
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Help Needed - Junior Achievement 
Field Trip 
We are looking for three parents who 
would be willing to accompany the 
seventh graders on our field trip on May 
14 to Finance Park. Details are in a flyer 
that was sent home with your students. 
A copy is also in the Thursday folder. 
Please consider joining us if you can. I 
think you will be impressed with what 
JA offers and have a fun day interacting 
with our middle schoolers. Seventh 
graders should also return their 
permission slip. 
 
Algebra One 
My eighth graders are working on 
exponential and radical functions. They 
did an awesome job of applying what 
they already knew about the 
characteristics of functions and solving 
functions to these two new types of 
functions. This ability to compare and 
make connections is paramount for 
retaining new skills. 
 
Seventh Grade Budgets 
Now that our seventh graders are all 
officially employed and have salaries, 
they are working on monthly budgets. 
They used spreadsheet tools to calculate 
their gross and net income, taxes and  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
mortgage and car payments. Now they 
are finishing up estimating other 
expenses and graphing these. Part of 
their homework for this week is to ask 
their parents for some advice on their 
budget. What will they do if their 
expenses exceed their income? Stay 
tuned to find out. 
 
Database Tools 
The sixth graders created a class 
database of all of their ocean animals by 
combining all of their individual 
records. Last week they used database 
tools like find and sort commands to 
compare their records and answer 
questions. Finally they created their own 
unique lists using the class data and 
created buttons to perform some simple 
tasks. 
 
 From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Math Joke: What shape is usually 
waiting for you at Starbucks? A 
line! 
 
6th Grade Math 
Yesterday, the 6th graders quizzed on 
one step equations.  This is a skill that 
will expand as we continue with middle 
school, so it was a great stepping-stone 
for the students.  Next, we head into a 
geometry unit!  We’ll start with the 
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basics: angles, triangles, quadrilaterals, 
congruent & similar figures, and 
symmetry.   
 
6th Grade BizTown 
This year, the 6th graders will be in 
charge of two exciting businesses: Koss 
and Culver’s! The students are so excited 
to be working at these stores, and on 
Monday, we’ll be applying for jobs! 
Students are applying for their top three 
choices, so hopefully they’ve been 
thinking about what jobs they’d like to 
do.  We will also need two more parent 
volunteers to help us on our simulation 
day (May 14).  More information will be 
sent after spring break.     
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders are trekking through 
their first chapter on geometry.  It’s 
been a good review of angles, triangles, 
and quadrilaterals, and we’ve been 
bringing more algebra into the mix this 
time.  We’ll see if we can fit in a quiz 
before the break, otherwise we’ll have to 
quiz afterwards. Don’t forget the 
material!   
 
Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders are wrapping up their 
chapter on factoring tomorrow.  We 
learned how to factor by using the star 
and diamond method, and while 
intimidating at first, the students did an 
excellent job grasping the ideas.  Next, 
we’ll head into quadratic functions!  
 
Science Joke:  I’m not lazy…I’m 
overflowing with potential 
energy! 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
The 6th graders are working through a 
chapter on plate tectonics.  We took time 
to know and understand the layers of 
the earth by making 2-D or 3-D models.  

Now, we’re learning about the different 
types of plate boundaries by using 
chocolate frosting, graham crackers, and 
fruit roll-ups – Yum!  This chapter will 
carry over after spring break, so 
hopefully the information isn’t forgotten 
by then! 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders made it through their 
chapters on asexual and sexual 
reproduction.  We spent the last couple 
days of the chapter dissecting a flower 
and trying to see the reproductive parts 
of it.  Next, we will head into a chapter 
on meiosis.   
 
The 7th graders started presenting their 
genetic disorder brochure to the class 
this week.  The brochures turned out 
great! There’s been a lot of good 
information that’s been shared, and 
hopefully your student is more aware of 
some disorders that occur in the world. 
 
7th and 8th grade trip to Chicago 
On April 17th, the 7th and 8th graders will 
be going to Chicago on a field trip.  The 
7th grade will visit the Shedd Aquarium, 
and the 8th grade will be visiting the Art 
Museum (permission slips will come 
home soon).  There is a policy in effect 
that if students have missing work from 
now until the trip, they will not be able 
to go.  The students are aware of this as 
there is a sign posted in my room.  
Please help your child stay on top of 
their work so he/she can come along on 
this wonderful opportunity! 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
Last week, the 8th graders participated 
in the second annual 8th grade Challenge 
where they built a device to launch dice 
across the gym floor into a target.  The 
devices that the students came up with 



were very creative and were all effective 
to some degree – everyone was able to 
land at least one die into the target!  
Now, we’ve been looking at Newton’s 
Laws.  We’ve been doing little activities 
to help us investigate each law, as that’s 
a great way for students to see the laws 
in action! 
 
From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th Grade Religion  
We are continuing our Rosary (The 
Sorrowful Mysteries) and Movie (The 
Bible series) on Tuesdays during 
Religion class. The seventh grade also 
created a Rosary using artwork on their 
lickers a she beads. Be sure too check 
out the Middle school hallway and see 
their handiwork! Hope you have a 
blessed Holy Week and a beautiful 
Easter! 
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies  
The class is finishing up their god of 
goddess projects and will begin 
presenting them to their classmates this 
week. (I can’t wait to see them!) Next we 
will be looking at the glory of Ancient 
Greece.  We’ll discuss the daily like of 
ancient Greeks, compare Athens and 
Sparta, and look at the spread of Greek 
culture because of the conquests of 
Alexander the Great. 
 
6th Grade Religion 
The class is beginning their look at the 
story of Moses and how he led the 
Hebrews out of slavery.  We’ll also 
analyze how Jesus established a new 
covenant through the Eucharist and we 
will take a quick look at the Eastern 
Catholic Church. 
 
 

7th Grade Social Studies 
Because of IOWA testing haven’t move 
quiet as fast through our social studies.  
The class is beginning to look at the 
history of Latin America and how it 
relates to our history. 
 
7th Grade Literature 
We have begun the chapter book My 
Brother Sam is Dead.  This story is an 
historical fiction that deals with the 
story of Tim Meeker a young man with 
torn loyalties because his brother Sam is 
a patriot and his father is a loyalist 
during the Revolutionary War. This 
book does a wonderful job of showing 
Tim’s conflicts about war itself and the 
tragic consequences for his family. 
 
The book reports for the 3rd trimester 
are a choice book, an adventure book or 
a historical fiction book.  The choice 
book will be presented as a piccollage 
and is due April 10th. 
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
The class has begun their study of World 
War II.  They have done several 
activities focusing on their prior 
knowledge of the war and they will now 
work on discovering about fascism in 
Europe, militants in Japan, and the 
leaders of Germany and Italy.  
 
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
The 6th graders are finishing their 
utopias that they created with a partner. 
They should be ready to present them on 
Friday. Rules for these perfect worlds 
are always interesting. In Language Arts 
the 6th graders learned how to write 
news articles – interesting headlines, by 
lines, leads, and use of good quotes and 
details in the body. They are using 



nursery rhymes to create their own news 
stories about what really happened. 
These articles will then be used in 
computer class to create newspapers 
from Mother Goose Land. 
 
7th Grade 
These students finished the test on 
adjectives and adverbs, and now they 
will use these descriptive words and 
phrases to write a character sketch 
about someone they know well. They 
need to “show” this person’s personality 
and traits – not just tell what they are. 
These essays can be very powerful when 
done right. 
 
8th Grade 
Much of our class time has been used to 
practice the Living Stations of the Cross. 
We are slowly getting to the end of To 
Kill A Mockingbird – just finished the 
trial. We will be watching the movie 
when finished to compare it to the book. 
Many scenes and characters are 
eliminated from the film, so students 
will write about the impact these 
missing parts have on the story. In 
Language Arts we just finished testing 
part II of verbs, so we are ready to start 
writing again! 
 
Please join us for the Living 
Stations next Tuesday at 2:00 PM 
or 6:30 PM in church. The 8th 
grade class is doing a wonderful 
job of making this a very prayer 
experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


