
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Quadratic Functions 
Eighth graders are continuing their 
study of quadratic functions by 
exploring and graphing equations with a 
squared variable. Using the software, 
Geometer’s Sketchpad, students are able 
to manipulate the variables in the 
function and look for patterns. Of 
course, I could simply tell them all of 
this but the learning is much more 
powerful - and permanent - when they 
discover these patterns for themselves. 
 
Job Interviews 
The job interviews for our thirty-
something seventh graders were very 
impressive. Students came confident 
and well prepared. Thanks to Mrs. 
Boyle, Mrs. Prendergast and Ms. Jones 
for taking the time to conduct these 
interviews. Hopefully they will all get 
jobs and salaries that match the cars and 
homes they are hoping for. Despite how 
foreign professional conduct and writing 
is for middle school kids, I am very 
impressed with the effort they put into 
this. I saw some wonderful progress in 
their ability to emulate “thirty 
something.” One of the activities that 
our alumni comment on the most as 
using in later lives is their resume 
writing and job interviews in 7th grade. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research Skills 
The sixth graders are working on their 
research skills. Using their independent 
project topic, students are learning 
about using good keyword search 
strategies, evaluating the websites they 
find and citing their sources. These are 
skills they will hone each year with Mrs. 
Prendergast and me. 
 
From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Math Pun: Why is one-fifth 
always stressed?  Because he’s 
two-tenths!   
 
6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders will be testing for their 
Level 3 Yellow Belt tomorrow on integer 
operations!  Adding & subtracting 
integers proved to be tricky, but 
multiplying and dividing was easier with 
the help of our tic tac toe board!  These 
are skills that students should continue 
to practice as they will see them for the 
duration of their lives!  Now, we’ll head 
into a chapter on solving one-step 
equations! 
 
6th Grade BizTown 
The 6th graders are in the midst of a unit 
on community and economy.  We 
simulated production of goods using 
paper, tape, and a marker—ask your 
child what product their group made!  
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The groups needed to come up with a 
prototype of the object, and then only 
had five minutes to produce as many 
products as they could.  Some groups 
divided the work up, giving everyone a 
job, and were able to create the most 
products that way.  In the next two 
weeks, we’ll wrap up this unit, and then 
get into the highly anticipated “Work 
Readiness” unit.  Here we will discuss 
interests and skills before applying for 
our BizTown jobs! 
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders are wrapping up their 
black belt training on inequalities within 
the coming days.  It was a little tricky at 
first trying to remember which way the 
graph was supposed to go and 
remembering to flip our inequality sign 
in special situations, but they did a great 
job mastering it!  We’ll quiz on this 
material next week, and then we will 
take a cumulative test on equations and 
inequalities to wrap it all up.  After that, 
we’ll head into their geometry discipline! 
   
Intro to Algebra 
Earlier this week, the 8th graders 
wrapped up their chapter on 
polynomials, where we classified, added, 
subtracted, and multiplied them.  Next, 
we’ll stick with the concept of 
polynomials, but now we’ll factor them.  
This is sometimes looked at as being the 
reverse of what we just covered! 
 
 
Science Pun:  I wanted to be an 
astronaut but my parents told me 
the sky was the limit.  
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
The 6th graders wrapped up their 
chapter on the Earth’s structure today.  
Our earth models that we made to 
illustrate the different layers turned out 

great!  We had a variety of models made 
out of marshmallows, sand, dirt, water, 
clay, tin foil, and even a cantaloupe!  
Next, we’ll head into a chapter on the 
rock cycle.  We'll learn about the 
different types of rocks and how they 
form and change between the different 
types. 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders are near the end of their 
chapter on genes and DNA.  We’ve 
learned about the scientists behind 
DNA, the structure of DNA, the function 
of DNA, and what mutations in DNA can 
do.  We’ll test on this chapter next week, 
and then spend a couple days 
researching genetic disorders.  Every 
student will choose a genetic disorder to 
research and will make an informational 
brochure about it (like the ones you see 
in the doctor’s office!).  The next chapter 
we’ll head into after that will be asexual 
and sexual reproduction. 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
The 8th graders wrapped up their first 
Physics chapter involving straight line 
motion today.  We looked at the forces 
acting on skydivers from the moment 
they’re in the plane to the moment they 
land on the ground, we ran an 
experiment to test the motion of a ball 
coming off of a ramp at different 
distances, and we learned why seat belts 
are so important in cars!  Next, we’ll 
head into direction of motion and 
circular motion.  Hopefully the weather 
will continue to warm up as we’ve got a 
couple of labs to test motion that will 
have to be done outside! 
 
 
 
 
 



From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th Grade Religion 
The 7th graders reflected on the retreat 
at the Peace Center. They had learned 
about a conflict resolution strategy 
called Ready, Set, Go.  They also 
participated in team building exercises.  
On Wednesday of last week, we went on 
a service trip to Hunger Task Force to 
box food for the elderly.  It was a very 
productive day! 
 
From Ms. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies  
We have begun working on the rise of 
ancient Greece and we have looked at 
how the geography influenced ancient 
Greece, the Trojan War, the dark age of 
Greece and the development of the city-
states.  We’ll also take a brief look at the 
religion, philosophy, and arts of ancient 
Greece. 
 
6th Grade Religion 
The class has been working on creating 
acronyms that express their hope in God 
and faith mean to them.  They are being 
very creative and coming up with some 
very good acronyms.  Some of them are 
LIFE – Live In Faith Everyday, FAITH – 
Forwarding All Issues To Heaven.  I am 
really enjoying their enthusiasm for this 
project.       
 
 7th Grade Social Studies 
The class will take a quick look at the 
people and culture of Latin America.  
They will look at where they live 
(population density), the native roots of 
the people of Latin America and the 
religious beliefs of the people.  Next they 
will begin a mini in school project about 
Latin America 
 
 

7th Grade Literature 
We have complete the play “The 
Monsters are Due on Maple Street” and 
next will begin the chapter book “My 
Brother Sam is Dead” This story is an 
historical fiction that takes place during 
the American Revolution and deals with 
Tim Meeker, a young man with torn 
loyalties, because his brother Sam is a 
patriot and his father is a loyalist. 
Reminder: the second written book 
report is due Feb. 24th.  
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
The students are still working on their 
Roaring 20’s videos, which are a joint 
computer and social studies project. 
While doing that we are also moving on 
to the Great Depression.  We’ll be 
discussing the causes of the depression, 
the hardships it caused, and how we 
eventually got out of the depression.  
Also we’ll be drawing some parallels 
from the 1929 depression and the 
recession of 2008. 
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
As we scream towards the end of the 3rd 
trimester, we are trying to get our 
research essay completed. We read 
several articles on teens lying, cheating, 
and stealing, and after some lively 
discussion, now the students are 
researching their own thesis as it relates 
to this subject. Some are looking if 
percentages have changed over time, 
some are looking at adults who engage 
in this activity, and some are looking to 
see if this is lifelong. They are all 
researching and taking notes. Today we 
talked about writing good introductions. 
These essays will be due next week 
Wednesday, so you should see them 
typing over the weekend. 
 



In lit we started reading Witness. We 
read it together in class because much of 
it brings in history and may need to be 
explained more. We have started writing 
about the characteristics of some of the 
people in this book, and the students are 
doing a good job discussing. 

7th Grade 
These students are finishing up their 
essays about the themes they saw being 
developed in the short stories they read. 
They needed to introduce their thesis in 
an interesting way and then proceed to 
cite text and quotes from the story that 
backed it up. Today they exchanged and 
looked for the thesis, the main idea of 
each paragraph, and made sure the 
conclusion referred back to the original 
thesis. These will be due on Monday. 
 
8th Grade 
We are still doing MAP testing today, 
but then the students will be free to start 
typing their research paper in the lab. 
We covered parenthetical 
documentation yesterday, so they will be 
able to cite their sources at least 4 times 
in the course of their 5-6 page paper. 
The note cards have been sorted, and 
they are ready to create their paper at 
the computer. At no time can these be 
emailed home to work on – all work is 
done in the lab. They may take home a 
printed copy of what they have so far in 
order to edit. You should ask to see what 
they are working on and give 
suggestions!  

In religion we are doing some 
meditation and contemplation forms of 
prayer. Maybe they’ll get to like one of 
these forms! Lent is upon us, and soon 
we will start preparing for doing the 
Living Stations. The students really 
enjoy doing the stations for the school 
and also one night for the parishioners. 
Forms will be coming home about the 

times, so you can check your calendar 
and make sure your student is available 
for both performances if they want a 
major role. And hopefully you can 
attend both! 

 
 


