
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
All three grades are beginning the year 
with two important technology skills. 
They are brushing up on their 
keyboarding and trying to reach their 
grade level goal. We are using a new 
online program called typing.com. 
Students are welcome to practice at 
home too but it is important that they 
remember not to look at their fingers 
when they are practicing. Once students 
have reached their grade level goal on a 
three minute test, they have the 
opportunity to design an independent 
project.  
 
The second skill that all middle 
schoolers are working on is their ability 
to make discoveries about new tools 
through exploration. Sixth graders are 
exploring specific skills on their iPads. 
Seventh and eighth graders are using a 
new app called Clips to put together 
photos they took and will add Spanish 
captions. 
 
The sixth graders are off to a great start 
with their iPads. They are using them 
well and showing good responsibility. 
Part of their technology curriculum for 
6th grade includes exploring many 
issues in the responsible use of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
technology. We are using an interactive 
iBook called Digital Citizenship. Take a 
look at this book on their iPad when you 
have some time. 
 
I would like to assure parents that we 
have done our best to help students 
minimize any accidental damage to their 
iPads. The cases we provided are highly 
rated and developed especially for the 
school environment. The seventh 
graders have been using their iPads with 
these same cases for over a year with no 
cracked screens. Although we did have 
one cracked screen already this year, we 
do not want you to be overly alarmed. 
Please do your best to emphasize safe 
handling at home and we will continue 
to do that at school. 
 
From Mrs. Sewall 
 
Welcome back to another great school 
year!  I hope your summer was relaxing 
and enjoyable.  It was great to meet 
some of you at Parent Night and to see 
some familiar faces again!  Hopefully 
you were all able to read through my 
syllabi to see what’s in store for Math 
and Science.  If you ever have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to get 
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in touch with me.  I have a new email 
address this year to reflect my new 
name: sewallk@steugene.school.  I look 
forward to a great year with you and 
your student! 
 
Math Joke: Did you hear about 
the mathematician who’s afraid of 
negative numbers? He’ll stop at 
nothing to avoid them! 
 
6th Grade Math 
After spending the first week getting 
situated with being in middle school, the 
6th graders are ready to go and are 
cruising right along.  We’ve already all 
made it to our yellow belts by mastering 
opposites, integers, and the coordinate 
plane.  Now, we are working on our 
orange belt by covering absolute value, 
prime factorization, greatest common 
factor, and least common multiple.   
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders are off to a strong start 
working with integers and expressions.  
We’ve reviewed our integer operations, 
three properties (associative, 
commutative, and distributive), and 
have used those pieces of knowledge to 
simplify variable expressions.  This is a 
big concept because it will come into 
play later when we solve equations.  
After we wrap up with a summative test 
on those concepts, we’ll focus on 
fraction operations (involving negative 
integers) starting next week if all goes 
according to plan.   
 
Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders started off this school 
year with a bit of a review chapter to get 
them into the swing of things again.  We 
reviewed concepts such as integer 
operations, powers and exponents, roots 
and real numbers, order of operations, 
and expressions.  All of these skills will 

help us throughout the year, so it’s 
important that the students continually 
review these.  Next, we’ve headed into 
solving equations.  A lot of this is also 
material we’ve covered last year (one-
step, multi-step, variables on both 
sides), but some will be new content 
(solving for a variable). 
 
Science Joke: One tectonic plate 
bumped into another and said, 
“Sorry, my fault!”  
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
Sixth grade will be devoted to Earth 
Science, and we’ll start the year with a 
Weather and Climate unit.  Within this 
unit, we will discuss topics such as the 
water cycle, meteorology, climate 
regions, and climate change.  It’ll be a 
good topic to start the year, especially as 
we get to watch our own weather change 
within the next few months!  We’ve 
started with the water cycle and energy 
transfer and have already been busy 
using lab equipment to evaporate water 
and condense water within the 
classroom like magic!  We’ll even try to 
make a cloud in a bottle next week! 
Then, we’ll head into meteorology and 
watch the weather throughout the 
country to see how it changes! 
 
7th & 8th Grade Science Fair 
Two months!  That’s all the time we 
have until our annual Science Fair! This 
year, the Science Fair is being held on 
November 14th.  That being said, it’s 
time to start thinking about what 
experiment you’d like to run.  Science 
Fair information came out this week, 
and parent letters and topic approval 
forms are due next Wednesday! 
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7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
Seventh grade will be devoted to Life 
Science, and we’ll start the year with a 
unit on the Structure and Function of 
Cells.  Within this unit, we will talk 
about things such as cell theory, 
prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells, cellular 
respiration, diffusion, and osmosis.  
We’ve already covered the cell theory 
and used yeast and plant cells to find 
evidence to support the theory.  Next, 
we’ll head into looking at structure of 
life—an in-depth look into cells! 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
Eighth grade will be devoted to Physical 
Science, and we’ll start the year with a 
unit on Matter.  Within this unit, we’ll 
talk about things such as properties of 
matter, states of matter, atomic theory, 
chemical reactions, chemical bonding, 
and acids and bases.  We’ve started the 
year off by talking about characteristic 
properties of matter—physical and 
chemical properties—and we’ve already 
conducted an experiment on one such 
physical property (solubility) to see what 
effect temperature has on it.  Next up, 
we’ll head into a brief look into states of 
matter. 
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies  
The class has completed their study of 
maps and has begun their study of 
prehistoric times this week.  We will 
probably have some lively discussion on 
what was the most important discovery 
of prehistoric man – fire or the wheel. 
We’ll also look at the beginning of 
farming, the development of cities and 
what characteristics does a civilization 
need to possess.                                                        
 

I have assigned the class their 1st project, 
which is to draw a map and include at 
least 3 elements. We spent time in class 
discussing the project and seeing 
examples of maps done by former 
students.  I sent home a criteria sheet for 
you with your child (hopefully your child 
gave this to you). The map is due Oct. 
9th.  If you have any question about the 
project please don’t hesitate to talk to 
me. 
 
7th Grade Religion 
I am so happy to be teaching 7th grade 
religion this year.  In the first chapters of 
the unit the class will be looking at the 
idea of one true faith and focusing on 
the trinity and the core Catholic belief 
that Jesus is the savior. They have been 
and will be busy with other activities in 
religion class too. The last few religion 
class they wrote their 7th Grade Mission 
statement and did a wonderful job of it. 
Here is their mission statement. 
             
We are here today to learn, to grow in 
our faith, and to cooperate with others.   
In order to do learn, grow and cooperate 
we have to focus in class, listen to each 
other and our teachers, and use good 
teamwork. 
To do this we have to be patient with 
everyone, be honest, work hard and 
cooperate. 
 
Isn’t it great! Now they are beginning to 
work with Mrs. Slattery and myself on 
the school living rosary that they will 
lead in October.  Mrs. Slattery has some 
great ideas on what they are going to be 
doing.  
 
6th Grade Religion 
The class is working on their overview of 
the Bible. We’ll be talking about the 
differences between the Old and New 
Testaments and how difficult it must 



have been to copy the Bible by hand.  
We will also discuss how beautifully 
these bibles were illuminated and the 
class will now have a chance to 
illuminate their own bible verse.  
                                
 7th Grade Literature 
We have finished working on the short 
story by Ernest Hemingway called “A 
Day’s Wait” and have begun the classic 
story “Rikki, Tikki, Tavi”.  While reading 
the story we will look at the literary 
elements of external conflict, the rising 
action and falling action of the story and 
the climax of a story.  
 
I have assigned the first trimester book 
reports to the class.  The biography is 
due by Oct. 15th.   This is a presentation 
book report with written questions and 
answers. They must have all the 
questions into me by Oct. 15th.  They 
may present this book report any time 
before the due date though.  They have 
been given a criteria sheet for this book 
report (hopefully you’ve seen it). We 
have had an extensive discussion about 
this report in class, but if there is 
anything you or your child is unsure of 
please ask me. They must also read a 
choice and mystery book this 
trimester. These will be written book 
reports, which we will work on in class. 
 
7th Grade Social Studies 
We are beginning the year with a quick 
look at the Middle Ages. We are going to 
look at the 3 periods of the Middle Ages 
and the Renaissance.   We’ll also look at 
the Dark Ages, the rise of Feudalism, 
and the rise of monarchies among other 
topics.   
  
8th Grade Social Studies 
We are beginning the year reviewing the 
Revolutionary War using the musical 
Hamilton. It is a fun way to review the 

history of the revolution. I hope you 
have a chance to listen to the musical – 
it is fantastic! Next we will begin looking 
at the Pre -Civil War era. The class will 
learn about the important issues in the 
years preceding the Civil War, such as, 
the Compromise of 1850, the Kansas – 
Nebraska Act, the Dred Scott decision, 
the formation of the Republican Party, 
and the election of Abraham Lincoln.  
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
The year is well under way now! These 
students are starting the 2nd unit in 
vocabulary this week and are reviewing 
for a test on subjects and predicates, 
predicate nouns and adjectives, and 
direct and indirect objects. The test will 
be tomorrow. We did extra review for 
this test, and I will walk them through 
their first test.  In their book there are 
green summary pages at the end of each 
unit that show what concepts will be on 
the test. Please go over these pages with 
your child to check his or her 
preparedness. 
 
In literature we just finished the book 
Tuck Everlasting. This book inspires 
discussion on living forever – pros and 
cons – and at what age would they like 
to drink the life everlasting water. For 
this book we will work with 
comprehension skills and some opinion 
sheets. As the year goes on, the students 
will have different types of projects after 
each novel that relate to the book’s 
theme. 
 
7th Grade 
These students finished the first 
grammar unit work and test. This week 
we have read short plays that feature 
elements of suspense. They will now be 
writing their own suspense story, using 



one or more of the elements we 
discussed – the unknown and eerie, 
prolonged action, coincidences, 
foreshadowing, surprise ending, clues, 
and many more. I hope to put all these 
stories into a bound “Book of Suspense” 
– complete with pictures. 
 
8th Grade 
And so the final year at SES 
begins! 
In lit we are reading different short 
stories that highlight the story elements 
of plot, characters, setting, theme, and 
point of view. We’ve covered the first 2 
and are now reading stories that 
concentrate on setting. The students are 
taking notes on these elements, as there 
will be a test when we get to the end. 
Along the way there are some 
comprehension questions and 
discussion as to what constitutes good 
and complete answer vs an incomplete 
and not so good response.  
 
In Language Arts we finished the first 
unit in grammar – nouns. This week we 
are starting work on writing a personal 
response essays. We will be using an 
article by Robert MacNeil on the trouble 
with watching TV as inspiration. This 
should enlist some lively responses! 
 
In religion we just finished chapter 2 in 
the textbook and chapter 3 will be done 
before we take a break in October to 
study the realities of the appearance of 
Our Lady at Fatima and why we pray the 
rosary during October. It’s very 
enlightening – I hope your 8th grader 
shares this with you. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


