 
cycle chapter last week, and did really 
well with the material.  Now, we are 
headed into a couple chapters on 
volcanoes, starting with where they 
form.  We’ll discuss the different types of 
plate boundaries and hot spots that a 
volcano can form at before getting into 
the different types of volcanoes. 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders are in the midst of a 
chapter on asexual and sexual 
reproduction.  We’ve already discussed 
asexual reproduction and are now 
focusing on sexual reproduction.  We’ve 
discussed and spent a lot of class time 
relating words such as sperm, egg, 
fertilization, variation, and gamete to 
flower, plant, pollination, anther, 
stigma, and pollen.  Next week, we’ll 
dissect some basic flowers to get more of 
an idea of the reproductive structures 
within plants.   
 
In addition, the 7th graders started 
presenting their genetic disorder 
brochures yesterday!  They were very 
well done with lots of good information.  
This will be a science project grade as 
well as a Speaking and Listening grade 
for the 3rd trimester, so look for those 
grades within the coming weeks. 

7th and 8th grade trip to Chicago 
On April 12th, the 7th and 8th graders 
will be going to Chicago on a field trip.  



The 7th grade will visit the Shedd 
Aquarium, and the 8th grade will be 
visiting the Art Museum.  Permission 
slips were sent home this week and 
should be returned by March 31st.  There 
is a policy in effect that if students have 
missing work from now until the trip, 
they will not be able to go.  The students 
are well aware of this as there has been a 
sign in my room for multiple weeks now.  
Please help stay on top of your child’s 
work so he/she can come along on this 
wonderful opportunity! 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
Last week, the 8th graders finished up 
their chapters on Direction of Motion 
and Circular Motion. We did a couple 
activities where we tried to see 
centripetal force in action including 
trying to spin water in a bucket around 
our heads and trying to spin a coin on a 
hanger.  Although the coin one was 
tricky, nearly everyone was able to stay 
dry with the bucket!  This week, we’ve 
been doing the First Annual 8th Grade 
Challenge where we’ve been building a 
device to land dice on a target on the 
gym floor. The devices are pretty 
creative and we’ll put it to the test 
tomorrow in the gym!  After that, groups 
will have to write a short report 
describing the forces and motion within 
their device. 
 

From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th Grade Religion 
The 7th graders are learning about the 
Beatitudes and how they are relevant in 
today’s world.  In preparation for 
Reconciliation, we discussed 
examination of conscience and the 10 
Commandments. 
 

From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
We finished reading Witness, and I’ve 
collected their notebooks that kept track 
of the characters and their traits, noting 
if they changed during the book. 
Students are now working on the final 
project of creating their own character, 
finding a picture to match, and writing 
poems (in the style of the book) that 
portray their character’s traits and 
feelings of what is happening in the 
town. The students will insert these 
poems into the book’s action. This is 
done on their iPad so we can share them 
when finished.  
 

In Language Arts we are still working on 
verbs – transitive, intransitive, irregular, 
tenses, etc. There is still a lot to go over 
before we have the test. 

7th Grade 
We started a descriptive writing piece – 
character sketches. Students are 
focusing on describing a person they 
know well by “showing” their traits and 
not just telling them. Armed with a list 
of character traits and examples, these 
essays should be good. Rough drafts are 
due Friday. 
 
8th Grade 
The 8th graders are in the middle of To 
Kill A Mockingbird – haven’t gotten to 
the tense parts yet. We’ve worked with 
comprehension skills, predicting 
outcomes, and irony while discussing 
the chapters. We are working on Living 
Stations, which takes up most all of our 
religion class times, and in Language Arts 
we just finished the test on Verbs II. We 
will move right on to the unit on 
modifiers before our next writing 
assignment. We also have commercials 



for Business Fair to start soon, and after 
break we will start the Memory Book. All 
of the sudden graduation doesn’t seem 
to far off!!! 
 
Can’t wait to see Shrek! Break your 
legs, middle schoolers! 
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies  
We are now looking at the glory of 
Ancient Greece.  We’ll discuss the daily 
like of ancient Greeks, compare Athens 
and Sparta, and look at the spread of 
Greek culture because of the conquests 
of Alexander the Great. 
 
6th Grade Religion 
We are now taking a look at the story of 
Jacob, where we see how Jacob learned 
to trust God through difficult 
circumstances, and how God brought 
about good results even from Jacob’s 
bad choices and situations. 
 
7th Grade Social Studies 
The class is now presenting their mini 
project about Latin America.  They 
worked with a partner and they have 
selected a country to present to the 
class.  Among the things they are 
showing us in their presentation are the 
government, economy, and culture with 
lots of pictures. 
 
7th Grade Literature 
We have begun the chapter book My 
Brother Sam is Dead.  This story is an 
historical fiction that deals with the 
story of Tim Meeker a young man with 
torn loyalties because his brother Sam is 
a patriot and his father is a loyalist 
during the Revolutionary War. This 
book does a wonderful job of showing 
Tim’s conflicts about war itself and the 
tragic consequences for his family. 

The book reports for the 3rd trimester 
are a choice book, an adventure book, 
and a historical fiction book.  The 
choice book will be presented as a 
piccollage and is due April 13th. 

8th Grade Social Studies 
The class has begun their study of World 
War II.  They have done several 
activities focusing on their prior 
knowledge of the war and now will work 
with a partner discovering about the 
fascism in Europe, militants in Japan, 
and the leaders of Germany and Italy.  
 

 

 

 

 


