
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Math Competitions 
 
All 7th and 8th graders took the 
international AMC math contest last 
November. Congrats to all of these 
students for their effort and 
participation. The individual results are 
in this week’s Go for the Gold. 
MathCounts students will take part in 
the school competition 
the Thursday after Christmas break. 
Please note that our meeting will go 
to 5:00 that night. This will be the last 
MathCounts meeting for students 
working on the school level. We will 
announce who is going on to the 
competitive level and those students will 
be practicing even more frequently for 
the Chapter Competition in February. 
 
Algebra One 
 
Algebra One students took a little detour 
from our normal mode of operation with 
our study of statistics and probability. 
We took on a project-based study of 
statistics by using data to examine if 
there is a relationship between salaries 
and wins in professional sports. The 
class was originally split down the 
middle on their opinion of this. They 
were challenged to prove it using 
statistics and displays. Ask your child  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
what he or she discovered.  Rather than 
a traditional end of the chapter test in 
probability, students will be 
demonstrated their understanding by 
creating a presentation with different 
probability concepts and examples. They 
presented their final projects to the 
other members of their pod on Tuesday. 
 
Elements Database 
 
Eighth graders are just completing a 
joint science and technology project 
involving creating a database of 
chemical elements. They started by 
creating the fields and layouts for their 
database. Next they researched the 
elements to fill in their data for 5 
different records on a shared classroom 
database. After break, we will use their 
information to learn how to sort, find 
and create reports with a database. 
 
Life at 30 Something 
 
The seventh graders have been 
magically transported to the year 2035. 
They have been given the task of 
organizing their 30-Something life. 
Their first task is to get a job - beginning 
with writing a resume. They are working  
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on using active verbs and being concise 
and formal in their writing. They will be 
encouraged to share their first draft of 
their resume with their parents and ask 
for some advice. 
 
Surviving in the Sixth Grade 
 
In a joint technology and literature 
project, sixth graders recently 
researched and created a presentation 
on a survival skill of their choosing. 
Students created their presentations in 
HyperStudio so they could take 
advantage of its many multimedia 
elements like adding buttons, sounds 
and animations. Students enjoyed 
showing their finished projects to their 
classmates last week. 
 
From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Math Joke: What did the 
mathematician say after eating 
Christmas dinner?  √ ( -1 / 64)   
 
6th Grade Math 
 
The 6th graders are in the middle of 
looking at percent.  We’ve practiced 
converting between percent, fraction, 
and decimal, and will find percent of a 
number.  We’ll quiz on this material 
after break, and will then take a 
cumulative test on ratios, rates, 
proportions, scale drawings, and percent 
the week after.  Their apartment scale 
drawing that we’ve been doing on 
Geometer’s Sketchpad is also due 
Friday, January 6th. 
 
7th Grade Math 
 
Earlier this week, the 7th graders 
finished their quick expressions  

 
 
chapter—simplifying and writing them.  
This is a good jumpstart on what we’ll be 
covering the second week after break: 
solving equations!  We’ll solve one-step, 
two-step, and multi-step equations, and 
equations with variables on both sides!  
The week we come back, we will be 
taking a cumulative test on expressions 
and percent applications to drive home 
those concepts one last time. 
   
Intro to Algebra 
 
The 8th graders are in the midst of a big 
chapter on linear functions!  We’ve 
covered concepts such as rate of change, 
slope, graphing lines, distance formula, 
midpoint formula, direct variation, and 
slope-intercept form, and after break, 
we will cover point-slope form and 
slopes of parallel and perpendicular 
lines (Whew!).  Despite everything new 
that’s been thrown at the 8th graders, 
they’ve done a great job keeping it 
straight.  We even listened to songs 
produced by high schools to help us with 
some concepts! 
 
 
Science Joke:  ”Holmium, 
Holmium, Holmium … Merry 
Christmas!”  - Santa Clause 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
 
The 6th graders are in the midst of their 
last weather and climate chapter—
Anthropogenic Changes to climate (or 
human changes to climate).  We 
discussed global warming, the 
greenhouse effect, and how we can help 
to prevent an increase in greenhouse 
gases.  We even created a climate change 
in a 2-liter bottle to see what the effects 
of carbon dioxide are on the Earth’s  



 
 
atmosphere. Ask your student how we 
made carbon dioxide!  We’ll wrap this 
chapter up after break and then head 
into our next area of study: Weathering 
and Erosion. First up, mechanical 
weathering! 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
 
Currently, the 7th graders are learning 
about diffusion and osmosis in cells.  
We’ve been doing an experiment in 
which we observed osmosis firsthand 
through an egg placed in water, syrup, 
and various other liquids (apple juice, 
Diet Coke, V8, etc)!  Ask your student 
what happened at each stage.  After 
Christmas break, we will test on this 
material, and then get into genetics and 
heredity, which has always been such an 
interesting topic for students! We’ll 
figure out why you are the only one with 
blonde hair and blue eyes in your family, 
and we’ll talk about dominant genes, 
recessive genes, and Punnett Squares.  
In addition, we will also be building 
(food) bugs based off of parent bugs and 
their genes, and the 7th graders will do a 
project on genetics within their family.  
Look for more information in the New 
Year!. 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical Science) 
 
Earlier this week, the 8th graders 
wrapped up their chapter on chemical 
reactions & equations, where we learned 
how to balance equations, and learned 
the four different types of equations 
through dancing!  After the break, we 
will learn about chemical bonding, 
specifically ionic and covalent bonds. 
 
 
 

 
 
In addition, the 8th graders are also busy 
working on their Element project. They 
are entering their five elements into the 
class database, and then will create a 
presentation on one of the elements.  
These are due Monday, January 9th. 
 
 From Mrs. Ricker 
 
As this is the last Middle School 
News of the year, I wish you and 
your family a blessed Christmas 
and Happy New Year!  See you in 
2017  
 
7th Grade Religion 
 
The seven grade students are learning 
about the Infancy Narratives in the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke.   
 
They are discovering the differences and 
similarities between the writers of these 
Gospels.  Father Andrew visited our 
class on Wednesday and gave an 
interesting talk. 
 
Have a blessed Christmas and a Happy 
and Healthy New Year! 
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
 Language Arts and Literature 
 
All middle grades have completed units 
of grammar in the last two weeks, so 
when we come back from Christmas 
break, we will be ready to write. The 
school will concentrate on informative 
writing this trimester. The 8th graders 
will begin the long process of writing 
their big research paper, the 7th grade 
will gather information and write about 
different stories – using characters,  
 



 
elements, and author style to respond to 
a story and the 6th will be using books 
and websites to then write an 
informative paper.   
 
Also in religion the 8th graders will be 
diving into a new unit of prayer, which 
hopefully will serve them all their lives. 
 
From Mrs. Tulley 

I want to take this opportunity to wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas 
and the happiest of New Years 
 
All is going very well in all the 6th, 7th, 
and 8th grade classes.  The students are 
working hard and making great strides.   
 
I want to take this opportunity to wish 
all of you a very Merry Christmas and a 
joyous New Year.  I found this Christmas 
prayer and it sums up all my wishes for 
you and the world. 
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"May the forgiving spirit of Him 
to whom we dedicate this season 

prevail again on earth. 
May hunger disappear 

and terrorists cease 
their senseless acts. 

May people live in freedom, 
worshiping as they see fit, 

loving others. 
May the sanctity of the home 

be ever preserved. 
May peace, everlasting peace, 

reign supreme."  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


