
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Programming 
All middle school students worked on 
programming skills in their technology 
classes last week. My goal is to expose all 
students to the fundamentals of 
programming and have them participate 
in tasks which require programming. 
Sixth and seventh graders are using 
Swift programming on their iPads. Swift 
uses block programming where students 
do not have to actually type out 
commands but rather put them in the 
correct order. They can also create new 
functions by grouping a sequence of 
commands. Eighth graders are doing TI 
basic programming on their graphing 
calculators. In addition to learning some 
of the elements of programming, their 
programs will offer the ability to deepen 
their understanding of variables and 
apply geometry ideas. Ask your middle 
schooler to show you one of their 
programs.  
 
Algebra One 
The eighth graders are off to a great start 
in both their enthusiasm and 
responsibility. Thanks to Mrs. Sewall, 
they are well prepared for Algebra. We 
have spent much of these first few weeks 
of classes working on how to learn math.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We learned how to be active learners 
and to connect new ideas to those we 
already know. We explored how to 
represent math ideas with numbers, 
with variables, with words and with 
pictures. We discussed expecting, 
respecting and inspecting our mistakes.  
We are learning to balance our effort 
and ease to challenge ourselves without 
frustration. It’s all about learning in a 
variety of ways and taking responsibility 
for our own learning!  
 
Please find time to read the Algebra 
handout from parent night so you can 
better understand my expectations, 
methods and grading policy. It would be 
great if parents would also find the time 
to look through their student’s math 
binder and ask questions about what 
they are doing and why. If you haven’t 
already, ask your child to show you their 
Algebra textbook on the iPad. It is truly 
an amazing resource. Students have so 
many different tools and modes for 
learning that it is mind boggling.  
 
Math Challenges 
Our MathCounts program for 7th and 
8th graders is off to a great start. I 
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emailed students a snack schedule this 
week and asked them to forward it to 
their parents. There is also a copy in the 
online Thursday folder. Also, 7th and 
8th graders were invited to participate 
in the Marquette High School Fall Math 
Meet on October 14. Thanks to Ken 
Rouse for volunteering to chaperone. I 
still have a few places open if anyone 
else wants to join us but I need to know 
by Friday so I can turn in the 
registration on time. There is no better 
way to grow your math brain than by 
exploring these types of challenge 
opportunities. 
 
From Mrs. Sewall 
 
Math Joke: How many monsters 
are good at math?  None unless 
you Count Dracula! 
 
6th Grade Math 
Earlier this week, we attempted to earn 
our orange belt on absolute value, prime 
factorization, greatest common factor, 
and least common multiple.  The 
concepts weren’t hard for the students, 
but using factor trees to find GCF and 
LCM was something new!  Now that 
we’ve finished two belt levels, we will 
take a collective test on that material—
essentially everything we’ve covered so 
far this year.  We’ve been spending time 
reviewing and now we’ll take the test on 
Tuesday.  After the test, we head into 
our blue belt training on long division 
and all of the decimal operations.   
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders have continued their 
strong start to the year by recently 
working through fraction operations.  
Yes, this is similar to past years, but this 
year we added negative fractions and 
variables to the mix!  Not only did 
students need to remember their 

fraction process, but also their negative 
integer process (and everyone has been 
doing very well with it!).  We’ll quiz on 
the material next week Wednesday, and 
then we’ll head into our black belt 
training on rates and decimals. 
 
Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders have recently finished up 
two quizzes: one on equations (one-step, 
multi-step, variables on both sides, and 
solving for variables) and the other on 
ratios, rates, proportions, and precision 
& accuracy.  Now, we are looking to take 
a summative test on all of that material.  
After that is complete, we will head into 
our black belt training on inequalities. 
 
Science Joke: What do clouds do 
when they become rich?  They 
make it rain!  
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
Sixth graders wrapped up their first 
chapter on energy transfer and the water 
cycle.  We made water cycle models in 
class with partners and they turned out 
great!  Next, we will talk about 
Meteorology.  We’ll spend time looking 
at weather maps and pretending we are 
meteorologists for a couple days.  We’ll 
see if there are any budding 
meteorologists among us! 
 
7th & 8th Grade Science Fair 
Topics and parent signatures were due 
last week for all students.  Next up is the 
experimental design that’s due October 
10.  This is where students lay out how 
they’re going to run their experiment.  
After that is approved, they are free to 
run their experiments!  We’ve got about 
a month and a half to go until the big 
day!  
 
 
 



7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
Seventh grade is currently looking at 
structure of life.  We’ve learned about 
prokaryotic cells and made models of 
such cells. Next, we will focus on 
eukaryotic cells. We’ll look into the 
different organelles and come up with 
their functions, and then (time 
permitting) we’ll make a eukaryotic cell 
model so we can compare our two 
models.  After that, we’ll do an in-class 
cell analogy project where we compare a 
cell to another system (i.e.: a school, 
city, castle, etc.). 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical  
Science) 
The 8th graders are currently working 
through chapter on states of matter.  
We’ve tried to run experiments to 
change the boiling point and melting 
point of water and ice to see how we can 
affect a change in state.  We’ll wrap this 
up next week, and then take an informal 
look into the concept of density.  
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies  
The class will continue their study of 
prehistoric times. We are looking at the 
beginning of farming, the discovery of 
fire, and the movement of man around 
the earth.  Next we will study the 
development of cities and what 
characteristics does a civilization need to 
possess to be considered a civilization. 
 
6th Grade Religion 
The class has finished their overview of 
the Bible and they have done a beautiful 
job on their illuminated Bible verses. I 
am having them laminated and they will 
be displayed on their lockers. Next the 
class will begin looking at the two 

creation stories and discussing the 
difference between the two and what 
were the writers of these stories trying to 
tell us about God and our job as 
stewards of the earth. 
 
7th Grade Religion 
 The class completed their chapter on 
“The One True Faith” and will move on 
to the idea that Jesus is the answer to a 
promise.  We’ll discuss the ministry of 
John the Baptist and how both the Old 
and New Testaments tell a single story 
about God’s love for us. 
 
The class is also very busy rehearsing 
their parts for the living rosary.  The 
school is doing the Luminous Mysteries 
this year and the 7th graders are acting 
out each mystery as the school says each 
decade of the rosary.  They will be doing 
this on Thursday, Oct. 11th at 1:00. Come 
and join us if you can. 
 
 7th Grade Literature 
The class has finished reading the short 
story by Ernest Hemingway “A Day’s 
Wait”.  While reading the story we 
looked at the literary elements of 
internal conflict, the rising action and 
the climax of a story. Now they are 
reading the classic short story “Rikki, 
Tikki, Tavi” where we will study the 
literary elements of a story and external 
conflict. Biography book reports are 
due Oct. 15th and the choice and 
mystery books are due by Oct. 
30th and Nov.16th, these book reports 
will be started in school. 
 
7th Grade Social Studies 
We will continue our study of the Middle 
Ages and we’ll be looking at Memorialist 
and the rise of kings in the Middle Ages.  
Next we will concentrate on the 
Crusades.  We will discuss what the 
Crusades were and why they were 



fought.  We’ll also look at how they 
changed Europe both economically and 
socially. 
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
The class is moving ahead with their 
study of the Civil War.  We are looking 
at why the war was fought, specifically 
the growing tensions between the north 
and south over the spread of slavery. 
After that we will study the advantages 
and disadvantages each side had and the 
civil and military leaders of each side.  
We will also take a closer look at some of 
the significant battles and the end of the 
war in the next few weeks.  
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
We starting reading Brian’s Winter, 
which picks up where Hatchet left off 
before Brian was rescued. Students will 
be journaling during the novel, writing 
about their own experiences like those of 
Brian. At the end of the novel, students 
will work on Hyper Studio presentations 
of survival skills. 
 
We also started working on writing good 
narratives. We are just at the beginning 
of this process and writing descriptive 
paragraphs about people and places that 
matter to us and we remember.  Some of 
these small moments may be the idea 
for the final narrative. 
 
7th Grade 
A rough draft of a creative writing piece 
was due today. Last week they finished 
their suspense stories, which will be 
bound in a book for others to enjoy. The 
final for the creative writing story is next 
Tuesday (students of plenty of time over 
this long weekend to complete this!), 
and then we will start a grammar unit on 
nouns. 

8th Grade 
These students are also writing a 
creative writing piece – draft was due 
today and final will be due Tuesday. 
After that the 8th graders will embark on 
the pumpkin stories. They work in 
groups for this – complete with carving 
a pumpkin to enhance the story 
experience. On Halloween the other 
middle school students will vote on their 
favorite story. This is always a fun 
project. 
  
In literature we are finishing the last 
story emphasizing Point of View, which 
means the test will be coming soon! 
We’ve spent time going over and taking 
notes on the story elements (plot, 
setting, characters, theme, and point of 
view). We will start our first novel, Our 
Town, after the test. 
  
In religion I have started relating the 
true story of the miracle at Fatima and 
all that had been revealed to the 
children by Mary. We will review the 
rosary and pray for peace during this 
month of October. 
 


