
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Mrs. Webster 
 
Artist Website 
Eighth graders are creating a website of 
an artist they have chosen to emulate in 
art class. They will write about the life 
and style of their artist as well as post 
their own original artwork and 
description of their process on this site. 
We also use this project to make sure 
students know how to properly get 
permission and cite picture sources. 
 
Math Competitions 
All 7th and 8th graders took the 
international AMC math contest in 
November. Congrats to all of these 
students for their effort and 
participation. The individual results are 
in this week’s Go for the Gold. 
MathCounts students will take part in 
the school competition the Thursday 
after Christmas break. Please note that 
our meeting will go to 5:00 that night. 
This will be the last MathCounts 
meeting for students working on the 
school level. We will announce who is 
going on to the competitive level and 
those students will be practicing even 
more frequently for the Chapter 
Competition in February. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Algebra One 
We are spending the last few weeks 
before break studying one of my favorite 
topics, probability.  We will be learning 
about compound probability and 
independent and dependent events. It 
turns out that one of the hardest parts is 
counting how many combinations or 
permutations of an event can happen. 
Rather than a traditional end of the 
chapter test in probability, students will 
demonstrate their understanding by 
creating a presentation with different 
probability concepts and examples. They 
presented their final projects to the 
other members of their pod next week. 
 
Elements Database 
Eighth graders are working on a joint 
science and technology project involving 
creating a database of chemical 
elements. They started by creating the 
fields and designing creative layouts for 
their database. Now they are researching 
elements to fill in their data for 5 
different records on a shared classroom 
database. After break, we will use their 
information to learn how to sort, find 
and create reports with a database. 
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South America Database 
Seventh graders are creating a database 
of South America countries. Just like the 
8th graders, they started by creating the 
fields and designing creative layouts for 
their database. Each student will 
research one country and enter the 
record into the database. Finally we will 
combine all data into one database so 
students can use database tools to find, 
sort and create new reports. 
 

From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Math Joke: What did the 
mathematician say after eating 
Christmas dinner? √ ( -1 / 64)  
 
6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders spent time last week 
being architects and designing their own 
apartment layout on Geometer’s 
sketchpad.  We’ve got some budding 
architects in the group!  Now, we are 
starting a chapter on percent.  We’ll 
practice converting between percent, 
fraction, and decimal, and will find 
percent of a number.  After the break, 
we’ll finish this up, quiz on it, and then 
take a cumulative test on ratios, rates, 
proportions, scale drawings, and percent 
the week after.   
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders have been taking a quick 
look into expressions these last couple of 
days: evaluating, writing, and 
simplifying them.  This is a good 
jumpstart on what we’ll be covering 
after break: solving equations!  We’ll 
solve one-step, two-step, and multi-step 
equations, and equations with variables 
on both sides! 
 
Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders are in the midst of a big 
chapter on linear functions!  We’ve 

covered concepts such as rate of change, 
slope, graphing lines, distance formula, 
midpoint formula, and direct variation, 
and after break, we will cover slope-
intercept form, point-slope form, and 
slopes of parallel and perpendicular 
lines (Whew!).  Despite everything new 
that’s been thrown at the 8th graders, 
they’ve done a great job keeping it 
straight.  We even listened to songs 
produced by high schools to help us with 
some concepts! 
 
Science Joke:  ”Holmium, 
Holmium, Holmium … Merry 
Christmas!”  - Santa Clause 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
Things have changed just a little bit 
since the last Middle School News. It 
was advertised that 6th grade would be 
learning about mechanical weathering 
next, but we’re going to pause on that 
and do the rock cycle first! We'll learn 
about the different types of rocks and 
how they form and change between the 
different types. We’ll do a quick little 
activity with candles to model all three 
types of rocks, and we’ll create our own 
diagram of the rock cycle! 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders are in the midst of 
looking at genetics and heredity. We’ve 
taken an inventory of our class traits, 
have learned about Gregor Mendel, and 
have practiced predicting offspring traits 
by using Punnett Squares.  After the 
break, we will be building (food) bugs 
based off of parent bugs and their genes, 
and the 7th graders will do a project on 
genetics within their family.  Pay 
attention to your family members’ traits 
while at your family Christmas party!  
 
 



8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
Earlier this week, the 8th graders 
wrapped up their chapter on chemical 
reactions & equations, where we learned 
how to balance equations, and learned 
the four different types of equations 
through dancing!  After the break, we 
will learn about chemical bonding, 
specifically ionic and covalent bonds. 
 
In addition, the 8th graders also have an 
Element Project, in conjunction with 
Computers that is due on January 10th.  
Each student has five elements to 
research, and they will compile their 
information into a class database in 
Computers.  Then, they need to choose 
one of their elements and put together a 
presentation on it to give to the class.  
Their project grade will be a 
combination of this presentation and the 
five database entries.  They will also 
receive a Speaking and Listening grade 
for the presentation. 
 
As this is the last Middle School 
News of the year, I wish you and 
your family a blessed Christmas 
and Happy New Year!  See you in 
2018  
 

From Mrs. Tulley 

 
All is going very well in all the 6th, 7th, 
and 8th grade classes.  The students are 
working hard, moving through the 
curriculum well and making great 
strides.   
 
I want to take this opportunity to wish 
all of you a very Merry Christmas and a 
joyous New Year.  I found this Christmas 
prayer and it sums up all my wishes for 
you and the world. 
 

 

A Christmas 

Prayer 
Soundings, Vol. 2, # 12 

 
"May the forgiving spirit of Him 
to whom we dedicate this season 

prevail again on earth. 

May hunger disappear 
and terrorists cease 
their senseless acts. 

May people live in freedom, 
worshiping as they see fit, 

loving others. 

May the sanctity of the home 
be ever preserved. 

May peace, everlasting peace, 

reign supreme."  
 

From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th, 7th and 8th Language Arts 
We’re in a good spot for vacation. Both 
classes have finished their units on 
pronouns, and when we all return from 
break; we’ll be ready to start a writing 
unit. We’ll work on informative writing. 
The 8th grade has already started 
preparing for their research paper. We 
have set a calendar of due dates, talked 
about getting resources, made some 
bibliography cards, and have gone over 
how to write the note cards. Parents and 
students should check the due dates on 



the calendar in Option C. There are no 
excuses for late work, and the grade 
drops each day it is late. If a student 
cannot be here on a due date, his or her 
work should find its way to me via 
parent, neighbor, or friend. Topics have 
been chosen, and work has begun! 
 
6th and 8th Literature 
The 6th grade has finished reading 
Witness this week and will do their book 
project after break. The 8th grade has 
finished Act I of Anne Frank, and we’ll 
recap with questions when we return. 
 
I wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas! Enjoy your time 
together. 
 


