
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
MathCounts 
Congratulations to all of the 7th and 8th 
graders who participated in our annual 
school MathCounts competition. After 3 
months of practice, we have all shown 
some wonderful growth in our skills. I 
applaud each of these students for 
taking the time and effort to improve 
their math abilities. A special 
congratulation to our top finishers: 
1st Place - Paul Firsan 
2nd Place - Anna Andres 
3rd Place (tie) - Henry Haverty, Stephen 
Miceli 
4th Place - Michael Wirth 
5th Place (tie) - Alex Gould, Ellie 
Repinski 
At this point, only 12 of our MathCounts 
students will be moving on to the 
competitive level. Ten of these students 
will be competing at the Milwaukee 
Chapter Competition at UWM on 
February 3 and the other 2 will be 
serving as alternates. 
 
Life at 30 Something 
The seventh graders have been 
magically transported to the year 2035. 
They have been given the task of 
organizing their 30-Something life. 
Their first task is to get a job - beginning  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
with writing a resume. They are working 
on using active verbs and being concise 
and formal in their writing. They will be 
encouraged to share their first draft of 
their resume with their parents and ask 
for some advice. 
 
Tour of Ancient Egypt 
Sixth graders are starting work on 
creating a tour of Ancient Egypt to share 
with their classmates. Pairs of students 
were assigned to an area of research and 
then each student was assigned a news 
article from Newsela. Using this article 
as a resource, every student will create 
one slide of our class tour. 
 
From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Math Joke: How did the student 
get the answer to ten minus ten? 
He zeroed in on it.   
 
6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders cruised through their 
orange belt training on percent and will 
take a culminating test on ratios, rates, 
proportions, scale drawings, and percent 
next week.  Then, we’ll head into blue 
belt training where we’ll discuss 
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expressions and eventually how to 
simplify them.   
 
6th Grade BizTown 
This school year, the 6th grade has the 
opportunity to participate in an exciting 
program found within our own 
community: Junior Achievement's 
BizTown!  As the JA website states:  
 
"Elementary school students aren’t old 
enough to drive, work, vote or be the 
boss.  At JA BizTown they are!  Students 
operate a bank, restaurant, city hall, 
newspaper, retail store and 10 other 
businesses.  JA BizTown® combines in-
class learning with a day-long visit to a 
fully interactive, simulated town. 
Students leave understanding the 
relationship between what they learn in 
school and their participation in a local 
economy." 
 
On May 14th, the 6th graders will travel 
to the Junior Achievement building and 
will be a part of this simulated town, 
along with other schools.  Each student 
will have a job, will earn paychecks, will 
deposit those paychecks in a working 
bank, and will be able to spend their 
hard earned money at various stores!  
An informational letter will be sent 
home near the end of January. 
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders have begun a long trek 
through a section on solving equations.  
We’ve solved one-step and two-step 
equations so far this week, and next 
week, we’ll get into multi-step 
equations, equations with variables on 
both sides, and equations with fractions 
and decimals!  This is a big part of 
Algebra next year, so these are 
important skills to learn and master. 
 
 

Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders are working through the 
second half of their chapter on linear 
functions. We’ve learned about slope 
intercept form, point slope form, slopes 
of parallel & perpendicular lines, and 
will learn how to transform these 
functions.  We will quiz on this material 
later next week, before taking a 
cumulative chapter 5 test the following 
week. 
 
Science Joke:  The name’s 
bond…Ionic Bond…taken, not 
shared. 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
The 6th graders are currently learning 
about the rock cycle.  They’ve gotten an 
overview of the different types of rocks 
(igneous, sedimentary, and 
metamorphic) and how they cycle 
between each other.  We even modeled 
this cycle with a candle, aluminum foil, 
and wax paper. Now, we’ve been putting 
their skills and creative minds to the test 
by creating a 2-D or 3-D model of the 
rock cycle to reinforce these ideas before 
we test on this material next week. 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders wrapped up Mendel and 
Heredity this week and will now move 
into a chapter on genes and DNA.  We'll 
learn how DNA codes for amino acids 
and proteins, which help make us who 
we are.  To practice this concept, we’ll 
come up with our own codes using 4 
colors (like the 4 bases of DNA) and 
have our classmates crack our codes.  As 
we continue, we'll learn more about the 
structure of DNA and build a class DNA 
strand out of paper! 
 
The 7th graders also have a Me, Myself, 
and I Heredity Project that is due 
Monday, February 5th.  They are to pick 



three traits, survey their family 
members on those traits, and create 
pedigrees outlining those traits.  From 
there, they will write a summary 
explaining their results and create 
Punnett Squares to help them predict 
the traits of their future offspring.  
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
Currently, the 8th graders are working 
through a chapter on chemical bonding.  
We’ve learned the differences between 
ionic and covalent bonds, listened to a 
song on the topic to the tune of Abba’s 
“Dancing Queen”, modeled bonds as if 
we were atoms, and will be depicting 
bonds using beads and pipe cleaners 
next week.  
 
Yesterday, the 8th graders’ element 
project was due, and they started 
presenting one of their elements in class.  
Hopefully they’ve learned some new 
facts about elements and feel more 
comfortable with the periodic table after 
this project. 
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies 
The class has begun its study of ancient 
Egypt. We’ll be looking at the rise of 
Egypt as an empire and the many 
contributions it made to civilization.  I 
have assigned their Egyptian tomb 
project to the class, which will due Jan. 
26th. Your child was given the criteria for 
the project and I will send one home for 
you. 
 
6th Grade Religion 
The class has begun looking at the story 
of Abraham and Sarah.  We will be 
discussing how we need to listen to the 
voice of God just as Abraham and Sarah 
did and where do we hear the voice of 

God today.  We’ll also look at the great 
faith and obedience Abraham had in and 
for God.  They will take a quiz over the 7 
sacraments on Monday. 
 
7th Grade Social Studies 
The class is working on their projects on 
the Middle Ages. They are working in 
small groups and researching a man 
from the Renaissance and they will then 
do a presentation on that person to the 
class.  I am excited to see them because 
the students have been working hard on 
them in class.  They will be reporting on 
such men as da Vinci, Michelangelo, 
Francis Bacon, Shakespeare and more. 
 
7th Grade Literature  
The class has begun working on the play 
“The Monsters are Due on Maple Street” 
by Rod Serling.  This was a screenplay 
that aired on his show “Twilight Zone”.  
After working with a partner on Act 1 
and Act 2  questions, we will discuss 
how this play explores the effects of 
prejudice, suspicion, and mob mentality, 
we’ll also look at the original “Twilight 
Zone” broadcast. We will again be 
focusing on literary elements in this 
story.    
  
8th Grade Social Studies 
We are having begun our study of World 
War I where we are looking at the causes 
of the war, the U.S, reaction to the war 
and trench warfare. We will also be 
discussing how World War I was a 
significant cause for World War II. 
 
From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th Grade Religion 
The 7th grade students are working on a 
Heraldry project, which incorporates 
symbols for their Faith, and Family. This 
coat-of -arms project will be displayed 
during Catholic Schools Week at the end 



of this month.  They are also going on a 
field trip to Emanu-El B’ne Jeshurun 
Synagogue this Friday. A special thank 
you goes out to Sarah Langerman for her 
informative presentation on Judaism, 
which helped them prepare for this visit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


