
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Junior Achievement Finance Park 
Trip 
The 7th graders had an awesome 
opportunity to experience first-hand 
what we have been learning about 
personal finances this year. Each 
student was given a fictional adult life 
scenario and charged with the task of 
researching their choices and making 
budget decisions. Our students had 
some wonderful insights about just how 
difficult this task can be. A huge thank 
you to Jenna Kunde, Christine Candela 
and Priscilla Siwicki who volunteered to 
help guide our students through this 
experience. If you haven’t already, 
please ask your child what he or she 
learned at Finance Park. 
 
Algebra One 
We are spending the last several weeks 
doing what I consider the most 
important lesson of the year. We are 
working hard to review and connect all 
of the ideas we learned this year and 
make sure they are well cemented in our 
brains. This review will be cleverly 
disguised as games – playground 
problem solving, poster making, and 
more. Our Algebra Reference cards 
which are a two page summary of 
important ideas also helped us review  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
main ideas. Our final exam is 
Wednesday, May 23. 
 
Business Fair 
The eighth graders will present their 
projects to Mrs. Prendergast, their 
classmates and I this week. Now we are 
looking forward to the Business Fair 
next week, Thursday. Students will 
spend the entire afternoon selling their 
product or service to younger students 
and adult visitors. They are welcome to 
bring small treats to share with their 
visitors but they should not go 
overboard. The focus should be on 
selling their product based on its merits 
- not bribing students for Business Fair 
dollars. Be sure to join us and bring the 
whole family. 
 
Credit Cards 
Seventh graders are creating 
presentations to show what they have 
learned about credit and debit cards. 
They began by using an app called 
Celebrity Calamity in which they had to 
manage a celebrity and make financial 
decisions. Along the way, they gathered 
some good advice on paying bills with 
plastic. These tips served as a launching 
pad for their presentations.  
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Sixth Grade Educreations 
Last week the sixth grade students 
created a presentation about circles 
using an app called Educreations. With 
this app, students have a variety of tools 
available to them including paint, text, 
color, pictures and sound to help create 
a lesson. I encouraged students to 
challenge their knowledge of circle 
vocabulary and measurement that was 
somewhat challenging to them because 
there is a lot of value in using teaching 
as a means of learning! This also gives 
me great feedback to determine if 
students truly understand these skills. 
 
From Ms. Luangrath  
 
Math Joke: Why did the 30-60-90 
degree triangle marry the 45-45-90 
degree triangle?  Because they were 
right for each other! 
 
6th Grade Math 
Last week’s math classes were devoted to 
BizTown, so it’s been awhile since we’ve 
actually had a math class.  However, we’re 
picking up right where we left off and are 
going to keep cruising!  We are currently 
working through area and circumference, 
where we already learned how to compute 
areas of parallelograms, triangles, and 
circles, and how to find the circumference of 
a circle.  We’ll review all of that and then 
quiz on the material in the coming days.  
Met at first with criticism, the students have 
warmed up to “The Circle Song” – I knew 
they would! — to help with remembering 
area and circumference.  You could have 
them even sing it to you!  
 
6th Grade BizTown 
This past Monday was the day we visited 
BizTown, and it was a blast!  The students 
did a great job running Koss and Culver’s, as 
both businesses made a profit at the end of 
the day.  Students were able to experience 
life as an adult by working, carrying out 
tasks, depositing paychecks, going on a 
lunch break, and going on a shopping break.  

A huge thank you to our volunteers for 
spending the day with us and helping to run 
the businesses: Amy Yadgir, Michael Smith, 
and Marc Melloch!  
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders did a great job on their real 
numbers and right triangles test earlier this 
week!  Now, they are working with a partner 
to make a presentation on our next chapter.  
Every group was given a section on area, 
volume, or surface area, and they’ve been 
making a lesson about the topic to teach to 
the class.  We’ll see if there are any future 
math teachers in the bunch!  
 
Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders are currently putting 
finishing touches on their review 
presentation.  They’ve picked a topic and 
have spent the week creating a Notebook 
lesson that they’ll use to teach the class, 
starting tomorrow.  This will be a good 
review and a good chance for the students to 
use their math language to teach a topic.  
Additionally, we’ve been doing a cumulative 
review in Power Hour, where we’ll be able to 
see which math domains we are strong in 
and which ones we need to focus on for next 
year in high school.  
 
Science Joke:  Lose an electron?  
Gotta keep an ion that! 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
The 6th graders started presenting their 
earthquake projects in class on Tuesday.  
We had children’s books about earthquakes, 
informational brochures, and a survival 
guide for earthquakes.  Well done!  We’re 
also in the middle of our last chapter of the 
year – fossils.  We’ve learned how they are 
formed and the different types.  We will 
eventually make our own casts and molds 
with clay and seashells soon too!   
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders are busy exploring their 
digestive systems!  We’ve already learned 
the process of the alimentary canal (another 
name for the digestive tract), and now have 



made life-size models of a human digestive 
tract.  Today, we burned marshmallows and 
cheese in a lab to calculate the energy in 
each.  This chapter will be wrapping up soon 
and will lead us into our annual frog 
dissection after Memorial Day—a student 
favorite! 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical Science) 
Yesterday, the 8th graders went outside to 
test their wooden bridges!  We had spent 
the previous week making bridges that 
needed to fit certain dimensions, yet hold 
the most sand in a bucket.  Some bridges 
weren’t quite able to hold the bucket, but 
there were some bridges that could hold the 
bucket and sand!  Perhaps we have some 
future engineers on our hands!  Now, we are 
testing our engineering skills by making 
water rockets.  Students have to design a 
rocket out of a 2-liter bottle that will stay up 
in the air the longest.  Stay tuned for the 
results! 
 
From Mrs. Tulley  
 
6th Grade Social Studies  
We are continuing our study of Rome. We 
have looked at how Rome grew from a 
republic to an empire with the death of 
Caesar; we are now focusing on the growth 
of the empire and why it lasted for 500 
years.  Next we’ll look at Christianity and 
the Roman Empire and the fall of Rome. 
 
6th Grade Religion 
We are now discussing the stories of David 
and Ruth and how their choices helped to 
prepare the way for Jesus. We will also talk 
about how moral choices affect our 
relationship with God and examine the 
consequences of bad choices. 
 
 7th Grade Social Studies 
We are working on European history.  We 
will discuss some of the main events in 
European History from ancient Greece to 
the fall of the Soviet Union.  (very briefly – 
2000 years in 12 pages) Next we’ll take a 
quick look at the contemporary European 
cultures and see if unity or division 

characterizes European culture. The class 
will look at the population density of 
Europe, the history of its languages and its 
religions.  
 
7th Grade Literature 
We are continuing to work on the chapter 
book My Brother Sam is Dead. We have 
focused on the main character, Tim, and are 
look at the conflict he is suffering.  The class 
is doing a wonderful job of discussing the 
story and has wonderful insights into the 
characters.  The final book for their book 
report must be read by Tuesday, May 29th   
when we will write the book report in class. 
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
The class continues to study World War II 
and we are now looking at the United States 
entering the war.  We’ll also look at the 
campaigns in North Africa, D-day, and the 
Allies win in Europe. Next we’ll take a quick 
look at the war in the Pacific. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


