
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Newscasts 
In connection with their current areas of 
study in science class, sixth graders have 
been asked to assume the role weather 
forecasters. Their job is to create a one 
to two minute video segment using the 
weather vocabulary and concepts they 
are learning with Mrs. Sewall. Sixth 
graders are meteorologist reporting 
some form of severe weather. 
Researching and planning their 
newscast were important first steps. 
Many students did a great job of 
dressing for their roles and recording 
their video with creative settings at 
home. They edited their video with 
iMovie. They will share their final 
movies with their classmates in science 
class and include it in their digital 
portfolios. 
 
Careers 
Seventh graders have been exploring 
some potential future careers. They 
began by looking at their skills and 
interests. Then they took an online 
career interest survey called the Kuder 
assessment which helped suggest some 
possible areas of interests. Now they are 
doing a research project on one career of 
their choice and creating a presentation 
of their findings. Students also created 
spending logs on a spreadsheet on their  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iPad to track how much money is spent 
on them. These will be due in the end of  
October. Feel free to take a peak and see 
how much they are costing you. 
 
Statistics Research 
The 8th graders are just beginning a 
statistics research project. Their goal is 
to answer the question: how are the 
nations of South America (or Africa) 
taking care of their children? Using the 
CIA World Factbook, students choose 
which statistics they think would best 
answer this question. They are working 
on recording their statistics on a 
spreadsheet. Next they will calculate 
their own stats and create graphs to try 
to answer the big question. 
 
Functions in Algebra One 
My eighth graders are studying an 
introduction to functions. This chapter 
is an overview for much of what we will 
be studying for the rest of the year. 
Students need to understand about 
variables, types of functions, graphs and 
function rules. By the end of this 
chapter, every student should know how 
to create a complete graph from a given 
word problem including labels, units 
and intervals. I am hoping to meet with 
all of my Algebra students at parent 
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conferences next week so I can share 
with you our goals for this year. 
 
Marquette Math Meet 
Congrats to the ten middle schoolers 
who participated in the Marquette High 
School Fall Math Meet last Sunday: 
Tristan Rouse, Andrew Pienkos, Patrick 
Firsan, Peter Manning, Thomas 
O’Byrne, Ethan O’Neil, Michael Wirth, 
Ethan Zentner, John Stebnicki and Ryan 
Gould. These students spent the 
afternoon doing challenging problem 
solving both individually and in teams. 
Congratulations to all of them, especially 
those who received a ribbon for placing 
in the top 20% of all participants: 
Michael, Andrew, Tristan and Thomas. 
 
From Mrs. Sewall 
 
Math Joke: How do you know 
your math tutor is hungry? She’ll 
work for pi! 
 
6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders are currently trying to 
earn their blue belts in long division and 
decimal operations.  We’ve covered 
adding, subtracting, and multiplying 
decimals, and now we’re working 
through division.  These are all great life 
skills to have, especially since decimals 
are in our everyday lives (ex: money).    
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders mastered their fraction 
chapter and have started their black belt 
training on rates and decimal 
operations.  Just like fractions, we 
covered decimal operations last year, 
but this year we are adding in negative 
decimals.  Students will have to 
remember their integer operation ideas 
along with the decimal operations.  We 
will also cover rates, ratios, and mean, 
median, mode, and range. 

Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders are working through 
their black belt training on inequalities.  
We’ve covered one-step, multi-step, 
variables on both sides, and compound 
inequalities.  The students have been 
doing great with them!  After we test on 
the material, we’ll get into a chapter on 
linear functions!  Should be fun! 
 
Science Joke: Why wasn’t the 
moon hungry? Because it was 
full! 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
Sixth graders are in the middle of 
talking about Meteorology.  We spent 
time looking at weather maps and 
pretending we were meteorologists for a 
couple days, and today we did a small 
lab to see the effect of warm water on 
the surrounding land.  Tomorrow, we’ll 
make an Educreation on what we know 
about warm and cold fronts.  We’ll test 
on this material within the coming days, 
and then we’ll head into a look at 
Extreme Weather! 
 
7th & 8th Grade Science Fair – ONE 
MONTH! 
Topics are approved and designs are all 
set.  That means only one 
thing….Science Fair is one month away!  
We’ve got about four (4) weeks until the 
big day on November 14th.  Students are 
hopefully running experiments as we 
speak or starting them soon to stay on 
top of their deadline.  Happy 
experimenting! 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders have been working 
through a chapter on the different types 
of cells. We had created models of 
prokaryotic cells before learning about 
the different parts to a eukaryotic cell.  
With that knowledge, we’ve been taking 



class time to create a cell analogy poster 
with a partner.  The students had to 
come up with an analogy that compares 
a plant or animal cell to a system.  The 
analogies are very creative this year and 
include a school, a city, the Death Star, 
the Hunger Games, and current popular 
trend Fortnite.  Ask you student what 
analogies they chose! 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
This past week, the 8th graders took part 
in Density Week – a time where we 
spend five days looking into the concept 
of density.  We made density towers out 
of four liquids and seven objects, and we 
found what an unknown substance was 
by comparing densities.  Next, the 8th 
graders will start the beginnings of our 
look into chemistry by studying the 
atomic theory.  We’ll learn about the 
main players who helped create our 
modern model of an atom and how each 
contributed.  With that information, we 
will be able to look into molecules, the 
periodic table, and chemical reactions in 
the future!  
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies 
We are continuing to study how the first 
civilizations formed and spread and how 
geography played a big part in where 
these first civilizations began. We will 
also look at the advantages people 
gained from settling down in one place. 
The class is also presenting their maps 
to their classmates this week.  They look 
wonderful and will be on display for 
parent conference, so stop and take a 
look if you have time. 
  
6th Grade Religion 
The class is now looking at the book of 
Genesis we will look at the two stories of 

creation and discuss their similarities 
and difference and the power of God in 
each of them.  One of the themes of this 
chapter is that we are called to be 
stewards of the Earth, so the class is 
working on a mini project about 
endangered animals.  
 
Throughout the school year the class will 
be tested over a number of basic faith 
fundamentals that will include certain 
prayers, the Beatitudes, the Holy Days of 
Obligation, the 10 commandments and 
more.  Next week they will be quizzed 
over the Precepts of the Church. 
 
7th Grade Literature 
The class is continuing to work on the 
story “Rikki, Tikki, Tavi”. They 
researched characteristics of cobras and 
mongooses and we compared notes in 
class discussion.  We have also begun 
our biography book presentations.  Each 
child has been assigned a presentation 
date and hopefully we will be able to 
stick to our schedule.  They should all be 
practicing their presentation at home 
with you.   
They will begin working on their first 
written book report on October 30th so 
the book (it can be either the choice or 
mystery) must be read by then. 
 
7th Grade Religion 
I am so proud of the 7th graders for 
doing such a wonderful work in 
portraying the Luminous Mysteries last 
week.  They worked hard on them and it 
certainly showed in their performance.  
We are moving on to the idea that Jesus 
is the answer to a promise, where we’ll 
discuss the ministry of John the Baptist 
and how both the Old and New 
Testaments tell a single story about 
God’s love for us. 
 
 



7th Grade Social Studies 
We are finishing up our study of the 
Middle Ages with a look at the Crusades, 
why it began and the impact it had on 
Europe, and the 100’s year war.  After 
that we will look at the Renaissance.  We 
will study where it originated and why it 
began in Italy.  We’ll also look at how 
did ideas from regions outside of Europe 
influence the Renaissance and how did 
the Renaissance spread throughout 
Europe 

8th Grade Social Studies 
The class is continuing their study of the 
Civil War. We have taken a look at the 
reasons for the war. Now we will study 
some of the principle players and the 
strategies each side adopted to win the 
war.  Next we will look at some of the 
Confederate and Union victories. They 
will also begin an in class group project 
on the 10 bloodiest battles of the Civil 
War. 
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
We are finishing Brian’s Winter and will 
be ready next week to start Hyperstudio 
presentations on survival skills. After 
reading about all the skills Brian needed 
in order to survive his winter home, 
each student will now choose 1 skill to 
share with the class.  In LA we spent the 
last few days reviewing how to write 
dialogue (all the punctuation and 
indenting). Now the students will start 
their personal narratives, which they 
learned will come more alive using 
conversation. We’ve spent a lot of time 
getting good ideas on various topics, so 
these essays should be very good. 
 
7th Grade 
We’ve been working on nouns the past 
few weeks, and the test will be Friday. 

The 7th graders then will work on mini-
research papers based on what they 
“wonder” about.  The students are 
encouraged to write about a topic that 
they really wonder about and want to 
know more information. I share my own 
“I wonder” moment that came while 
watching the bowl games last year – 
how much money is awarded to the 
winners and losers? The answer amazed 
me and led to more “I wonder” 
questions. Students should be able to 
find several topics that they “wonder” 
about and will be able to research. 
 
8th Grade 
In religion the students had their test on 
Fatima and the rosary. All students 
leaving St. Eugene School should know 
the mysteries of the rosary and how to 
pray it. We now will go back into the 
textbook to finish lessons 4 and 5 in unit 
1. The short story test is over, and next 
we will start our first novel Our Town. 
It’s a very short story that’s big on 
theme. In LA the students are working 
in groups on the pumpkin stories. We 
will be carving pumpkins on Oct. 29 and 
30, and then they will be ready to share 
them and their stories with the middle 
school on Halloween. Students will vote 
on their favorite story – to the victors go 
the spoils! 
 
I look forward to seeing many 
parents during conferences next 
week. I’d like to remind you that 
the grades do not define your 
child. Our students have many 
talents in many areas. Working 
together, we will celebrate these 
strengths and encourage each 
student to do his or her best.  
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