
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
MathCounts 
MathCounts students have just two 
practice sessions left on December 7th 
and 14th. We will not meet on December 
21st as originally scheduled because it is 
a half day. Our official school 
competition will take place right after 
Christmas break on January 4th. Please 
note that our after school time will last 
until 5:00 that day. Based on the results 
of the school competition and overall 
effort in MathCounts, 10 students will be 
chosen to continue on and practice for 
the Chapter Competition which takes 
place on February 3rd. With so little 
time left, I have encouraged all students 
to double their efforts to work on their 
warm ups and workouts at home. 
Students also have an iPad app called 
MathCounts trainer which will be a 
valuable resources for practicing 
problems.  
 
Algebra One 
Algebra One students are taking a little 
detour from our normal mode of 
operation with our study of statistics 
and probability. We are working on a 
project-based study of statistics by using 
data to examine if there is a relationship 
between salaries and wins in  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Professional sports. The class was 
originally split on their opinion of this. 
They were challenged to prove it using 
statistics and displays. 
 
Digital Portfolios  
Since so many of our student projects 
are done digitally, students keep a 
portfolio of their best projects online so 
teachers, parents and students can share 
their work. Sixth graders created their 
new websites in October and seventh 
and eighth graders will continue adding 
to the ones they created last year. These 
are private websites that cannot be 
viewed by the public. We do encourage 
students to share their work with family 
and friends directly by showing their 
site. As part of their homework this 
week, I have asked all the middle school 
students to show their parents their 
digital portfolios. They can do this on 
their iPads or on your home computer. 
Students will have you sign their goals in 
Google Classroom to indicate that you 
have seen both their work and their 
goals. 
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From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Math Pun: The worst thing about 
getting hit in the face by pi is that 
it never ends!  
 
6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders are in the middle of 
looking at ratios, rates, and proportions.  
We modeled ratios using Jolly Ranchers 
and LifeSavers, we found the rate of 
which we can do jumping jacks, say the 
alphabet, and hop on one foot in an 
hour, and we’ve looked at proportions in 
the form of scale drawings and 
blueprints of an actual house!   This will 
lead into us creating our own scale 
drawing of an apartment.  Lots of fun to 
come in 6th grade Math! 
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders are wrapping up their 
look into proportions and percent 
applications, a concept in which we 
covered real-world applicable skills such 
as tax, tip, discount, markup, and 
interest.  Next, we’re headed into 
expressions—simplifying and writing 
them.  This will be a good lead-in to 
equations and inequalities, a fun 
component of Pre-Algebra! 
 
Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders have been busy learning 
about functions.  We’ve grasped the 
fundamentals of functions, and now 
we’re in the midst of a big section on 
linear functions!  We’ll cover concepts 
such as rate of change, slope, graphing 
lines, distance formula, midpoint 
formula, and direct variation.  There are 
a lot of clever songs and videos that we’ll 
use to help us remember this 
information (like Slope Dude for 
example!). 
 

Science Joke: I would’ve given you 
flowers, but I never botany! 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
The 6th graders are in the midst of their 
last weather and climate chapter— 
climate and factors that affect it.  We’ve 
taken some time to discuss climate 
change including both short-term and 
long-term changes, global warming, the 
greenhouse effect, and how we can help 
to prevent an increase in greenhouse 
gases.  We’re even attempting to create a 
climate change in a 2-liter bottle to see 
what the effects of carbon dioxide are on 
the Earth’s atmosphere. Ask your 
student how we made carbon dioxide!  
We’ll wrap this chapter up next week 
and then head into our next area of 
study: Weathering and Erosion. First 
up, mechanical weathering! 
 
7th & 8th Grade Science Fair 
Congratulations to the 7th and 8th grade 
students on a job well done! They did an 
excellent job presenting their topics to 
the school and parents, and I have 
received a lot of compliments with how 
well they did. Thank you to all of you 
who were able to come; the students 
loved being able to present to a variety 
of people! 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders took a week to look at 
diffusion, a process that occurs within 
our cells. We used an egg and watched 
diffusion happen over a couple of days 
with vinegar, syrup, water, and a liquid 
of the student’s choosing. Ask your 
student what happened after each day!  
Next, we are going to take a look into 
genetics and heredity, which has always 
been such an interesting topic for 
students! We’ll figure out why you are 
the only one with blonde hair and blue 
eyes in your family, and we’ll talk about 



dominant genes, recessive genes, and 
Punnett Squares.  In addition, we will 
also be building (food) bugs based off of 
parent bugs and their genes, and the 7th 
graders will eventually do a project on 
genetics within their family. 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
The 8th graders are currently studying 
chemical reactions. We’ve figured out 
what a chemical reaction is, how the law 
of conservation of mass is in play, what 
exothermic and endothermic reactions 
are, and what affects the rate of 
reactions.  We’ve done a lab to test the 
law of conservation of mass with a 
simple vinegar and baking soda 
chemical reaction, and we’ve observed 
physical and chemical changes in a 
sugar cube. Coming up, we’ll get into 
signs that show a chemical reaction 
occurred, the different types of chemical 
reactions, and how to balance chemical 
equations!  
 
In addition, the 8th graders also have an 
Element Project, in conjunction with 
Computers, that is due after Christmas 
break.  Each student will have five 
elements to research, and they will 
compile their information into a class 
database in Computers.  Then, they need 
to choose one of their elements and put 
together a presentation on it to give to 
the class.  These presentations will start 
on January 10th, and their project grade 
will be a combination of this 
presentation and the five database 
entries.  They will also receive a 
Speaking and Listening grade for the 
presentation. 
 
 
 
 

From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th Grade Religion 
The 7th grade students just completed an 
advent project that is now displayed on 
their lockers.  They had to choose an 
advent prayer or hymn and a design to 
go with it. They did an excellent job! We 
are now beginning our next Unit in the 
religion workbook. We will also continue 
to discuss the readings and homilies at 
our school Masses. 
Blessings! 
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies 
We have finished our study of 
Mesopotamia and began our study of 
ancient Egypt. Some of the things we’ll 
look at are the Egyptian’s belief in the 
afterlife, why and how the pharaohs 
built their tombs, and the advances 
made by the Egyptians in science and 
medicine.   
 
6th Grade Religion 
We have finished our look at the 
creation stories and the story of Adam 
and Eve’s banishment from the Garden 
of Eden. Now we’ll turn our attention on 
to the story of Abraham and Sarah.  We 
will discuss how God loved them and 
how he tested Abraham’s faith in Him. 
         
7thGrade Literature 
We are completing  “Rikki, Tikki, Tavi” 
and will beginning reading the play “The 
Monsters are Due on Maple Street” by 
Rod Serling.  This was a screenplay that 
aired on his show “Twilight Zone”. I 
have introduced next trimester book 
reports to the class.  They are to read a 
choice book, a realistic fiction or science 
fiction, and a fantasy.  The fantasy book 
report is to be a wanted poster for a 



character from their story.  I gave them 
the criteria sheet for the book report and 
showed them example of wanted posters 
done by students in the past.  The 
wanted poster is due Jan. 8, 2018. 
The other 2 book reports will be written 
in class and are due Jan. 29th and Feb. 
20th.  
  
7th Grade Social Studies 
The class is finishing up their study of 
the Renaissance next week. We looked 
at the beginning of the Renaissance in 
Italy, how it spread throughout Europe, 
and the new thoughts that came out of 
that time period.  They will then do an in 
school mini project that deals with 
important people from the Renaissance.   
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
The class is finishing up their quick look 
the Gilded Age and the Progressive Age 
at the turn of the century. We also 
discussed the growth of industry during 
this time in our history and the 5 men 
who built America – Ford, Rockefeller, 
Carnegie, Morgan, and Vanderbilt. The 
class has been broken up into groups of 
3 and each group is going to do a short 
in school project on one of these 5 men.  
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
We started reading Witness, a novel 
about the KKK moving into a small 
Vermont town in 1924. We are keeping 
track of all the different characters and 
how they react to the KKK and any 
changes the characters may go through. 
The story is told in verse with a lot of 
realistic fiction put into it to really let 
the reader feel the time period and get a 
feel for what the people of the time were 
like.  In LA we are cruising through 
pronouns and should be done before 

Christmas break – meaning the test isn’t 
too far away! 
 
7th Grade 
This class is also in the pronoun unit. 
Reflexive, intensive, interrogative, 
demonstrative – we’re learning them all! 
We will be able to complete the unit test 
before break. 
 
8th Grade 
We finished Our Town and are moving 
on to “The Diary of Anne Frank”, an 
adapted play version that is in their 
textbook.  I’m hoping to finish Act I by 
break. In LA we are talking about the 
research paper already! Topic choices 
are due on the 11th.  Students will gather 
their resources over Christmas break, 
but we will be talking about this over the 
next two weeks.  We cover types of 
resources and bibliography cards. They 
should be ready to start writing their 
note cards when they return. The 
students have been warned too that no 
excuses are accepted during this paper. 
Due dates are due dates! The work must 
find its way to me no matter what. They 
have set a calendar so they know exactly 
when parts and papers are due, so 
please help in getting your child to be 
responsible during this process. It is the 
only writing grade and probably the only 
LA grades this trimester.  
 
I’m thankful for the small group of 
students who are helping put the Advent 
prayer services together! Thank you 
Inge, Nelson, Elise, Connor, Mary Grace, 
Alex, Henry and Rose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


