
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 

State MathCounts Meet 
 
Congratulations to our St. Eugene 
MathCounts team - Sean Moore, Maria 
Richmond, Anna Andres and Paul 
Firsan who competed at the Acuity 
Center in Sheboygan last weekend. The 
day-long event represents a culmination 
of 6 months of hard work by all four of 
these students. Out of the 27 teams 
which advanced to the state level, our 
team took 20th place and had a great 
time. We are very proud of them. This is 
officially the end of this year’s 
MathCounts season. We will compete in 
an online competition in April but we 
will prepare for this one during class and 
Power Hour times. For 7th graders, it’s 
never too soon to start practicing for 
next year. I highly recommend the 
MathCounts Trainer app. 
 
Algebra One 
 
We are finishing our study of quadratic 
equations this week. We learned to solve 
quadratic functions in a variety of ways: 
graphing, factoring, completing the 
square and quadratic formula. We 
enjoyed a guest lecture from Hector, the  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
battle droid. He really knows his 
quadratics and is far more entertaining 
than Mrs. Webster. Now we are on to 
exponential functions. We are starting to 
see a pattern in how we study functions - 
tables, graphs, equations, uses etc. 
 
Help Needed - Junior Achievement 
Field Trip 
 
We are looking for two parents who 
would be willing to accompany the 
seventh graders on our field trip on May 
1 to Finance Park. Details are in a flyer 
that was sent home with your students. 
A copy is also in the Thursday folder. 
Please consider joining us if you can. I 
think you will be impressed with what 
JA offers and have a fun day interacting 
with our middle schoolers. Seventh 
graders should also return their 
permission slip. 
 
Seventh Grade Budgets 
 
Now that our seventh graders are all 
officially employed and have salaries, 
they are working on monthly budgets. 
They used spreadsheet tools to calculate 
their gross and net income and 
mortgage and car payments. Now they 
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are finishing up estimating other 
expenses and graphing these. Part of 
their homework for last week was to ask 
their parents for some advice on their 
budget. What will they do if their 
expenses exceed their income? Stay 
tuned to find out. 
 
Research Skills 
 
Sixth graders just completed a short set 
of exercises to promote good research 
skills. Using their independent project 
topic for inspiration, students thought 
out and performed good keyword 
searches. After surveying their results, 
they chose one site to evaluate and 
throughly check its credibility. We 
looked at things like the author, 
sponsors, domains, advertisements and 
signs of bias. Finally, we learned the 
proper way to cite our website in MLA 
format. 
 
From Ms. Luangrath 
 
The last trimester is upon us—where did 
the time go?!  That being said, we want 
to make this our best trimester yet, so 
please help to make sure that your child 
is doing his/her homework on time and 
is studying for tests.  Keep an eye on 
OptionC as I update that as frequently as 
possible!  I appreciate all of your help!  
 
Math Pun: The mathematician 
says “Pi r squared.” The baker 
replies, “No, pies are round. Cakes 
are square.”   
 

6th Grade Math 
 
Today, the 6th graders took a quiz on 
solving one-step equations!  In doing so, 
we talked about the Golden Rule of 
Algebra and the Ultimate Goal of 

Algebra.  This was a great stepping-
stone to types of algebra problems that 
they will see in 7th grade, 8th grade, and 
beyond!  Next, we get into geometry, 
starting with some basics and area!   
 

6th Grade BizTown 
 
Next week, the 6th graders will start 
their Work Readiness unit where we’ll 
discuss careers and how it’s important 
to have a career that fits your interests 
and skills.  We’ll also look at good 
employee behavior through a couple of 
skits that we’ll role-play.  This will all 
lead us to being able to apply for jobs by 
the end of the month! 
 

7th Grade Math 
 
The 7th graders put a wrap on their long 
study on solving equations and 
inequalities by taking a test earlier this 
week.  These skills are something that 
they will see again next year, so 
hopefully they’ll store this information 
in their head and not forget it!  Next, we 
are headed into our Geometry discipline, 
where we’ll first start out by covering 
angle pairs, triangles, quadrilaterals, 
and polygons! 
   

Intro to Algebra 
 
The 8th graders are working their way 
through factoring polynomials.  We’ve 
factored by using the greatest common 
factor, the diamond method, and the 
star method.  The students have found 
that factoring is somewhat like solving a 
puzzle which is pretty cool!  We’ll wrap 
up factoring next week before then 
heading into quadratic functions—
something different than the linear 



functions that we’ve mostly covered this 
year! 
 

Science Pun:  Chemistry puns? I’m 
in my element!  

6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
 
The 6th graders are currently learning 
about the rock cycle.  They’ve gotten an 
overview of the different types of rocks 
(igneous, sedimentary, and 
metamorphic) and how they cycle 
between each other.  We even modeled 
this cycle with a candle, aluminum foil, 
and wax paper. Now, we’ve been putting 
their skills and creative minds to the test 
by creating a 2-D or 3-D model of the 
rock cycle to reinforce these ideas.  We’ll 
test on this next week before getting into 
the start of a couple of chapters on 
volcanoes, starting with where they 
form!    
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
 
The 7th graders are in the midst of a 
chapter on asexual and sexual 
reproduction.  We’ve covered asexual 
reproduction and have discovered the 
different methods and identified 
organisms that reproduce using these 
methods.  Next week, we’ll look into 
sexual reproduction in plants and 
animals.   
 
In addition, the 7th graders are working 
on their genetic disorder brochure that 
is due March 22nd. They are researching 
a disorder and are making a tri-fold 
informative brochure that you would 
find at a doctor’s office.  This brochure 
will be a science project grade as well as 
a Speaking and Listening grade for the 
3rd trimester. 
 
 

7th and 8th grade trip to Chicago 
 
On April 12th, the 7th and 8th graders will 
be going to Chicago on a field trip.  The 
7th grade will visit the Shedd Aquarium, 
and the 8th grade will be visiting the Art 
Museum (permission slips will come 
home within the coming weeks).  There 
is a policy in effect that if students have 
missing work from now until the trip, 
they will not be able to go.  The students 
are well aware of this as there has been a 
sign in my room for multiple weeks now.  
Please help stay on top of your child’s 
work so he/she can come along on this 
wonderful opportunity! 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
 
The 8th graders are trekking through 
their Physics unit, where we’ve already 
covered straight line motion and 
Newton’s first law of motion.  Currently, 
we are looking at direction of motion 
and circular motion.  We did a lab 
earlier this week in the blustering wind 
to measure constant velocity over 20 
meters, and one inside in which we had 
to analyze a change in direction and the 
effect it had on the marble.  We’ll stick 
with these concepts for a few more days 
before heading into force. 
 
From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th Grade Religion 
 
This week the seventh students reflected 
on Lent.  They wrote in their journals 
about Fasting, Praying, and Giving and 
what they hope to accomplish during 
these 40 days. During this season of 
Lent, we will be saying one decade of the 
Rosary every Tuesday and learning 
about the ‘Sorrowful Mysteries”. 
 



From Mrs. Tulley 
 

 
 
6th Grade Social Studies  
 
We are continuing to work on the rise of 
ancient Greece.  We have looked at how 
the geography influenced ancient 
Greece, and will discuss the Trojan War, 
the dark age of Greece and the 
development of the city-states.  We’ll 
also take a brief look at the religion, 
philosophy, and arts of ancient Greece. 
 
6th Grade Religion 
 
The class has finished looking at the 
story of Abraham and Sarah.  We 
discussed how we need to listen to the 
voice of God just as Abraham and Sarah 
did and where do we hear the voice of 
God today.  Next we’ll take a look at the 
story of Jacob, which is a perfect story to 
show how God helps people overcome 
sinful choices.  
 
 7th Grade Social Studies 
 
The class is now working on a mini 
project about Latin America.  They are 
working with a partner and they have 
selected a country to present to the 
class.  Among the things they will tell us 
about regarding that country are the 
government, economy, and culture with 
lots of pictures.  Their presentation must 
involve the iPad in some way. 

 
7th Grade Literature 
 
We have begun the chapter book My 
Brother Sam is Dead.  This story is an 
historical fiction that deals with the 
story of Tim Meeker a young man with 
torn loyalties because his brother Sam is 
a patriot and his father is a loyalist 
during the Revolutionary War. This 
book does a wonderful job of showing 
Tim’s conflicts about war itself and the 
tragic consequences for his family. 
The book reports for the 3rd trimester 
are a choice book, an adventure book, 
and a historical fiction book.  The 
choice book will be presented as a 
piccollage and is due April 13th. 
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
 
The class continues to work on the Great 
Depression, and we have been 
discussing the parallels (especially the 
causes) between the 1929 depression 
and the 2008 recession.  It is very eye 
opening to say the least.   

 
 
 
 

 

 


