
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Practicing Our Growth Mindset 
With a growth mindset, our students 
view challenges as opportunities for 
growth. They see the value of practice 
and effort as ways to improve. Students 
are encouraged to see the power of yet. 
“I am not good at geometry yet.” “I have 
not mastered fraction operations yet.” I 
see the power of a growth mindset 
everyday in my Algebra class, in my 
technology classes and in myself. The 
power of a growth mindset in most 
evident in my MathCounts kids. They 
take on mind blowing challenges that 
many kids and adults would shy away 
from. They know that hard work offers 
their brains the best opportunities for 
growth and see their mistakes as 
opportunities to learn. They come to 
school on Saturday mornings and after 3 
hours of practice comment on how fast 
the time went or how fun some specific 
problem was - or how good the 
doughnuts were! I see their growth and 
so do they. 
While it is always great to see kids who 
are talented and have experienced a lot 
of success in the past do well in ventures 
like MathCounts, this year has been 
especially gratifying in witnessing 
students who were not always the top of 
their class, persevere and excel. The 
power of a growth mindset is inspiring! 
Thanks to all of the parents who 
encourage these students’ efforts. Good 
luck to all of our MathCounts  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
competitors in the Chapter Competition 
on February 4th. 
 
Algebra One 
Algebra One students have been 
exploring and discovering the properties 
of exponents. It would be easy to simply 
tell students how to perform operations 
with exponents but it is much more 
powerful and lasting to give students the 
opportunities to figure out these rules 
for themselves. Next we move on to 
operations with polynomials. 
 
Exploring the Roaring Twenties 
Eighth graders have chosen a specific 
aspect of the 1920s in US history to 
research and create a short video about, 
using Final Cut Pro. They have chosen a 
wide variety of topics from music and 
fashion to the economy and inventions. 
Mrs. Tulley will also be offering her 
expertise to this project and they will 
share their final videos in social studies 
class. 
 
Life at Thirty Something 
Our seventh graders have finished their 
resumes and found appropriate jobs 
using the milwaukeejobs.com website. 
Now we are working on cover letters to 
send to the companies we hope to work 
for. We are working on learning the 
parts of the business letter, constructing 
proper addresses, block formatting and 
using professional language. 
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Nursery Rhymes Newsletters 
The sixth graders recently created news 
article reports on nursery rhymes with 
Mrs. Prendergast. In computer class, 
students are working on a mini 
newspaper of their articles. Each student 
will use their own article as the 
headliner and choose articles from their 
classmates’ submissions and combine 
them with graphics in a newspaper 
format using a Pages template. This was 
a fun way to challenge their desktop 
publishing skills. 
 
From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Math Joke: Parallel lines have so 
much in common, it’s a shame 
they’ll never meet!   

6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders earned their blue belt by 
working on expressions, variables, and 
exponents.  Exponents can be a tricky 
idea, but the students did great!  Now, 
they are attempting to earn their black 
belt by simplifying expressions.  We’ve 
learned about the order of operations 
(Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally) by 
listening to math songs to the tune of 
“Gangnam Style”, “The Cupid Shuffle”, 
and “Umbrella”, and tomorrow we’ll 
learn how to simplify expressions by 
combining like terms.  We’ll attempt to 
advance to our black belt next week and 
then take a test on the last two belts 
we’ve covered. 
 
6th Grade BizTown 
In preparation of going to BizTown on 
May 1st, the 6th graders recently 
wrapped up their first BizTown unit on 
financial literacy.  We looked at how to 
record transactions in registers, we 
wrote checks and deposit tickets, and we 
learned about debit cards & credit cards, 
to name a few things.  Next, we’ll tackle 

a unit on community and economy 
where we’ll become citizens of BizTown 
and learn about the circular flow of 
economy within a community. 
 
7th Grade Math 
One step, two step, multistep, variables 
on both sides, decimals, and fractions! 
No, it’s not a Dr. Seuss riddle; it’s all of 
the types of equations that 7th graders 
have been trying to solve!  The students 
have been doing a great job with the 
process and showing their work—
something that is hard for some of us to 
do!  We’ll quiz on these skills on 
Monday, so keep practicing! 
   
Intro to Algebra 
While trying to earn their black belt, the 
8th graders have been trekking through 
a chapter on solving systems of 
equations.  They learned to solve these 
equations using three methods and 
listened to a catchy YouTube song to 
help us remember!.  We’ll also learn 
about special systems and their 
solutions, and we’ll graph linear 
inequalities.  After that, the 8th graders 
will look into polynomials and factoring! 
 
As a note, this class had been doing a 
spectacular job keeping up with 
homework so far this year, but in recent 
weeks, there have been more and more 
missing assignments.  Please make sure 
your student is staying on top of 
homework. 
 
Science Joke:  You lost an 
electron?  Are you positive?  
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
Currently, the 6th graders are working 
through a chapter on chemical 
weathering. We learned that sinkholes 
and caves are formed by chemical 
weathering, and that acid rain, lichens, 



and oxidation are also forms of chemical 
weathering.  In addition, we did a lab to 
simulate chemical weathering using 
pennies, ketchup, Coca Cola, and diluted 
hydrochloric acid!  Ask your student 
which liquid cleaned the pennies the 
best! 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders wrapped up Mendel and 
Heredity and have moved into a chapter 
on genes and DNA.  We'll learn how 
DNA codes for amino acids and proteins 
which help make us who we are.  To 
practice this concept, we’ll come up with 
our own codes using 4 colors (like the 4 
bases of DNA) and have our classmates 
crack our codes.  As we continue, we'll 
learn more about the structure of DNA 
and build a class DNA strand out of 
paper! 
 
The 7th graders also have a Me, Myself, 
and I Heredity Project that is due 
Monday February 6th.  They are to pick 
three traits, survey their family 
members on those traits, and create 
pedigrees outlining those traits.  From 
there, they will write a summary 
explaining their results and create 
Punnett Squares to help them predict 
the traits of their future offspring.  
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
Currently, the 8th graders are working 
through our last chapter in our 
chemistry unit: acids and bases.  We’ve 
learned about properties of each and did 
a lab to test common everyday items to 
see if they’re acids or bases.  We’ll do 
another hands-on lab where we try to 
neutralize acids and bases, and earlier 
this week, we did a virtual lab to see if 
we can figure out why fish keep dying in 
our fictional lake!  Ask your 8th grader if 

they solved the mystery of Potter’s 
Pond! 
 
From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th Grade Religion 
 The seventh graders are completing 
their “Me, Myself and I” project.  Be sure 
to see the displays throughout the school 
hallways this Sunday at Open House.   
The theme in Unit 3 of our Religion 
Workbook is the Public life and ministry 
of Jesus through the teachings of the 
four Gospels  We have begun to explore 
the similarities and differences of the 
four Evangelists through a research 
project.    
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


