
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster  
 
Algebra One 
As we near the end of our Algebra One 
course, we are incorporating a lot of 
review material. Each student was 
assigned a review topic to teach to the 
class using Notebook software and the 
Smartboard.  Each student will be 
presenting their review topic to their 
classmates in the coming 
weeks.  Students are also keeping a log 
of their own individual review topics and 
are responsible for choosing practice 
work to match these skills. Finally, 
students are creating their own Algebra 
reference cards which we started in class 
last week and they should be working on 
at home also. 
 
Business Fair 
With only two weeks left, the eighth 
graders need to be working hard on their 
Business Fair projects. Their 
commercials are due Friday. Next week, 
they are putting final touches on choice 
projects and printing out their work. All 
of their projects and their 3 panel board 
are due on Wednesday, May 17. Please 
encourage your child to not wait for the 
last minute to complete their projects 
and board. On Thursday, May 18 they 
will be presenting their businesses to  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
their classmates, Mrs. Prendergast and 
myself. Make sure you have the Business 
Fair date - May 25 in the afternoon - 
marked on your calendar. 
 
Junior Achievement Finance Park 
Trip 
The 7th graders had an awesome 
opportunity to experience first-hand 
what we have been learning about 
personal finances this year. Each 
student was given a fictional adult life 
scenario and charged with the task of 
researching their choices and making 
budget decisions. Our students had 
some wonderful insights about just how 
difficult this task can be. A huge thank 
you to Kate Gould, Patrick Haverty and 
Marc Melloch who volunteered to help 
guide our students through this 
experience. If you haven’t already, 
please ask your child what he or she 
learned at Finance Park. 
 
From Ms. Luangrath  
 
Math Joke: What shape do you 
use to catch somebody? A 
trapezoid!   
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6th Grade Math 
Last week’s math classes were devoted 
to BizTown, so it’s been awhile since 
we’ve actually had a math class.  
However, we’re picking up right where 
we left off and are going to keep 
cruising!  We are currently working 
through area and circumference.  We 
already learned how to compute areas of 
parallelograms and triangles, and now 
we will look into area and circumference 
of circles.  “The Circle Song” –one of my 
favorite math songs—is sure to help 
students remember these formulas! 
 
6th Grade BizTown – A Success! 
This past Monday was the day we visited 
BizTown, and it was a blast!  The 
students did a great job running US 
Bank, the City Hall, and WI Sports.  
They got to experience life as an adult by 
working, carrying out tasks, depositing 
paychecks, going on a lunch break, and 
going on a shopping break.  A huge 
thank you to our volunteers for spending 
the day with us and helping to run the 
businesses: Jenna Kunde, Christine 
Candela, Leslie Heinrichs, Priscilla 
Siwicki, and Sara O’Neil! 
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders are currently working 
through a chapter on real numbers and 
right triangles.  We’ve already covered 
real and irrational numbers, square 
roots, and the Pythagorean Theorem.  
We’ll end the chapter looking at special 
right triangles (45-45-90 and 30-60-90) 
and basic trigonometry functions using 
SOHCAHTOA.  After we wrap this up 
next week, we’ll get into a chapter on 
surface area and volume in which the 
students will need to become the 
teacher! More info to come. 
   
 
 

Intro to Algebra 
Last week, the 8th graders put a wrap on 
their chapter on quadratics.  We learned 
different methods for solving quadratics 
(factoring, using square roots, 
completing the square, graphing, and 
the quadratic formula), and there were 
definitely some crowd favorites within 
those methods.  Now, we have started 
our last chapter of the year: probability 
and statistics.  This will be a short look 
into prob and stats as we have to get 
started on our review presentation 
soon—the students will become the 
teacher and teach a concept to the class! 
 
Science Pun:  How do you put a 
baby alien to sleep? You rocket!  
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
The 6th graders are still trekking through 
a chapter on volcanoes. We’ve discussed 
a variety of effects of volcanoes—both 
positive and negative—and are now 
starting to get into the three different 
types of volcanoes and how they’re 
formed.  In addition to this, the 6th 
graders have a volcano project due on 
Monday.  They had to choose between 
four options: make a poster Venn 
diagram about volcanoes, hurricanes, 
and earthquakes, make a travel 
brochure for a volcano, make a 
children’s book about volcanoes, or 
make a survival guide.  We started this 
project before spring break, so students 
should be nearly done.  We will start 
presenting these on Monday for a 
Speaking & Listening grade. 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders are nearly through their 
last chapter on cells: Mitosis and 
Meiosis.  We’ve already looked into 
mitosis and the different stages of the 
cell cycle. Now, we’ve begun meiosis and 
can already see similarities and 



differences between the two!  After we 
wrap this up next week, we’ll end the 
year talking about body systems, 
starting with the skeletal and muscular 
systems! 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
The 8th graders finished their chapter on 
potential and kinetic energy today.  
Within these chapters, we discovered 
what each was, figured out how to 
compute each, performed skits to see the 
energy transforming in everyday objects, 
and determined where each type of 
energy was on a roller coaster.  In 
addition, we did a variety of labs to see 
this energy in action that included 
tennis balls, ramps, marbles, and 
pendulums.  There isn’t much time left 
for the 8th graders, so we’ll end the year 
getting into engineering a little bit, 
starting with building a wooden bridge. 
 
From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th Grade Religion 
The 7th graders have been learning about 
the Easter Season. We are also 
preparing and practicing for the Living 
Rosary and May Crowning presentation, 
which is on May 9th at 1:30.  We hope 
that you will be able to attend and 
participate in this beautiful devotion to 
our Blessed Mother. 
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies  
We are beginning part one of our study 
of Rome. We will look at how Rome 
grew from a republic to an empire. The 
Roman emperors (especially the crazy 
ones) usually bring about some lively 
discussions.  Next the class will look at 

the rise of Christianity in the empire and 
the fall of the Roman Empire. 
 
6th Grade Religion 
We are finishing the Moses story and the 
Exodus from Egypt.  We then will take a 
quick look at the 10 commandments and 
discuss how they are God’s instructions 
for how to live in relation to God and 
other people.  Next we’ll discuss the 
stories of David and Ruth and how their 
choices helped to prepare the way for 
Jesus. 
Next week Tuesday, May 9th from 1:30 – 
2:00, the school will present the living 
rosary and May crowning. We are asking 
that each child have a rosary and bring a 
flower for Mary to school that day.  You 
are all invited to attend if you have the 
time. 

7th Grade Social Studies 
The class has finished their work on 
Latin America and we have moved on to 
Europe. We took a quick look at 
European geography and are now 
discussing (very briefly – 2000 years in 
12 pages) the history of Europe. 
 
7th Grade Literature 
We are continuing to work on the 
chapter book My Brother Sam is Dead.  
We are focusing on the main character, 
Tim, and looking at the conflict he is 
suffering because of the political and 
personal views of his father (a loyalist) 
and his brother (a patriot). 
The first written book report is due on 
Friday. 

8th Grade Social Studies 
The class continues to work on their 
study of World War II.  They have 
discussed the concept of appeasement, 
the beginning of the war, and the early 
years of the war including the Battle of 
Britain.  We are now getting into 



America’s involvement in the war, from 
the Lend Lease program to the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor. 
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
We have been using the short story 
“Raymond’s Run” to look at character 
traits of the main character. We cited 
evidence from the story to show the 
character’s personality, and now the 
students will chose their own story from 
some I’ve picked out for them. They will 
then highlight textual evidence showing 
their main character’s traits. We have 
practiced citing proof, have written 
introductions, and have discussed the 
conclusions. Students will fill in the 
paragraphs with the evidence relating to 
the points they want to make about their 
character’s personality. It’s a process 
that we are going through in class, and 
then students will try their skills at 
writing a character essay. 
We’ll finish No More Dead Dogs next 
week. It’s a fun, quick book that looks at 
how people can see the same incident 
but have very different viewpoints and 
opinions about it. We follow this book 
up by writing a 2-view point paper. 

7th Grade 
These students started writing 
persuasive essays. We’ve discussed 
introductions – using hooks and citing 
opinions. Now they are writing, using all 
the reasons, facts, and statistics that 
they gathered over the last week. Drafts 
will be due Monday. 
 
8th Grade 
We finished To Kill A Mockingbird and 
have some work left to do. But with MAP 
testing, concerts, concert practice, and 
other activities, time with these students 
is really short. The Memory Book needs 

to get started too! I don’t know if we’ll 
have time to watch the movie of To Kill 
a Mockingbird and compare it to the 
book. We’ll see where this month leads 
us. Sometimes no amount of planning 
will make things happen. 
In Language Arts the students have picked 
a short story or novel that they will use 
to write about theme and use textual 
evidence to show this theme. We have 
done some practice with a video and the 
short story “All Summer in a Day,” and 
now they will write their own intro and 
develop paragraphs using evidence from 
the story that they highlighted to prove 
their main idea. The drafts are due next 
week Wednesday. 

Final MAP tests are next week – 
please have students here. And 
remember to bring a rosary and a 
flower on Tuesday for the Living 
Rosary and May Crowning. All are 
invited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


