
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Algebra One 
We have been working hard for the last three 
weeks on linear function which is probably the 
single most important topic in Algebra One. We 
have graphed functions by hand and used 
Geometer’s Sketchpad software to show the 
relationships between functions. We have drawn 
pictures, written words and even sang songs 
about it. It is the foundation for the study of 
other functions. Some students have had a few 
struggles with these concepts. This is where their 
ability to take initiative and responsibility for 
their learning must kick in. Students, who need 
extra help, need to be asking for it and doing 
some extra practice. We need to make sure that 
we are secure with these ideas before we extend 
it to linear inequalities and linear systems.  
Next we will take a little jump in our text to 
Chapter 10 to explore probability and statistics. 
Students who are struggling with linear 
functions will have extra instruction and review 
built into the next few weeks. We will use Power 
Hour, class time and homework to make sure 
they have nailed down the essential skills of 
linear equations. 
 
Digital Portfolios  
Since so many of our student projects are done 
digitally, we have students keep a portfolio of 
their best projects online so teachers, parents 
and students can share their work. Sixth graders 
created their new websites in October and 
seventh and eighth graders will continue adding 
to the ones they created last year. These are 
private websites that cannot be viewed by the 
public. We do encourage students to share their 
work with family and friends directly by showing 
their site. As part of their homework this week, I 
have asked all the middle school students to 
show their parents their digital portfolios. They 
can do this on their iPads or on your home  
 

 
 
 
 
computer. They have a sheet for you to sign to 
indicate that you have seen it. 
 
New Power Hour Groups 
I am looking forward to working with two new 
Power Hour groups starting this week. On 
Tuesdays, I will meet with MathCount students 
so we can prepare for our upcoming competition 
in January. On Fridays, I will work with 6th and 
7th graders on coding skills. It is fitting that we 
are starting this new venture on the 
international Hour of Code Week which 
promotes computer science around the world. 
We will be using a relatively new coding 
language called Swift which they will be able to 
work on with their iPads as well. Sixth and 
seventh grade students responded to a survey to 
indicate if they were interested in learning more 
about programing. We were able to include all 
interested students in this Power Hour session. 
 
From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Math Joke: How many seconds are there 
in a year? Twelve: January second, 
February second, … 
 
6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders are in the middle of looking at 
ratios, rates, and proportions.  We modeled 
ratios using Jolly Ranchers and LifeSavers, we 
found the rate of which we can do jumping jacks, 
say the alphabet, and hop on one foot in an hour, 
and we’ve looked at proportions in the form of 
scale drawings and blueprints of an actual 
house!   This will lead into us creating our own 
scale drawing of an apartment.  Lots of fun to 
come in 6th grade Math! 
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7th Grade Math 
Earlier this week, the 7th graders wrapped up 
proportions and percent applications, a concept 
in which we covered real-world applicable skills 
such as tax, tip, discount, markup, and interest.  
Next, we’re headed into expressions—
simplifying and writing them.  This will be a 
good lead-in to equations and inequalities, a fun 
component of Pre-Algebra! 
 
Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders have been busy learning about 
functions.  We’ve grasped the fundamentals of 
functions, and now we’re in the midst of a big 
section on linear functions!  We’ll cover concepts 
such as rate of change, slope, graphing lines, 
distance formula, midpoint formula, and direct 
variation.  There are a lot of clever songs and 
videos that we’ll use to help us remember this 
information (like Slope Dude for example!). 
 
Science Joke: An infectious disease walks 
into a restaurant. The waiter says, “We 
don’t serve your kind in here.”  It replies, 
“Well you’re not a very good host!” 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
Yesterday, the sixth graders finished their 
chapter on climate and the factors that affect it.  
They created an Educreation or a Keynote with a 
partner that highlighted one of the factors that 
affect climate, and all of them turned out well 
given the amount of time they had to create 
them.  Next, we’ll spend one last chapter looking 
at climate.  This time looking at short-term and 
long-term changes to climate and what we, as 
humans, do to change climate! 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The Death Star, schools, cities, classrooms, 
malls, operating rooms, art studios, prisons, and 
iPhones were all analogies that the 7th graders 
came up with for a eukaryotic cell!  Their cell 
analogy posters were wonderfully crafted and 
will be on display in the hallway for all to enjoy!  
In class, we’re putting a wrap on a very 
important process that is occurring in your body 
right now: cellular respiration!  We talked about 
what cellular respiration is, where it occurs, 
what it produces, and did an experiment to see if 
fermentation (respiration without oxygen) 
occurs with corn starch, beef bouillon, or sugar.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
After we test next week, we’ll then head into our 
last chapter on cells where we’ll talk about 
diffusion and osmosis and do an experiment to 
see these processes occurring within an egg. 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical Science) 
Earlier this week, the 8th graders wrapped up 
their chapter on the Periodic Table. They found 
out who helped develop it, why it’s arranged in 
its specific order, what all those numbers mean, 
and that every row and column has a reason 
behind it!  We even spent some classtime color-
coding all of the groups to make it easier to 
study!  Now, with that knowledge, we’ll go back 
to chemical reactions and will discuss signs that 
show a chemical reaction occurred, the different 
types of chemical reactions, and how to balance 
chemical equations! 
 
In addition, the 8th graders also have an Element 
Project, in conjunction with Computers, which is 
due after Christmas break.  Each student will 
have 5 elements to research, and they will 
compile their information into a class database 
in Computers.  Then, they need to choose one of 
their elements and put together a presentation 
on it to give to the class.  These presentations 
will start on January 5th, and their project grade 
will be a combination of this presentation and 
the five database entries.  They will also receive a 
Speaking and Listening grade for the 
presentation. 
 
 From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th Grade Religion 
The 7th grade students just completed an Advent 
project that is now displayed on their lockers.  
They had to choose an Advent prayer or hymn 
and a design to go with it. They did an excellent 
job! We are now beginning our next Unit in the 
religion workbook. We will also continue to 
discuss the readings and homilies at our school 
Masses. 
Blessings! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
The 6th grade has finished working on their 
hyper studio computer programs on survival 
skills. Mrs. Webster will grade them on 
technology used, and I will be looking at how 
well they relayed information and their efforts 
on visualizing their steps. Of course, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar always count!  
We’ve started reading novels in small groups 
and set calendars to complete the books by the 
18th. We will share them before Christmas break. 
It will be fun discussing these novels in mini-
book clubs. I will have different activities each 
day for the students to do with their book, and 
each group will present their chosen book to the 
class when completed. 
 
Meanwhile we keep plugging away with nouns 
and will complete the unit next week. The test 
will be by the end of next week. 
 
7th Grade 
We are moving along with pronouns and should 
finish the unit before break. We just have 
indefinite pronouns and agreement problems to 
work on before the test. The use of “who” and 
“whom” posed a problem to most, but then again 
most adults haven’t figured it out either. 
Hopefully we can clear up the confusion before 
the test! 
 
8th Grade 
This class is doing a wonderful job leading the 
school in the Advent Prayer Service each 
Monday. They are respectful and very poised. 
Those students who are helping plan the service 
are creating wonderful prayers, pictures, and 
ideas. I thank Ronaldo, Johnny, Audrey, Mary 
Kate, Sean Moore, and Chloe for their great help. 
 
In LA we just finished the test on pronouns, and 
in lit we finished reading Our Town. We will 
watch the play in preparation of the final test on 
the novel, and we will end with a fishbowl 
discussion and short essay. Ask your 8th grader 
what thoughts the novel left with them. *A 
warning with all novel work: we have questions 
due at certain times, and we follow up with class 
discussion, so all answers must be in on time!!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Work not handed in on time will result in a zero 
for that assignment. 
 
From Mrs. Tulley 

6th Grade Social Studies 
We will be finishing our study of Mesopotamia 
next week and will begin our study of ancient 
Egypt. We’ll take a look at the Egyptian’s belief 
in the afterlife, why and how the pharaohs built 
their tombs, and the advances made by the 
Egyptians in science and medicine.   
 
6th Grade Religion 
We will finish our look at the creation stories 
and move on to the idea that the root of sin is the 
lack of trust in God and disobedience to his 
commands.  The story of Adam and Eve’s 
banishment from the Garden of Eden will be 
used to facilitate this theme.    
 
7th Grade Literature 
We have completed “Rikki, Tikki, Tavi” and will 
beginning reading the play “The Monsters are 
Due on Maple Street” by Rod Serling.  This was a 
screenplay that aired on his show “Twilight 
Zone”.  After we read and discuss how this play 
explores the effects of prejudice, suspicion, and 
mob mentality, we’ll look at the original 
“Twilight Zone” broadcast. We will again be 
focusing on the literary elements in this story.    
  
7th Grade Social Studies 
The class is finishing up their project on the 
Middle Ages and will begin presenting them next 
week.  I am excited to see them because the 
students have picked a variety of topics from 
weapons to the Black Death to clothing.  They 
are also using different presentation techniques 
from power points to posters to dioramas.  This 
should be fun. 
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
The class is finishing up their quick look the 
Gilded Age and the Progressive Age at the turn 
of the century. Next we’ll slow down some and 
take a close look at World War I.  We’ll spend 
some time looking at the causes of the war, why 
America finally got involved in the war, and the 
results of the war.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


