
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Sewall 
 
Trimester 1 ends next Tuesday, 
November 20th!  Have your student 
check OptionC to make sure they aren’t 
missing any work! 
 
Math Joke: Old mathematicians never 
die. They just lose some of their 
functions! 
 
6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders have been busy working 
through fraction operations for the past couple 
of days!  On Tuesday, they will attempt to earn 
their first black belt of the year by taking a quiz 
on it.  We’ve been doing a lot of different 
activities to practice all of these operations, so 
hopefully your student is ready!  After 
Thanksgiving, we will take a cumulative test on 
the last two concepts we’ve gone through: 
decimal and fraction operations.  Don’t forget 
those skills over break!  Then, we will get into 
ratios, rates, and proportions.   
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders have been attempting to earn 
their green belt by studying factors and 
exponents!  We’ve been working through 
factoring monomials and finding the GCF and 
LCM of monomials. In addition to that, we also 
learned two exponent rules that the students 
will see again in 8th grade.  We’ll quiz 
tomorrow, and then we’ll start our new belt 
discipline by getting into proportions, interest, 
tax, and percent change. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders have been busy learning about 
functions.  We’ve grasped the fundamentals of  
functions, and now we’re in the midst of a big 
section on linear functions!  We’ve covered  
concepts such as rate of change, slope, 
graphing lines, distance formula, midpoint 
formula, and direct variation.  There are a lot of 
clever songs and videos that we’ve used to help 
us remember this information (ask your 
student about Slope Dude!). 
 
Science Joke: What animal is made up 
of calcium, nickel, and neon?  A CaNiNe! 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
The 6th graders are continuing their look into 
Extreme Weather.  We’ve learned how 
thunderstorms, tornadoes, and hurricanes 
formed.  We modeled a tornado in a 2-liter 
bottle to see the effects on solid objects on the 
ground.  Tomorrow, we’ll try to track a 
hurricane to see if we can evacuate the correct 
areas of a region and warn the right people.  
We’ll run out of days to test before break, so 
we’ll wrap it up after break and then start a 
chapter on climate and factors that affect it. 
 
7th & 8th Grade Science Fair – Well done 
students! 
Yesterday was the annual Science Fair, and the 
students did a remarkable job with their 
presentations!  Thank you to those who were 
able to attend – the students truly do enjoy 

St. Eugene School 
 

Middle School News 



showing off their work to others!  There was a 
lot to learn down in Mackin:  does a certain 
type of pencil cause fatigue faster, can you 
multitask and do well on a test, does name-
brand vs. generic soda matter, does 
keyboarding technique matter, what are the 
effects of tobacco on pregnancy, is a dog’s 
mouth cleaner than a human’s, what types of 
antenna can pick up satellite signals, is it better 
to see or hear a list of words in order to 
remember them, and so many more!  Well 
done students – another great Fair in the 
books! 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders are in the midst of learning 
about cellular respiration. We’ve drilled the 
equation into our heads and should know it by 
now. We’ve also run two experiments to see 
this process take place without oxygen (called 
fermentation). The first one was taking a look 
at yeast going through this process. The second 
one was an investigative look at which 
substance would create the most carbon 
dioxide product and thus energy: protein, 
starch, or sugar. Ask your student which was 
the best!  After the break, we will do a quick 
look into a process called diffusion. 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical Science) 
The 8th graders have jumped headfirst into a 
quick look at the periodic table. We listened to 
some fun songs to get us into the spirit and 
have now started doing various activities to get 
us more acquainted with the table.  We will test 
on this new knowledge after Thanksgiving, and 
then we will get into chemical reactions and 
equations (*Gasp* Math and Science are 
mixed!). 
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies 
We continue to look at ancient Mesopotamia. 
The class has been practicing their note taking 
skills and is doing a nice job of it. We will 
continue to study how geography made the rise 
of civilization in the Fertile Crescent possible, 
learn about Sumerian cities, and study the 
characteristics of Sumerian religion. 
 
 

6th Grade Religion 
We are finishing up our look at the creation 
stories and next we will look at the root of sin 
being a lack of trust in God.  We’ll use the 
Adam and Eve story to analyze the 
consequences of their lack of trust in God. The 
class has completed their endangered animal 
projects and is now presenting them to the 
class. I am so impressed on what a wonderful 
job they did. 
 
7th Grade Literature 
The class is working on their second written 
book report this week and they are doing a 
good job. We have completed the biography 
interviews and the class did a wonderful job 
presenting the person they picked to do their 
biography on.  I am very proud of all of them. 
 
7th Grade Social Studies 
The class has begun the Renaissance Period. 
We are looking at where it originated and why 
it began in Italy.  We’ll also look at how did 
ideas from regions outside of Europe influence 
the Renaissance and how did the Renaissance 
spread throughout Europe. 

7th Grade Religion 
The class is taking a look at how Jesus revealed 
God to us. To do this we are studying the 
significance of Jesus’ genealogy and discussing 
ways that Jesus fulfilled the revelations of God.  
We’ll also discuss the covenants God made with 
Abraham and Noah and how important they 
were to the story of Jesus’ divine revelation.  
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
The class has begun presenting their Civil War 
battle projects. They worked together well and 
seem to have put together very good power 
points in a short period of time. After the 
presentations we will hop into our “time 
machine” and look at the Civil Rights 
Movement and the major event of that 
movement. 
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
We’ve started reading Witness and are getting 
to know the characters by keeping a character 
log. We will record how ideals change as the 



KKK starts to infiltrate into a small Vermont 
town in the 1920s. In Language Arts we will be 
finishing the unit on nouns this week, and the 
test will be next Tuesday. We will then be 
starting the next major writing piece after 
Thanksgiving break. 
 
 
7th Grade 
This class has finished with the unit on 
pronouns today, will review on Friday and be 
tested on Monday. We will go right to the 
lesson on verbs and hopefully finish before 
Christmas break. 
 
8th Grade 
We have only Act III to get through in Our 
Town before break. We will watch the play 
when we return and end with a test and do a 
written response about the theme of this novel. 
In Language Arts we had the test on pronouns 
this week, and we will start preparations for the 
BIG research paper after Thanksgiving. You 
will be hearing lots more about that! In religion 
this week the students are hearing about some 
modern day saints. When we finish, they will 
research a saint of today and present their 
findings through keynote or another computer 
program of their choice. We will also begin to 
prepare the Advent services for the school. 
 
I wish everyone a blessed Thanksgiving! 
We all have much to be thankful for. 
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