
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
World Hunger Banquet 
On February 15, fifth through eighth 
graders attended a world banquet where 
they were asked to play a given role of a 
citizen from somewhere in the world. 
They were given a name, a country and a 
brief description of this person. Students 
then gathered in Mackin Hall to 
introduce themselves to each other.  
 
Students were divided at tables by their 
economic class. Using statistical data, 
the percentage of students in 3 income 
categories were used to mirror the real 
world. Fifteen percent of the students 
were served at a fancy table with 
decorations and had access to all of the 
food they wanted. Thirty-five percent sat 
at more crowded tables and had a more 
limited supply of food. The other 50 
percent sat on the floor and had to wait 
in line for meager portions of rice and 
water. The lower income represented 
the half of our world who makes less 
than $1000 per year. 
 
After 30 minutes, students were told 
what the various situations represented 
and how it reflected circumstances in 
the real world. Follow up discussions 
were held in religion classes. I was very  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
impressed with the depth and insight of 
the student discussion. 
 
One of our main goals is to have 
students see that handouts are not an 
enduring solution to world hunger. 
Efforts like our sustainable farming 
project with our sister parish are far 
more effective in the long term. If this 
topic has not come up already at home, 
please ask your child about their 
experience at the World Hunger 
Banquet. 
 
Programming 
Most of our 8th grade students have 
spent one Power Hour each week 
learning how to write programs on their 
TI calculators. Starting with a few basic 
commands, they learned to write 
programs which could calculate area or 
volume using formulas and inputs. Next 
students used tutorials to learn new 
skills of their choice. Finally students 
had the opportunity to use their 
programming skills to operate Rover, a 
TI car robot. This week students were 
asked to summarize what they learned 
about programming. Ask your child to 
share what he or she learned.  
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From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Just a friendly reminder that 
Trimester 2 ends next Friday, 
March 2. Be sure your student has 
turned in all of their missing work 
for all of their classes! 
 
Math Joke: How did the math 
teacher paint a picture? By the 
numbers! 
 
6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders did an excellent job with 
their test on order of operations, 
expressions, variables, and exponents 
with everyone in the class getting an A 
or B on the test!  Well done 6th graders! 
Now, we are trying to master our Level 3 
yellow belt by learning integers 
operations.  We will learn how to add, 
subtract, multiply, and divide positive 
and negative numbers, a skill that will 
be needed for the rest of their math 
lives! 
 
6th Grade BizTown 
The 6th graders are in the midst of a unit 
on community and economy.  We 
simulated production of goods using 
paper, tape, and a marker—ask your 
child what product their group made!  
The groups needed to come up with a 
prototype of the object, and then only 
had five minutes to produce as many 
products as they could.  Some groups 
divided the work up, giving everyone a 
job, and were able to create the most 
products that way.  In the next two 
weeks, we’ll wrap up this unit, and then 
get into the highly anticipated “Work 
Readiness” unit.  Here we will discuss 
interests and skills before applying for 
our BizTown jobs! 
 
 
 

7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders are currently working 
through a section on solving inequalities 
and graphing them.  Solving these 
problems is just like solving equations, 
so it’s a good repeat of prior skills.  We 
have done one-step inequalities and will 
still do two-step, multi-step, and 
variables on both sides!  
 
Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders wrapped up systems of 
equations and did an excellent job with 
the different methods!  Well done!  Now, 
we are moving into a section on 
polynomials.  We have classified them, 
and are now working on adding and 
subtracting them.  Next week we will 
multiply polynomials, and end with 
FOILing!  
 
Science Joke:  What do you call an 
alligator in a vest? An 
investigator! 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
The 6th graders have been looking at 
chemical weathering and identifying 
ways that this weathering occurs.  We’ve 
looked at sinkholes, caves, and acid rain 
as some examples, and tomorrow will do 
a lab to simulate chemical weathering 
using pennies, ketchup, Coca Cola, and 
diluted hydrochloric acid!   
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders are in the midst of a 
chapter on asexual and sexual 
reproduction.  We’ve covered asexual 
reproduction so far and have discovered 
the different methods of this 
reproduction and identified organisms 
that reproduce using these methods.  
Next week, we’ll start to look into sexual 
reproduction in plants and animals.   
 



The 7th graders also started a little 
project on genetic disorders this week. 
Each student chose a genetic disorder to 
research and is making an informational 
brochure about it (like the ones you see 
in the doctor’s office!). We spent three 
days working on it this week, so your 
student should have a good start on it.  
They will share these in class on March 
20. 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
The 8th graders wrapped up their last 
chemistry unit on acids and bases and 
did really well with the material – well 
done 8th graders!  Now, we will move 
into a look into physics, starting with 
forces and motion.  We will look at 
balanced and unbalanced forces and will 
do our best to pay attention to the forces 
acting on objects to move them! 
 
From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th grade Religion 
 
The students are finishing the 
presentations about the four Gospels.  
They have done an excellent job! We are 
now into the Lenten season and 
discussing how to make this time 
memorable and meaningful. We will 
also be saying one decade (the Sorrowful 
Mysteries) of the Rosary every Tuesday. 
 
Please be sure to ask your child about 
their service hours as the end of the 
Trimester is quickly approaching. They 
need to have completed 3 hours of 
service. There are many opportunities 
for the students to fulfill this 
requirement.  
 
Blessings! 
 
 

From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies  
We have begun working on the rise of 
ancient Greece and we have looked at 
how the geography influenced ancient 
Greece, the Trojan War, the dark age of 
Greece and the development of the city-
states.  We’ll also take a brief look at the 
religion, philosophy, and arts of ancient 
Greece. 
 
6th Grade Religion 
The class is looking at the story of Jacob 
and his redemption.  We will be talking 
about his selfish acts and how he hurt 
his brother by these acts. We’ll also 
emphasize the great love God has for us 
and his forgiving powers. This is a 
perfect story for the Lenten season 
because of its themes and message to all 
of us. 
 
 7th Grade Social Studies 
The class is still looking at the 
geography of Latin America. Next will 
take a quick look at the people and 
culture of  Latin America.  They will look 
at where they live (population density), 
the native roots of the people of Latin 
America and the religious beliefs of the 
people.  
 
7th Grade Literature 
We have complete the play “The 
Monsters are Due on Maple Street” and 
next will begin the chapter book “My 
Brother Sam is Dead” This story is an 
historical fiction that takes place during 
the American Revolution and deals with 
Tim Meeker, a young man with torn 
loyalties, because his brother Sam is a 
patriot and his father is a loyalist. 
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
The students are still working on their 
Roaring 20’s videos, which are a joint 



computer and social studies project. 
While doing that we are also moving on 
to the Great Depression.  We’ll be 
discussing the causes of the depression, 
the hardships it caused, and how we 
eventually got out of the depression.  
Also we’ll be drawing some parallels 
from the 1929 depression and the 
recession of 2008. 
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
We have started reading The Giver, a 
look into a utopian society.  Students 
have been paired up with a writing 
buddy, in which they share their ideas, 
thoughts, and questions with each other. 
Each student will be graded on their 
letters through their ability to show their 
understanding, inference skills, and use 
of foreshadowing.  The students will 
have fun with the end of book project as 
they create their own utopian societies. 
In Language Arts we have just started 
verbs. I was hoping to be able to finish 
by the end of the trimester, but that is 
not possible now. We need several 
weeks to get through the unit. 
 
7th Grade 
The students have finished a final 
creative writing for the trimester and 
shared them in class. We are now ready 
to move into a grammar unit on 
adjectives and adverbs. 
 
8th Grade 
We continue to read To Kill A 
Mockingbird and work on various 
reading skills.  The students are 
finishing up their research papers this 
week, so by next week we will get back to 
some grammar by working on and 
reviewing verbs. In religion we started 
working with prayer in our lives, but it’s 
that time of year when we turn our 

attention to the Living Stations and 
prepare for the school and parish 
stations prayer service. Students have 
made their choices on parts and you 
have filled permission to attend both 
services. Today we start walking through 
the stations. The students really look 
forward to doing the Living Stations. I 
hope you join us for one of the 
performances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


