
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Technology 
Sixth graders have created a 
database of family members. In 
Spanish class, they are filling out the 
information for various family 
members with Señora’s help. Sixth 
graders will be spending quite a bit 
of time this year learning about how 
to be good digital citizens. They have 
an iBook on their iPads that will 
serve as our main reference. After 
some discussion in class and online 
in Google Classroom, 6th graders are 
also coming up with a list of rules to 
guide their online discussions. 
 
Seventh graders have been exploring 
some potential future careers. They 
began by looking at their skills and 
interests. Then they took an online 
career interest survey called the 
Kuder assessment which helped 
suggest some possible areas of 
interests. Now they are doing a 
research project on one career of 
their choice and creating a 
presentation of their findings. 
Students also created spending logs 
on a spreadsheet on their iPad to 
track how much money is spent on 
them. These will be due in the end of  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October. Feel free to take a peak and 
see how much they are costing you. 
 
Eighth graders began the year by 
exploring an important new piece of 
technology - their TI 84 calculators. 
As a math teacher, I always try to 
emphasize first the importance of 
learning to do calculations 
themselves and to not rely too much 
on calculators. However, once they 
are secure in knowing how to do the 
calculations, they should learn to use 
calculators as a time saving device. 
They were given a list of skills and 
exercises to do over several weeks. 
They worked on them both at home 
and in class. They also shared ideas 
with classmates using Google 
Classroom. 
 
Algebra One 
This week we completed our study of 
two step equations and percentages. 
While much of this material is 
review, we do explore some new 
applications of these skills - namely, 
absolute value and dimensional 
analysis. We are also focusing on our 
methodology to be sure we are ready 
for more advanced concepts. 
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Although it is sometimes tempting to 
just use arithmetic to solve some 
problems, we stress the importance 
of using Algebra. It is paramount 
that students know why they are 
using certain algorithms and can 
communicate this idea to promote 
more permanent learning.  Now we 
move on to inequalities. 
 
From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Homework Strikes 
A new homework strike policy will be 
implemented in the middle school. If 
your student has two missing 
assignments in a given subject, 
he/she will be given a homework 
strike. This homework strike will act 
just like a behavior strike. If two 
strikes are received in a trimester, 
the student has to serve lunch 
detention. If three strikes are 
received in a trimester, the student 
has to serve a half-day detention in 
the office.  Because homework isn’t 
docked for being late, the strike 
policy will still hold students 
accountable for turning their work in 
on time.  Additionally, it will 
hopefully teach them responsibility 
of staying on top of their work.  
 
Math Joke: What did one 
decimal say to the other? Did 
you get my point?! 
 
6th Grade Math 
Last week, we all earned our orange 
belt on absolute value, prime 
factorization, greatest common 
factor, and least common multiple.  
Well done 6th graders!  Now that 
we’ve finished two belt levels, we will 
take a collective test on that 
material—essentially everything 
we’ve covered so far this year.  We 

spent the beginning part of this week 
reviewing and we’ll gear up to take 
the test on Monday.  After the test, 
we head into our blue belt training 
on long division and all of the 
decimal operations. 
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders have continued their 
strong start to the year by recently 
working through fraction operations.  
Yes, this is similar to past years, but 
this year we added negative fractions 
and variables to the mix!  Not only 
did students need to remember their 
fraction process, but also their 
negative integer process (and 
everyone has been doing very well 
with it!).  We’ll quiz on the material 
next week Wednesday, and then after 
the long weekend, we’ll head into our 
black belt training on rates.   
 
Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders took a summative 
test on everything we’ve covered so 
far this year, and everyone did a 
great job!  The work ethics of this 
class has been tremendous so far this 
year—keep it up!  Next, we’ll head 
into a chapter on solving equations.  
We’ll first review one-step, two-step, 
and multi-step before going into 
equations with variables on both 
sides! 
 
Science Joke: What kind of 
shoes do frogs wear? Open 
toad! 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth 
Science) 
Sixth graders are in the middle of 
talking about Meteorology.  We spent 
time looking at weather maps and 
pretending we were meteorologists 
for a couple days, and today we did a 



small lab to see the effect of warm 
water on the surrounding land.  
Tomorrow, we’ll make an 
Educreation on what we know about 
warm and cold fronts.  We’ll test on 
this material next week, and then 
after the long weekend, we’ll head 
into a look at Extreme Weather! 
 
6th Grade Field Trip to 
Discovery World 
On October 17, the 6th graders will 
take their annual trip to Discovery 
World.  While there, we will have 
time to explore the museum, and 
we’ll take part in a lab where we get 
to dissect a squid!  Please be sure 
your student brings a cold lunch that 
day, and they should still wear their 
uniform. 
 
7th & 8th Grade Science Fair: 
DATE CHANGE! 
The Science Fair has two important 
date changes: the Science Fair report 
is now due Thursday November 
16, and the Science Fair is on 
Friday November 17.  Both the 7th 
and 8th graders should know this, as 
they were told of the changes in 
class.  That being said, that gives us 
six (6) weeks from today until the 
report is due. The students turned in 
their experimental design today, so 
they are free to start their 
experiment once I’ve looked those 
over and returned them.  Happy 
experimenting!  
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
Seventh grade is currently looking at 
structure of life.  We’ve learned 
about prokaryotic cells and made 2-
D models of such cells. Now, we are 
focusing on eukaryotic cells. We’re 
looking into the different organelles 
and coming up with their functions, 

and then we’ll make a eukaryotic cell 
model so we can compare our two 
models.  After that, we’ll do an in-
class cell analogy project where we 
compare a cell to another system (ie: 
a school, city, castle, etc). 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
The 8th graders wrapped up their 
chapter on states of matter last week, 
and this test was much better than 
our first test of the year.  This week, 
we’ve been taking an informal look 
into the concept of density.  We’ve 
built a density tower of materials 
such as vinegar, water, vegetable oil, 
syrup, a golf ball, ping pong ball, 
marble, die, penny, and bean.  
Today, we did a lab in which we used 
density to identify an unknown 
substance.  There will be an optional 
test on density next week Monday if 
students choose to take it.  
Otherwise, we’ll start our next 
chapter on atomic theory next week.  
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies  
The class will continue their study of 
prehistoric times. We have looked at 
the beginning of farming, the 
discovery of fire, and the movement 
of man around the earth.  Next we 
will study the development of cities 
and what characteristics does a 
civilization need to possess to be 
considered a civilization. 
 
6th Grade Religion 
The class has finished their overview 
of the Bible and they have done a 
beautiful job on their illuminated 
Bible verses. I am having them 
laminated and they will be displayed 
on their lockers. Next the class will 



begin looking at the two creation 
stories and discussing the difference 
between the two and what were the 
writers of these stories trying to tell 
us about God and our job as stewards 
of the earth.  To tie into this idea the 
class is doing a presentation on 
endangered animals using their 
iPads.  
     
                                     
7th Grade Literature 
The class has finished reading the 
short story by Ernest Hemingway “A 
Day’s Wait”.  While reading the story 
we looked at the literary elements of 
internal conflict, the rising action 
and the climax of a story. Next we 
will be reading the classic short story 
“Rikki, Tikki, Tavi”. Biography 
book reports are due Oct. 11th 
and the choice and mystery 
books are due by Nov. 1st and 
Nov.28th. 
 
7th Grade Social Studies 
We will continue our study of the 
Middle Ages and will begin 
concentrating on the Crusades.  We 
will discuss what the Crusades were 
and why they were fought.  We’ll also 
look at how they changed Europe 
both economically and socially. 
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
The class is moving ahead with their 
study of the Civil War.  We are 
looking at why the war was fought, 
specifically the growing tensions 
between the north and south over the 
spread of slavery. After that we will 
study the advantages and 
disadvantages each side had and the 
civil and military leaders of each 
side.  We will also take a closer look 
at some of the significant battles and 

the end of the war in the next few 
weeks.  
 
From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th Grade Religion 
The seven grade students are 
learning about the New Testament 
and the timeline of the four Gospels. 
We also had our first Worship circle 
with our 5K buddies. 
 
Since the month of October is 
dedicated to the Holy Rosary, we will 
be taking some class time to reflect 
on Mary and the Rosary. Mark your 
calendars for Thursday October 19 at 
1:30.  The 7th graders will be leading 
the school in the Living Rosary. It is 
a beautiful and ‘prayful’ presentation 
and I hope you can attend.  
 
God Bless!! 
 
From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
Sixth graders are reading books in 
small groups. The books are on 
diversity and acceptance. We’re 
concentrating on the different social 
problems presented in each book and 
doing a little research on them. The 
students will present their findings 
via panel discussion in front of the 
class. 
In LA they are working on ideas for 
the personal narratives. We are 
discussing and writing small 
moments in their lives, people and 
places that matter, and the first or 
last time they did something. One of 
these ideas could be the idea used for 
their personal narrative paper.  
 
 
 



7th Grade 
This class is starting to write their 
narrative on realistic fiction. They’ve 
done all the prep writing and will 
now start their story as we continue 
to talk about using good dialogue, 
making characters real, getting rid of 
extra non-essential writing, using 
transitions, and making a quality 
ending. All the writing that the 
students have shared to this point 
has been very good – especially the 
stories they wrote that built tension 
when their assignment wasn’t done 
on time. I learned a lot! 
 
8th Grade 
In religion I have started telling the 
students the real story of Fatima and 
its meaning. We will also review the 
rosary and mysteries to prepare for a 
test on all of this. 
In lit we have finished short stories 
that show setting and are moving on 
to theme – implied, stated, and 
universal.  Point of view is next (and 
last), and then the students will be 
tested on all the elements we studied. 
In LA the 8th graders are studying 
investigative journalism. We’ve been 
talking about how to marry a news 
story with storytelling, which is 
easier, said than done. But they’ve 
been writing small pieces and 
looking at examples that will lead up 
to the big paper. They should have 
their idea of what their topic is by 
now. 
 
 


