
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
MathCounts 
Congratulations to all of the 7th and 8th 
graders who participated in our annual 
school MathCounts competition. After 3 
months of practice, we have all shown 
some wonderful growth in our skills. I 
applaud each of these students for 
taking the time and effort to improve 
their math abilities. A special 
congratulation to our top finishers: 
1st Place - Sean Moore 
2nd Place - Maria Richmond 
3rd Place - Lily Stebnicki 
4th Place (tie) - Anna Andres, Paul 
Firsan 
 
At this point, only 12 of our MathCounts 
students will be moving on to the 
competitive level. Ten of these students 
will be competing at the Milwaukee 
Chapter Competition at UWM 
on February 4 and the other 2 will be 
serving as alternates.  
 
New Power Hour Endeavors 
Sixth and seventh graders interested in 
programming are using 
their Friday Power Hours to learn a new 
programming language called Swift. We 
are using an Apple App called Swift 
Playgrounds which has students work 
through a sequence of exercises to learn 
the basics of coding. So far we have  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
learned about commands, functions, 
loops and debugging. Students have 
taken on this challenge with wonderful 
enthusiasm. Many of them have spent a 
good deal of time at home working on 
these skills as well. 
 
All students who participated in our 
school MathCounts program are 
continuing these challenges in 
our Tuesday Power Hour class. This 
gives students even more opportunities 
to work on their individual needs, even 
with challenging problem solving.  
 
I will also use this time to have 8th 
graders share their problem solving and 
calculator skills with 7th graders. 
 
Ocean Life Databases 
Sixth graders are studying databases. 
They designed their own databases of 
ocean animals and created an attractive 
layout. Next they will research the ocean 
animal they are creating in clay in art 
class and enter their data in their 
database. Finally they will combine their 
efforts and create a class database with 
all of their records. They will then use 
database tools like find and sort 
commands to compare their records. 
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Artist Website 
Eighth graders are creating a website of 
an artist they have chosen to emulate in 
art class. They will write about the life 
and style of their artist as well as post 
their own original art work and 
description of their process on this site. 
We also use this project to make sure 
students know how to properly get 
permission and cite picture sources. 
 
From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Math Joke: What would you get if 
you crossed a dog and a calculator?  
A friend you can count on!   
 
6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders cruised through their 
orange belt training on percent and took 
a culminating test on ratios, rates, 
proportions, scale drawings, and percent 
today.  Now, we’ll head into blue belt 
training where we’ll discuss expressions 
and eventually how to simplify them. 
 
6th Grade BizTown 
This school year, the 6th grade has the 
opportunity to participate in an exciting 
program found within our own 
community: Junior Achievement's 
BizTown!  As the JA website states:  
 
"Elementary school students aren’t old 
enough to drive, work, vote or be the 
boss.  At JA BizTown they are!  Students 
operate a bank, restaurant, city hall, 
newspaper, retail store and 10 other 
businesses.  JA BizTown® combines in-
class learning with a day-long visit to a 
fully interactive, simulated town. 
Students leave understanding the 
relationship between what they learn in 
school and their participation in a local 
economy." 
 

 
 
On May 1st, the 6th graders will travel to 
the Junior Achievement building and 
will be a part of this simulated town, 
along with three other schools.  Each 
student will have a job, will earn 
paychecks, will deposit those paychecks 
in a working bank, and will be able to 
spend their hard earned money at 
various stores!  An informational letter 
will be sent home near the end of 
January. 
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders have begun a long trek 
through a section on solving equations.  
We’ve solved one-step and two-step 
equations so far this week, and next 
week, we’ll get into multi-step 
equations, equations with variables on 
both sides, and equations with fractions 
and decimals!  This is a big part of 
Algebra next year, so these are 
important skills to learn and master. 
   
Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders are starting to put a 
wrap on their chapter on linear 
functions.  We learned a lot of new 
information in this chapter, and 
although difficult at first, we managed to 
keep it all straight.  We will be taking a 
cumulative Chapter 5 test next week, 
and then will jump into our Level 2 
black belt on systems! 
 
Science Joke:  Here’s an 
interesting paradox: Noses run, 
but feet smell! 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
Last week, the 6th graders wrapped up 
their last chapter on weather and 
climate in which we discussed 
anthropogenic changes to climate.  Now, 
we are heading into a unit on weathering  



 
and erosion.  First up, we’ve been 
discussing mechanical weathering!  We 
learned the effect that water, wind, ice, 
and plants have on rocks.  Yesterday, we 
even simulated mechanical weathering 
with rocks and plastic containers and 
graphed our results to see which one 
broke down the fastest! 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders have been busy learning 
about Gregor Mendel and heredity.  
We’ve talked about dominant and 
recessive genes and how you inherit 
those traits from your family.  We 
worked with Punnett squares to predict 
what traits offspring will have, and 
within the coming days, we will build 
(food) bugs based off of parent bugs and 
their genes—always a big hit with the 
students  
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
Currently, the 8th graders are working 
through a chapter on chemical bonding.  
We’ve learned the differences between 
ionic and covalent bonds, listened to a 
song on the topic to the tune of Abba’s 
“Dancing Queen”, modeled bonds as if 
we were atoms, and will be depicting 
bonds using beads and pipe cleaners. 
 
The 8th graders also presented their 
element earlier this week that they chose 
from their database.  The Keynotes, 
Prezis, and Google Slides were all done 
well, and the 8th graders presentation 
skills continue to develop as the school 
year goes on.  Great job! 
  
From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th Grade Religion 
The seventh graders are working on a 
very special project in both Religion and  

 
Art class.  They are designing a Coat of 
Arms that is representing faith, family, 
and personal identity. These creative 
and colorful shields will be included in 
the “Me, Myself and I” display for Open 
House in the school hallway.  Be sure to 
ask your child what other items they will 
be including in this unique project. 
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
These students learned about writing 
news articles, and just handed in their 
article based on a nursery rhyme. Their 
job was to write a great lead, add details 
and a quote from an eyewitness or an 
expert, and give it a captivating 
headline. These articles will now be used 
in the computer lab in Mrs. Webster’s 
class to create a newspaper, featuring 
their article and some of their 
classmates’ articles. We will not move on 
to a grammar unit on pronouns. 
 
In lit we started reading Tuck 
Everlasting. While reading, we are 
looking at the vocabulary used in the 
story and working on some of the 
reading skills that I introduced in the 
first trimester. The book has a very 
interesting concept – what if the 
Fountain of Youth did exist? – which 
will lead to some great discussion. 
 
7th Grade 
We are finishing up on the grammar 
unit on verbs. We started a review of 
irregular verbs and will go through the 
perfect and progressive tenses next 
week. They should be ready for the test 
by the end of next week. 
 
8th Grade 
We finished the test yesterday on the 
first part of verbs, and we will now take  



 
some time to discuss the BIG research 
paper that all 8th graders must go 
through. Today we started talking about 
topics, using 3 different types of sources 
(not just the internet), writing 
notecards, and writing a paper from 
notes only – bibliography included! All 
writing will be done in the computer lab. 
It’s very important to get a good topic in 
order to write 6 pages of good 
information, so please discuss this with 
your student to make sure they are not 
heading for disaster as the process goes 
on. More details will follow as we get 
started. 
 
In it we have started reading a two-act 
play about Anne Frank in their 
textbooks. There will be lots of 
discussion as we go along, as well as 
some questions at the end of each act. 
We will conclude with a response to 
literature essay. 
 
The students just finished a test on 
chapter 1 (“Who Will Listen to Me?”) in 
their books on prayer. The following 
units are “What Should I Say?” and 
“What’s the Answer?”  All this 
discussion will lead to “How Should I 
Pray?” where we will try contemplation 
and meditation exercises. Hopefully 
each student will find their preferred 
way of praying and use! 
 
From Mrs. Tulley 

6th Grade Social Studies 
The class has begun its study of ancient 
Egypt. We’ll be looking at the rise of 
Egypt as an empire and the many 
contributions it made to civilization.  I 
have assigned their Egyptian tomb 
project to the class, which will due Jan. 
27th.  I sent a copy of the criteria home 
for you with your child on Tuesday. 

 
6th Grade Religion 
We will finish our look at the creation 
stories and move on to the idea that the 
root of sin is the lack of trust in God and 
disobedience to his commands.  The 
story of Adam and Eve’s banishment 
from the Garden of Eden will be used to 
facilitate this theme.    
 
7th Grade Social Studies 
The class continues to look at Latin 
America. Right now we are 
concentrating on a group of islands in 
the Lesser Antilles called the Windward 
Islands.  We will get back to our maps 
and continue to look at various types of 
maps and land features. 
 
7th Grade Literature  
The class has begun working on the play 
“The Monsters are Due on Maple Street” 
by Rod Serling.  This was a screenplay 
that aired on his show “Twilight Zone”.  
After working with a partner on Act 1 
and Act 2 questions, we will discuss how 
this play explores the effects of 
prejudice, suspicion, and mob 
mentality; we’ll look at the original 
“Twilight Zone” broadcast. We will again 
be focusing on literary elements in this 
story.    
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
We are have begun our study of World 
War I where we are looking at the causes 
of the war, the U.S, reaction to the war 
and trench warfare. We will also be 
discussing how WWI was a significant 
cause for WWII. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


