
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
 
Algebra One 
Algebra One students have been 
exploring and discovering the properties 
of exponents. It would be easy to simply 
tell students how to perform operations 
with exponents but it is much more 
powerful and lasting to give students the 
opportunities to figure out these rules 
for themselves. Next we move on to 
operations with polynomials. 
 
Exploring the Roaring Twenties 
Eighth graders have chosen a specific 
aspect of the 1920s in US history to 
research and create a short video about, 
using Final Cut Pro. They have chosen a 
wide variety of topics from music and 
fashion to the economy and politics. 
Mrs. Tulley will also be offering her 
expertise to this project and they will 
share their final videos in social studies 
class. 
 
Job Searches 
The seventh graders are finishing up 
their resumés. They have learned to use 
professional language and action verbs 
to describe their previous experience. 
Hopefully, they asked you for some 
input or suggestions this week. Now we  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
move on to our cover letters. Then we 
will be ready for our job interviews! 
 
Skills Tests 
Most of our work in technology class is 
project based. However we do take two 
skills test in middle school. The sixth 
grade assessment focuses on word 
processing skills. To prepare for this 
test, students were given a list of the 
skills they were expected to know and 
asked to spend at least one class 
practicing to make sure they could 
perform each task. They are encouraged 
to ask questions about any skills they are 
unsure of. Their test will ask them to 
demonstrate the exact skills on the list 
they were given. The test will be 
tomorrow, Friday. 
 
From Ms. Luangrath 
 
Math Joke: I saw pi fighting with 
the square root of two the other 
day. I told them to stop being so 
irrational. 
 
6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders earned their blue belt by 
working on expressions, variables, and 
exponents.  Exponents can be a tricky 
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idea, but the students did great!  Now, 
they are attempting to earn their black 
belt by simplifying expressions.  We’ve 
learned about the order of operations 
(Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally) by 
listening to math songs to the tune of 
“Gangnam Style”, “The Cupid Shuffle”, 
and “Umbrella”, and tomorrow we’ll 
learn how to simplify expressions by 
combining like terms.  We’ll attempt to 
advance to our black belt next week and 
then take a test on the last two belts 
we’ve covered.   
 
6th Grade BizTown 
In preparation of going to BizTown on 
May 14th, the 6th graders have been 
going through their first BizTown unit 
on financial literacy.  We’ve looked at 
how to record transactions in registers, 
we wrote checks and deposit tickets, and 
we learned about debit cards & credit 
cards, to name a few things.  Once we 
finish this content, we’ll tackle a unit on 
community and economy where we’ll 
become citizens of BizTown and learn 
about the circular flow of economy 
within a community. 
 
7th Grade Math 
One step, two step, multistep, variables 
on both sides, decimals, and fractions, 
oh my! No, it’s not a Dr. Seuss riddle; it’s 
all of the types of equations that 7th 
graders have been trying to solve!  The 
students have been doing a great job 
with the process and showing their 
work—something that is hard for some 
of us to do!  We’ll quiz on these skills 
after Catholic Schools Week, so keep 
practicing! 
 
Intro to Algebra 
Yesterday, the 8th graders concluded 
their long look at linear functions with a 
test.  It was a lot of information to keep 
track of, but the students did a great job 

with everything.  Next, we’ll trek 
through a chapter on solving systems of 
equations.  We’ll learn how to solve 
these equations using three methods 
and will listen to a catchy YouTube song 
to help us remember! 
 
Science Joke:  What is a rock’s 
favorite cereal? Coco-pebbles! 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
The 6th graders are currently learning 
about mechanical weathering!  We 
learned the effect that water, wind, ice, 
and plants have on rocks.  We’re 
currently in the middle of running a lab 
to simulate mechanical weathering with 
rocks and plastic containers.  We’ll be 
able to graph our results to see which 
one broke down the fastest! 
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders are working through a 
chapter on genes and DNA.  We’ve 
covered the basics of genes and will look 
more closely at DNA now.  We’ll learn 
about the scientists behind DNA, the 
structure of DNA (we’ll even construct 
DNA out of paper), and the function of 
DNA.  We’ll also discuss DNA mutations 
and learn that one simple change in a 
DNA base can make a huge difference—
maybe even causing a genetic disorder! 
 
The 7th graders also have a Me, Myself, 
and I Heredity Project that is due 
Monday, February 5th.  They are to pick 
three traits, survey their family 
members on those traits, and create 
pedigrees outlining those traits.  From 
there, they will write a summary 
explaining their results and create 
Punnett Squares to help them predict 
the traits of their future offspring.  
Hopefully your student has been making 
good progress on it so far! 
 



8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
Today, the 8th graders wrapped up their 
chapter on chemical bonding.  Next, 
we’ll work through our last chapter in 
our chemistry unit: acids and bases.  
We’ll learn about properties of each and 
do a lab to test common everyday items 
to see if they’re acids or bases.  We’ll do 
another hands-on lab where we try to 
neutralize acids and bases, and a virtual 
lab to see if we can figure out why fish 
keep dying in our fictional lake!  We’ll 
see who can solve the mystery of Potter’s 
Pond! 
 
From Mrs. Ricker 
 
7th grade Religion 
The students have completed the 
Heraldry or ‘Coat-of Arms’ project.  
They did an amazing job! They are on 
display on the bulletin boards near the 
library. 
 
We are now beginning to learn about the 
four Gospels.  The students will be 
working on a group project to learn 
about the Gospels and will present that 
information to the class in an interesting 
way. Be sure to ask your child which 
Gospel they are researching.  
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
 
6th Grade Social Studies 
The class is moving on to the study of 
Ancient Greece.  We will first look at the 
how geography played a part in Greece’s 
development.  Then we’ll study early 
Greek history and the development of 
democracy in Athens.     
 
Be sure to come by the 7th grade 
homeroom at Sunday’s open house and 

see the 6th grade Egyptian tombs.  I can’t 
wait to see them myself! 
 
6th Grade Religion 
This week and next week the class will 
be preparing their presentation of the 
Panther Way trait of cooperation to the 
school.  We’ll be doing the presentation 
at the 8:15 mass on February 8th. 
 
After that the class will take a quick at 
the church calendar and how ordinary 
time is a time to grow in the love of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
7th Grade Social Studies 
The class is finishing up their 
presentations of their Renaissance men 
and so far they have done a wonderful 
job. After that we will turn to Latin 
America and its geography, rich culture 
and history.  
 
7th Grade Literature 
We are continuing to study the play “The 
Monsters are Due on Maple Street” and 
the class is doing a wonderful job of 
analyzing the play and the themes 
present in the play. They will begin 
presenting their wanted posters to the 
class. They have done a great job on 
them.  For your information:  We 
will begin working on he 1st 
written book report Jan. 29th.  The 
class must have either their choice 
or realistic fiction/science fiction 
book read by then. 
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
The class has almost completed studying 
World War I and we’ll now take a quick 
look at the “Roaring Twenties”.  They 
are working on a 20’s project in 
computers and we’ll be showing those 
presentations in class. After that it is on 
to the Depression Era and World War II. 
 



From Mrs. Prendergast 
 
6th Grade 
We are finishing No More Dead Dogs in 
lit and concentrating on comprehension 
and inferences.  It is a light-hearted 
book after dealing with the KKK in the 
last one. This class is also getting ready 
to write a character study essay. We did 
one together using the short story 
Raymond’s Run, and now they have 
chosen a short story of their own to 
write about a character.  They will first 
highlight text evidence and determine 2 
or 3 traits that a character possesses. 
This will then be turned into an essay; 
using the guidelines the students were 
taught. 
 
7th Grade 
This class finished their “I wonder…” 
papers, in which they had to use the 
internet and research a question of their 
own. They also completed a 
bibliography for all their resources that 
were used.  We have now started a unit 
on verbs – types, direct and indirect 
objects, and transitive and intransitive. 
Most of this is review, so all should go 
well. 
 
8th Grade 
We started typing the research papers 
on Tuesday. We’ll get as far as we can, 
but Catholic Schools Week followed by 
MAP testing will halt progress for a 
while. This should give students plenty 
of time to edit what they have done so 
far, and several will actually finish the 
first draft. We should be finished before 
the trimester ends. In lit we started 
reading To Kill A Mockingbird. We read 
3 chapters at a time and work on many 
different skills after each assigned 
reading. Yesterday we worked on mood 
and inferences. Other skills will be 
predicting, foreshadowing, irony, 

characterization, etc. Vocabulary is also 
looked at as Harper Lee uses an 
extensive one. In religion we are using a 
different book right now to study prayer. 
Prayer is important in everyday life, and 
as we go through the many good and 
bad moments in our lives, I hope we 
learn to never lose sight of God in all we 
do and in all that happens. Prayer is an 
important part of remembering this. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


