
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Learning Through Exploration 
In most of our algebra lessons, we begin 
by having students construct 
information through exploration. Over 
the last week, we experimented with 
creating linear functions in Geometer's 
Sketchpad.  Students were asked to 
graph various functions and observe the 
relationship between the graphs and 
their equations. They discovered how to 
change the slope or the y intercept using 
equations. Of course, I could have 
simply told them how to do this. 
However, students will have a deeper 
and longer lasting understanding 
through this experience based learning. 
 
American Mathematics Contest 
All seventh and eighth graders took part 
in the international American 
Mathematics Contest this week. This 
contest offers a variety of challenging 
math problems to be completed without 
a calculator. It is great brain exercise. 
MathCounts students did a little practice 
for this last week. We will get the results 
back in December. 
 
Trimester 1 ends on Friday, 
December 1st!  Have your student  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
check OptionC to make sure they 
aren’t missing any work! 
 
Math Pun: Math – the only subject 
that counts.  
 
6th Grade Math 
Earlier this week, the 6th graders 
attempted to earn their first black belt 
by quizzing on fraction operations!  We 
spent a lot of time practicing all of the 
operations in class, and hopefully your 
student was able to practice some at 
home too.  Before Thanksgiving, we will 
take a cumulative test on the last two 
concepts we’ve gone through: decimal 
and fraction operations.  Since students 
already passed the quizzes, they should 
be able to put it altogether for the test 
now!   After Thanksgiving, we will get 
into ratios, rates, and proportions. 
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders have been attempting to 
earn their green belt by studying factors 
and exponents!  We’ve been working 
through factoring monomials and 
finding the GCF and LCM of monomials. 
In addition to that, we also learned two 
exponent rules that the students will see 
again in 8th grade.  After Thanksgiving, 
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we’ll start our new belt discipline by 
getting into proportions, interest, tax, 
and percent change. 
 
Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders have been busy learning 
about inequalities to try to earn their 
green belt (the green belt is a 
supplemental belt beyond their black 
belt, for those who have mastered the 
previous concepts).  Next, we will all 
become white belts again when we start 
our new discipline on Functions.  Within 
this discipline, we will learn the 
fundamentals of functions, how to 
calculate slope, and how to graph 
functions to name a few things. 
 
Science Joke: What element is a 
girl’s future best friend? Carbon! 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
The 6th graders are busy looking at 
climate and the factors that affect it.  
We’ve created graphic organizers that 
highlight the differences and similarities 
between weather and climate, and we 
will be made an Educreation with a 
partner that highlights one of the factors 
that affect climate.  We’ll extend this 
chapter after Thanksgiving break so we 
can take a day to share our Extreme 
Weather projects that we had done in 
Computers. 
 
7th & 8th Grade Science Fair: 
TOMORROW!! 
The day is finally here; tomorrow is the 
big Science Fair! Come on down to 
Mackin from 12:30 to 2:45pm and see 
all of the science experiments that the 
7th and 8th graders have been working on 
over the last two months!  You are sure 
to learn something new! 
 
 
 

7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders are in the midst of 
learning about cellular respiration. 
We’ve drilled the equation into our 
heads and should know it by now. We’ve 
also run two experiments to see this 
process taking place without oxygen 
(called fermentation). The first one was 
taking a look at yeast going through this 
process. The second one was an 
investigative look at which substance 
would create the most carbon dioxide 
product and thus energy: protein, 
starch, or sugar. Ask your student which 
was the best!  After the break, we will do 
a quick look into a process called 
diffusion. 
 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
The 8th graders have jumped headfirst 
into a look at the periodic table. We 
listened to some fun songs to get us into 
the spirit and have now started doing 
various activities to get us more 
acquainted with the table.  We will test 
on this new knowledge before 
Thanksgiving, and then after the break, 
we will get into chemical reactions and 
equations (*Gasp* Math and Science are 
mixed!). 
 
From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th Grade Religion 
The 7th grade students chose patron 
Saints in honor of All Saints Day.  Each 
student made a poster and then 
presented information on their chosen 
Saint. The posters are on display near 
the office. 
 
We participated in a retreat at 
Dominican High School and are going to 
the Next Door Foundation for a service 



project on November 21. The 7th graders 
will be reading to underprivileged 
children and repairing books for their 
library.  The students will be asked to 
bring a gently used children’s book on 
that day.  
Blessings! 
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies 
We are continuing our look at ancient 
Mesopotamia. We will study how 
geography made the rise of civilization 
in the Fertile Crescent possible, learn 
about Sumerian cities, and study the 
characteristics of Sumerian religion. 
 
6th Grade Religion 
We continue our look at the creation 
stories and compare the 2 stories.  The 
class is also completed their endangered 
animal projects and I am so impressed 
on what a wonderful job they did with 
their power points. 
 
7th Grade Literature 
The class has been working on their first 
written book report the last week and 
they have done a very good job of it.  
Because of the oral book report 
interviews and the written book reports 
(which went very well) 7th grade is still 
working on the story “Rikkii-Tikki-
Tavi”. They will be pair/sharing 
(working with a partner) on reading the 
story and answering questions about the 
story. 
 
7th Grade Social Studies 
The class has begun the Middle Ages 
and Renaissance Period. We will study 
where it originated and why it began in 
Italy.  We’ll also look at how did ideas 
from regions outside of Europe 
influence the Renaissance and how did 

the Renaissance spread throughout 
Europe. 

8th Grade Social Studies 
The class will be presenting their Civil 
War battle projects starting this week. 
They worked together well and seem to 
be putting together very good power 
points in a short period of time. After 
the presentations we will move on to the 
Gilded Age and Progressive Era. 
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
These students are finishing up their 
hyper studio presentations on a survival 
skill. We will share them in class on 
Friday. After Thanksgiving we will start 
a new novel. In LA we had the test on 
nouns and did a little reviewing of 
abbreviations and when to use capital 
letters. We also started writing stories 
from pictures in a Chris Van Allsburg 
book. He is an artist who has wonderful 
illustrations for his books – we may be 
looking at a few others beside this one. 
 
7th Grade 
These students read several plays which 
demonstrated different ways to create 
suspense. Now their job is to write a 
story using one of those techniques. 
They will finish them up before 
Thanksgiving break.  
 
8th Grade 
We have wrapped up the unit on 
pronouns and are now practicing 
comma usage – not an easy skill. But 
hopefully some of the rules will stick. In 
Lit we are in Act II of Our Town, with 
questions due before break. The 
questions are of high school level, and 
the trick is in reading the question 
correctly before writing down an 
answer. These students are in such a 



hurry all the time! In religion we 
finished the first unit in our book, and 
now we will start preparing for the all 
school Advent services, which are right 
around the corner.  
 
Please be aware that all extra 
credit writing and number of book 
pages read for independent 
reading are due before 
Thanksgiving break.  The book 
pages must have a parent’s 
signature or initials in order to 
count. 
 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving!! 
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