
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Mrs. Webster 
Algebra One 
While we are finishing the last chapter 
of our Algebra text which deals with 
rational functions, our main focus for 
the remainder of the year will be on 
checking to make sure we have retained 
previously learned skills. This will be by 
its very nature a very individualized 
endeavor. The goal is to get every 
student confident in their Algebra I 
skills and as prepared as possible for 
honors math classes in high school.  
 
Students have begun their own review 
journals which are based on several 
assessments they have taken. When we 
find a skill that they have forgotten, they 
record it and practice it and then I 
reassess their mastery. It sounds pretty 
simple - and it is - but it also takes a 
good deal of initiative on their part. I 
have given them a number of 
suggestions for reviewing these skills, it 
is up to them to decide how they learn 
best and follow through. Feel free to ask 
your child to see their review journal 
and ask how they are planning to master 
these skills! 
 
Business Fair 
Business Fair projects should be keeping 
the 8th graders quite busy. All of their 
computer projects and their final 3D 
object are due by May 17. On May 17 and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18, they will present their finished 
projects to their classmates, Mrs. P and 
me.  Make sure you have May 24 on 
your calendar to come and see their 
work at our annual Business Fair. 
 
Seventh Grade Geometry Skills 
Seventh graders are using Geometer’s 
Sketchpad software to explore some of 
their geometry standards. Students 
chose two 3D figures and created their 
nets. Using the software, students 
measured the needed dimensions and 
calculated the surface area and volume. 
In the process, we are emphasizing the 
importance of writing formulas based on 
understanding them - not just 
memorizing. 
 
Help!!!! - Junior Achievement 
Field Trip 
I am still looking for two more parents 
who would be willing to accompany the 
seventh graders on our field trip on May 
14 to Finance Park. Details are in a flyer 
in the Thursday folder. Students should 
also turn in their permission slips so I 
can get an exact count. 
 
Nursery Rhyme Newspaper 
The sixth graders recently created news 
article reports on nursery rhymes with 
Mrs. Prendergast. In computer class, 
students are working on a mini 
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newspaper of their articles. Each student 
will use their own article as the 
headliner and choose articles from their 
classmates’ submissions and combine 
them with graphics in a newspaper 
format using a Pages template. This was 
a fun way to challenge their desktop 
publishing skills. 
 
From Ms. Luangrath  
 
Math Joke: What did the triangle 
say to the circle?  You’re 
pointless! 
 
6th Grade Math 
The 6th graders have been working 
through a chapter on geometry where 
we’ve looked at the basics like angles, 
triangles, and quadrilaterals.  We’ll 
continue with more polygons, congruent 
& similar figures, and symmetry.  The 
next chapter will carry the geometry 
theme and will involve area, perimeter, 
and circumference of figures.  
 
6th Grade BizTown 
Last week the students found out what 
jobs they had received at either Koss or 
Culver’s!  Now, we will spend the next 
couple weeks prepping for our visit day 
on May 14th.  Businesses will have to 
make advertisements and learn how to 
set prices at their business.  Lots to do in 
the coming weeks!  
 
7th Grade Math 
The 7th graders wrapped up their second 
part of geometry today.  We focused on 
congruency, similarity, and 
transformations of figures including 
reflections, translations, and dilations.  
Next, we’ll take a cumulative test on all 
of the geometry we’ve covered so far 
(chapter 8).  
 
 

Intro to Algebra 
The 8th graders are wrapping up their 
section on quadratic functions today.  
We learned about characteristics of 
them, how to graph them, and how to 
tell which transformations have 
occurred.  Next, we’ll get into quadratic 
equations and how to solve those! 
 
Science Joke:  What did the 
ground say to the earthquake?  
You crack me up! 
 
6th Grade Science (Earth Science) 
After wrapping up plate tectonics, the 
6th graders have jumped into their next 
chapter on earthquakes.  We’ve explored 
the USGS Earthquake website which 
tells us all of the earthquakes that have 
happened around the world in the last 
30 days – even ones that have happened 
today!  We’ll also learn what causes 
earthquakes and some effects of them.   
 
7th Grade Science (Life Science) 
The 7th graders are working through 
their chapter on mitosis and meiosis.  
We’ve learned what each process is and 
the stages of each. Now, we are spending 
time putting together a model of 
meiosis.  Some groups are doing stop-
motion videos, others are making 
posters, and some are doing a Goggle 
Slides presentation.  We’ll continue this 
next week before heading into some 
chapters on the human body to end the 
year. 
 
7th and 8th grade trip to Chicago 
This past Tuesday was the trip to the 
Shedd Aquarium!  It was a lot of fun and 
students were able to see a lot of 
different animals including dolphins, 
otters, whales, and penguins!  We also 
watched a 4-D movie on predators in the 
ocean and watched the Aquatic Show, 



which is always a hit!  Ask your student 
what their favorite part was! 
 
8th Grade Science (Physical 
Science) 
Earlier this week, the 8th graders 
wrapped up their chapter on Newton’s 
Laws. We had done a lot of little lab 
activities to see these laws and even 
role-played real-world situations where 
these laws would come up!  Next, we 
head into what might be one of our last 
chapters of the year: kinetic and 
potential energy. 
 
From Mrs. Ricker 
7th Grade Religion  
The seventh graders are learning about 
the seven Sacraments and the 
Beatitudes. They are working in groups 
and were assigned one of the Beatitudes 
for a presentation in class on Thursday. 
We are also continuing our Rosary (The 
Glorious Mysteries) and Movie (The 
Bible series) on Wednesdays during 
Religion class. Blessings! 
 
From Mrs. Tulley 
6th Grade Social Studies  
We are finishing up our look at the glory 
of Ancient Greece.  We’ve discussed the 
daily like of ancient Greeks, compared 
Athens and Sparta, and looked at the 
spread of Greek culture because of the 
conquests of Alexander the Great. Next 
we move on to the Roman Empire. 
 
6th Grade Religion 
 The class is continuing their look at the 
story of Moses and how he led the 
Hebrews out of slavery.  We are taking a 
brief interlude though and watching the 
video “The Prince of Egypt”. After that 
we’ll get into the Exodus and the 10 
commandments. 
 
 

 7th Grade Social Studies 
The class is now working on a mini 
project about Latin America.  They are 
working with a partner and they have 
selected a country to present to the 
class.  Among the things they will tell us 
about regarding that country are the 
government, economy, and culture with 
lots of pictures.  Their presentation must 
involve the iPad in some way. 
 
7th Grade Literature 
We are working on the chapter book My 
Brother Sam is Dead.  This story is an 
historical fiction that deals with the 
story of Tim Meeker a young man with 
torn loyalties because his brother Sam is 
a patriot and his father is a loyalist 
during the Revolutionary War. This 
book does a wonderful job of showing 
Tim’s conflicts about war itself and the 
tragic consequences for his family. 
The book reports for the 3rd trimester 
are a choice book, an adventure book, or 
a historical fiction book.  The choice 
book will be presented as a 
picCollage, which was due this 
week. 
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
The class continues to work on their 
study of World War II.  They have 
looked at the development of fascism in 
Europe, militants in Japan, and the 
leaders of Germany and Italy. Next we 
will be discussing the concept of 
appeasement, the beginning of the war, 
and the early years of the war including 
the Battle of Britain.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


